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- The ARGUNfENT. 

The feventh battel^ for the body oi Patroilus: 
. The afts of Aiinelaus. 

MENELAUS, upon the death of Patroclus, defends 
his body from the enemy : Euphorbus luho attempts 
rt, is flain, Hcdior advancing^ Menelaus retires \ but 
faon returns nxjith Ajax, and drives him ^ff. This GlaucOB 
ohje^s to Hedlor as a fight y n^ho thereupon puts on the 
armour he had ivon from Patroclus, and renenjos the battel. 
y^^^ Greeks gi'veivay^ till Apx rallies them: JEtitzs fw 
fains the Trojans, ^neas and Heftor attempt the cha- 
riot of Achilles, ivhich is borne off by Automedon. The 
horfes of Achilles deplore the lofs of Patroclus: Jupiter co- 
wers his body nvith a thick darknefs: The noble prayer of 
Ajtx on that occafion. Menclausy^«^/j Antilochus to Achil- 
les, *u.ith the nenvs of Patroclus'/ death : Then returns to 
the fight f nuhere^ though attacked with the utmoft fury^ hi 
end Meriones, affijled by the Ajaxes, bear off the body to 
the fhips. 

The time is the e'vening of the eight dnd tfJMtieth ds^. 
The (ctne lies in the fields be/breTrbf. 
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o 



N the cold earth divine Patf^tk* fimad, 

Uu pusKiM wid) WQunda among the valgtr 

dead, 

Great 



^ This is the only book of t^e Siadi which is a continued de- 
ilprjptioii of abaitel, withput a.ny tiigre^oa or e$(^ide> that ferves 
ibr an interval to rcfrefh the reader. The heavenly machines too arc . 
fewec th^a in any Other. I^oxur fecms tfr^have trufted wholly to the 
iofce of his own genius* as fufficient to fup.porc- him* wbatibever 
l^ths he was carried by it< But that fpirit which aaicnsiteft the . 
A^9lial> IS what I -^m feniibJe evaporates To much in. my hands ; 
tiuit» though I c^n't think my author tedious, I ihould have made 
him Teem fo>. if 1 had not tranOated this book with all poiFible con- 
ciieneTs. I hope there is nothing material omitted) though the ver- 
iaa cqaTi^ but of iixty-&ye lines more than the Qri^nal. 

A J However, 
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6 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book XVII. 

Great Metuh'us^ toochM with genVous woe, 
SpriDgs to the front, and guards him from the foe : 
Thus round her new-fairn young, the heifer moves^ ^ 
I^ruit of her throes^ ^nd £r(l-born of her loves. 

And 



However, one may obfcrve there are more turns of fortune, more 
defeats, more rallyings, roortf accidents, in this battel, than in any 
otbec) becaufe it was to be the lad wherein the Greeks and Trojans 
were upon equal terms, before the return of Achilles : And befides, 
%U this ieryfs to introduce the chief hero with the greater pomp and 
dignity. 

V. 3. Grtat Menelaus— ] The poet here takes occafion to 
clear MmeUtui from the imputations of idle and effeminate, caft on 
him in fome Parts of the Poem ; he fets him in the front of the 
army, expofing bimfelf to dangers in defending the body of Patrcclus, 
and gives him the conqueft of EupborBus, who had the firft hand in 
his death. He is reprefented as the foremoft who appears in bis de- 
ir«ice, not only as one of a like difpofition of mind with Patrttlvs, 
a kind and generous /riead ; but as being more immediately con- 
, ccrned in honour to proteft from iojuries the body of a hero that fell 
ia bis caufe. Euflatbita, See the Note on v. 271. of the third 
book. 

V. 5. Thus round her ww-falTn voung, &c.] In this comparifon, 
as Euftathius has very well obferved, the Poet accommodating him- 
felf to the occaiion, means only to defcribe the affection Menelaui 
had for Patroc/uf, and the manner in which he prefented himfelf td 
refend his body : And this comparifon )s fo much the more juft ^nd 
agreeable, as Menelaus was a Prince full of goodnefs and mildnefs. 
He muft have little fenfe or knowledge in poetry, who thinks that 
it ought to be fupprefs^d. It is true, we fliould not ofe it now-a- 
days, by reafon of the low idea/i we have of the animals from which 
it is derived j but thofe not being the ideas of Homer ^ time, they 
could not hinder him from making a proper ufe oi fuch a comparifcn. 
Dacier, 

•- V. id, Thus round her new-faWn young, &c.] It feems to me re- 
markable, that the feveral comparifons to illuftrate the concern for 
Patroclui are taken from the moil tender fentiments of nature. 
jichitles, in the beginning of the tixteemh book, confiders him as a 
child, and himfelf as his mother. The forrow of Menelaus is here 
defcribed as that of a heifer for her young one. Perhaps thefe are 
deiign'd to intimate the excellent temper and gooi?nefs of Patroclus^ 
¥fhich is exprc!!ed ia that fine elogy of him in this book, v. 671. 

Ila^if 
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Book. XVII. HOMER*s ILIAD. 7 

And anxioas (belplefs as he lies, and bare) 
Turns, and re-toms her, with a mother's care^ 
Opposed to each that near the carcafs came. 
His broad ihield glimmers, and his lances flame. id 

The fon of Panthut fkili^d the dart to fend, ' 

Eyes the dead hero^ and infulcs the friend. 
This hand, Airides^ laid Patrocltu low ; 
Warrior! defift, nor tempt an equal blow : 
To me the fpoils my prowefs won, refign ; '5 

Depart with lif*?^ and leave the glory mine. 



Xi»ff» yxf hriretlb f«c(AiX^ tTyai, ffi inew Bow to Be good- 
naturd to all men. This gave all mankind thefe fcBtinents for turn, 
and no doubt the (aine is ftrongly pointed at by the uncoounon con« 
fern of the whole army to refcue his body. 

The diflimilitude of manners between thefe two friends, Achilla ^ 
and Patrodus, is very obfervables Such friendihips are not uncom- 
mon, and rhave often afligned this reafon for ^hem, that it is natu- 
ral for men to feek the afiiftance of thofe qualities in others which 
they want themfelves. That is ftill better if applied to providence, 
which afTodates men of different and contrary qualities, in order to 
make a more per£ed f^ftem. But, whatever is cuftomary in naturcv 
H«mer had a good poetical reafon for it ; for it affords many incidents 
to illoftrate ,tbe manners of them both more ftrongly3 and is what 
they call a contrafle in painting. 

V. II. The fon of Panthus.] The conduct of Homer is admJrsr- 
61e> in bringing Eupborbus and Menelaut together upon this occafion ; 
for hardly any thing but fuch a fignal revenge for the death of his 
brother, could have made Eupborbus ftand the encounter. Menelau» 
flitting him in mind of the death of bis brother, gives occafion (I 
think) to one of the &aeft anfwers in all Homer ; in which the in- 
folence of Menetaus is retorted in a way to draw pity from tvery 
leader ; and I believe there is hardly one, after fuch a fpeech, thai 
jvould not wifli Eupborbus had the better of Menelaus : A writer of 
Romances would jiot have failed to have given Eupborbus the vi£loryt 
But however, it was fitter to make Menelaus, who had received the 
|reateft injury, do the moil revengeful a^ons« 

A 4 The 
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The Trojan tl^i^s : t|ie S^^om 1990990^ bi|ni*d 
With genVqua ^pg}^, ^r4 ip bo^ vtamVl. 
Laugh'ft thou no^ >^</ ftom thy, iupedor throM, 
When mortj^ls lH>jtft of proweft ^ot their Qwn ^ 2» 

Not thus the lion gjpcifis io bis night* 
Nor panther braves hit fpotted foe in fight. 
Nor thus the boar (thofe terrors of the. plain) 
Man only vaunts hk foic^ and xauiita in vain. 
Bur far the vain^il of th^ boafiful kii^ 9^5^ 

Thefe fons of P^mtbus vai^ (heis h&ugh^ niad. 
Yet 'twas but late, beneath my conquering fiecl 
This bpafterV broiheiv Hyfire^r^ fiiJl, 
Againft our arm, which raflily he My^^^ 
Vain was his vigour, and a& vain hia pridtf. 301 

l^hefe eyes behfld him on the dull expire^ 
^o niore to chear bis Tpoufe^ or g]^ bia.ijfeie. 
Vrefumptuous youth ! like bis fhall be tby 4ojO% 
Go, wait thy brother to the Stygian gloom; 
Or while thpu may'fiv tvoid the threaten*^ fate ; 3r 

EoqIs day to feel it, ^xA^^ wife too late. 

UnippvM, Eupborh,us\^\xs\ That a^iofi I^ow>V 
Comc» for my brother's blood repfiy thy 9\vpf 
His weeping father claims thy deftin'chhead, 
4nd fpoufe» a widow i^ her bridal bed. 49 

Ox^ thf fe thy conquered fpQi)^ I ihaU beftow. 
To footh a confort's i||i^a p^eI^> woe. 
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BoomXim. HOMER'S tLIAlX 9 

NoJoDger then deftr the gloriovt tkih^ 

htt heav*n decide our foitune^ ftma, Mdliik 

Swift ai the w(MKibth*m]^ile lanci^ he iuig9» . 49 

The well-aimU wflqpon.oa the bnektcr ripgv 
Bat blunted by the hnjji innoxioas filbh. 
On yo*ve the father, greal.<^V/» ciUi^ 
Nor flies the jav'lip Fahd hi» trm in ma. 
It pierc'd his throit, and beat him to ^ pfauB>: jo 

Wide thro* the nec^ tppmrs the gri2i>e i{iiooik)» 
Prone flnks the wanifyr» «n4 his svcos? JsefiMiad. 
The fhining cirdefii of bi« ^Um htiiv 
Which ev*n tbo Qiacifft wif^ be proud to wean 
Itiflarr'd wb geo^ and gpld» beftrow thf (bore, 5 ^ 

With doil diihonoar*d, and deforoCd with gore^ 

As the young^oUyc; in (oam fylvan fceoe^ 
Crowned by frelhrfoanbana^ with eternal green^ 

Lifts 



V, C5« Biflarr'dvnihgnHi andgoli,'] We have fecn here a Tro* 
Jan who afed gold and filver to adorn his hair ; which made P/iny 
Uy, tha( he doubted whether the women were the fUd that . ufed 
thofe ornamentt* Efi mtidem apud eundem [Homerum] virorum cri- 
nihus aurum tp^kntm^ iae9 nefcio an prior ujus ^ foeminis cteperit, lib. 
3-3* cap. I. He might likewife have ftrengthened his doubt by the 
cuftom of the Abemansj who put into their hair little graihoppers of 
gold. Daa'er, 

V. 57. yis the ycung olwey &c.] This exquifite fimile finely Illu- 
jbrttes the beauty and fudden fall of Eupborbus, in which the allufion 
to that circumftance of his comely hair is peculiarly happy. For- 
^bjry and Jumblicus acquaint us of the particular affe^ion Pythagoras 
bad for thefe verfes, which he fet to the harp, and ufed to repeat as 
his own Bpicedion, Perhaps it was his fondnefs of them, which put 
it into his head to fay, that his foul tranfmigrated to him from this 
hfrpf* However it was, this conceit of Pythagorai is famous in an- 

A5. tiquity. 
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10 HOMER'f ILIAD. Book XVIL 

Lifts the gay head, in foowy flow'rcts fair. 

And plays and dances to the gentle air ; 6o 

When lo I a .^irlwind from high heaven invades 

The tender pbnt, and withers all its (hades; 

It lies up-rooted from its genial bed, 

A lovely ruin now defaced and dead. 

Thus young, thus beautiful Eupborhm lay, 65 

While the fierce Spartan tore his arms away. 

Proud of his deed, and glorious in the prize. 

Affrighted Troy the towering vi^or flies: 

Flies, as before fomc mountain lion^s ire 

The viUage curs, and trembling fvv'ains retire; 70 

When o'er the flanghterM bull they hear him roar, 

And fee his jaws diftil with fmoaking gore ; 

All pale with fear, at diflance fcatter'd round. 

They ihout iaeeitknt, and the vales refound. 

Meanwhile Jpollo vicw'd with envious eyes, 75 

Apd urg'd great Heaor todifputc the prize^ 



t-quity, and has giren occafion, to a dialogue iit Lttcitui intitled The 
Cocky which is, I think, the fineft piece of that author. 

V. 6.5. Thus young, thus beauuful Euphorbus hyJ] This is the. 
cftly Trojan whofe death the Poet laments, that he might do the 
moxe honour to Patroc/us, his hero's friend. The comparifon here 
•led is very proper, for the olive always prefervcss its beauty. But 
where the Poet fpeaks of the Lapttba, a hardy and warlike people,, 
he compares them to Oah, that ftand unmoved in ftorms and tem- 
pers ; and where Kf<ff<>r falls hyjgax, he likens him to an 0^ (truck, 
down hy Joke's thunder. Juft after this foft comparifon upon the 
beauty ofEupborbui, be palTes to another full of Ibcngth and terror, 
li^ of the lion. Eufiuthiuu 
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Book XVII. HOMER's ILIAD. %i 

(In Mentes" fhape, beneath whofe martial caw 

The rough CicomatuAtsaiCdi the trade of war) 

Forbear, he cry 'd, with fraideis fpeed to chace 

Achilles' courfers of sethereal race ; €» 

They ftoop not, thefe, to mortal man's command. 

Or Hoop to none but great Acbillu* hand. 

Too long amus'd with a purfuit fo vmb,. 

Ton, and behold the brave Euphorhs flain f 

By Sparta ilain ! for ever now fuppreft 85: 

The fire which bumM in that undaunted breaft I 

Thus having fpoke, Apollo wing*d his flight. 
And mix'd with mortals in the toils of fight : 
Hi» words infixed unatterabte care 
Deep in great Hif^or^s ibul : Thro* all the war 9a 

He darts his anxious eye; and infbmt, viewU 
The breathlefi hero ixt his blood imbra-d; 
(For^ weUing from the wound, as prone he lay) 
And in^ his vigor's hands the fhining prey. 
Sheathed in bright arms,. thBo\Gleaving ranks he flies, 95; 
And fends his ncoice in thunder to the fkies : 
Fierce as a flood of flame by Fulcan fent,. 
it flew, and fir^d the nations as it went.. 
Atrtifs from the voice the ftorm.divin'd,. 
And thus explored hisown^uncooqper'd mind. yoo- 

Then ihall I quit Patroclus on the plain, 
Siaia in my caufe, and for my hoaoar ikinl" 

Siefisr^ 
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Defcrt the arnw,^ ^j^fi tcH** <rf; m^ ^d r 

Or fingly, Hf3^, ^d^l^ to^pi Wfift^?. 

Sure whciefw*. B»r|j«^ffiyAW M^r'il.bcflQfvJ^ bOjE 

'^^ braye the hero were.t^^^f^tC^^Q^ 

Forgive JMW Cn<ir#> i/^oiiM(qoied«fielf|<: 

'Tis not to Htdor, \^ ^ MwC^tl JJiclA 

Yet, nor the God, mi^ Iimh*^ 9«uU gm jne.^ai^ 

Bid bat the ysm^^lJ^^tm^wi^ eai ^ ito 

Still would we tarn, 43^ Ih^ oatkf phia^ 

And give ^4^.^^t^)H)|i^lWm 

Of his and ou|;^«/y^f^^?fr3r-rTK8,, q^AQr«^ 

The time allovy'4 : %|i tW<*«?i!4 qa.tbtApl% 

Afablefcene! The terrop. J^^i^Rf^.]^^^ i^^ 

%w he rece^ 4tP94l$gMl& «mlll4m4ei^i 

So from thf; foli) A' MBHtil&IS Uo^ PMM»^ 
Forc'd by loud dtf^w. %R4)%teni4QfidirtMi 



Is Homers sut of illuilratina the ya|our and glory qf bi« hgroe^ ? JM<<>, 
n^l^s, who feci l/«^r and'aU-the Trtjat rbflUnggpon Um, wooM- 
not retire if ,^llo did not, fuppprt tjiemi ; and. thovdji 4B$lf9 ^'^K' 
iupport them, he would oppofe eVcn Jftalh, were ^«x but ndtrhim. 
This is glorious for Affftefajtf, zp4 ^£t |i^e giori^.m £oi^wd(^ apd. 
^rery fuitable to his character ; for j^jax was the oraveft of tR Creeks^, 
next to Acbiliet, Daa'er, fy^ftfulf^f 

V. X17. ^0 from the fo/d tF unwilliw lion.J The beauty of the- 
retreat of Menelaus is .VQitl^iLnQticc, Amen li a* gxat oUervcr oC 
natural imagery,., t^t brings the thing reprefei\t^ before our vjew^ 
It ift indeed true, that Koos, tygers, and beafls of pr^ are the onlf 
objects that can proMrly repppfent w^o^sj ap4..t^!^9.>^ it is no. 
wonder they are fo often introduced : The inanimate things, as floodSj>, 
fiics^ and ftorms; ^t ^^, ^^i,¥Hl^ ^^(^t 

He 
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He flies lodeed^ \m itunaieoa as hrJicv 

With heart uidigniintaMLtftOElfid.qpcik M^zf^ 

Now entered ia thft^aftfMi makiy he ttn'd 

Hit manfy breaft, and with new. fofji bitm*l(^ 

0*er aU tl^ l^Aok hoialioBa feat his mii^ 

And thxO' the-dood the g0d4ikeu<^m ksem- ' 

All grim in armsi, mi^^ffi^'A^oim wkk kkmir 
There breathing coinage, whenD the 6o4 of d^b 
Had fank eac^ h«M with^liiiof Vkiafmy" 

To him the Kii^ <3ih 4^4Jr». oh nr frifM^ 
H^ aad/teMrV iHi'dMouuBi deftfl^: i^ 

The body to JtMh tonOfirf^ 
' Demands oovcMe^; aki^ wecan no^moipt 
For naked now, defpoifd^ofanM he Sis^ 
And HeSbr glories in the cfeaUng pmce% 
He (aid, and touchM his heart* The raging pair »3 j^ 
Pierce the thick battd; andproroke Ae wai^ 
Already had ftem BlrA^feizM hishead^ 
And doom'd to^Trofam dbgsth*" unhappy dead> 



T. x«7i Affva^ had'Jttrn* He6!6r, fifr.J Bomir tatces care, fb- 
long before-hand, to \fSfXK in, ^M^. rai^qr^s ipinfrt^Jipirar hf sdi^^ 
conceive from the cmelty that AcbiUes will exerafe opon the body of 
Heaor* That cruelty wiU l)« Qi^Jf t^i^ EM»^^««nt ^ tWi whi«;||i 
lK(6!0r here ezercifet upon the body of Patrocbis j he drags him, he 
defigns to cut ofi hii.head|i and^ toicave.hia body opoi^ t^K^xaxpfart^ 
ccpoifcd to do9 ai^bii^ of prey, fyfi^tbtMU 



Bat 
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14 homer's ILIAD. Book XVn. 

But foon as Jjax rear'd his tow'r-like (hici4 

Sprang to hb car, and meafor^d back the field. 140 

jHis train to Troy the radiant armour bear. 

To ftand a trophy of bis fame in war. 

Meanwhile great Jfox (his broad ihield difplay*d> 
Guards the dead hero with the dreadful ihadei 
And now before, and now behind he ftood ; i^ff 

Thus in the center ©f forae gloomy wood, 
With many a ftep the lionefe forrounds 
Her tawny young, befet by meh and bounds } 
Ehte her heavt, and rouzing all her pow'rs^ 
Dark o*er the fiery balls each hanging eye-brow low'n. 1 50 
Fad by his fide, the gen*rous Spartan glows 
,With great revenge, and feeds his inward woes. 

But G/aueus, leader of the i^/>n aids,. 
On Heaor frowning, thus his flight upbraids. 
Where now in Heaor ihall we Ht^or findl. 155: 

A manly form,, without a manly mind. 
Is this, O Chief ! a hero's boafted fame f 
How vain, without the merit, is the name ? 
Smce battel is renounced, thy thoughts employ 
What other methods may preferve thy TV^-* 260 

*Tis time to try if Ilton^i ftate can fland 
By thee alone, nor afit a foreign hand ; 
Mean^ empty boaft I but (hall the Lyciam flake 
Their lives for you t thoklycions you foriake f 

2. What- 



dbyGoogk 



Book XVII. HOMER's ILUtf.. 15 

What from thy thanklds arms am we expe^i ! v6; 

Tfaf friend Sarpedtn t>roves diy bftfe negjed : 

Say, Ihall oar flaiighter'd bodies guard your w^Is^ 

While unreveng'd the great Sarptdtn Ms? 

£v*n where he d/'d for Troy^ jtn left him there, 

A feaft for dogs, and all the fowls of air. 17^ 

On my command if any Lydan wait. 

Hence let him march> and give np ^rey to ftte*^ 

Pid fach a fpirit as the Gods impart 

Impel one Trtjan hand, or Trtjan heart ; 

(Sach, as (hoa*d burn in ev^ry fool^ that draws 171^ 

The fword for glory, and his country's canfe) 

£v*n yet our mutual arms we might employ. 

And drag yon* carcaft to the walls of Trt^. 

Oh! were Patrpc/su ows, we might obtain 

Sarpedon^s zxms^ and honoured corfe agaro I tS^ 

Crttce with Acbillts* friend ihould be repaid, 

And thus due honours purchased to his (hade^. 

fiat words are vain— ——Let Jjttx onee appeal^ 

And ff^^^r trembles and recedes with fear; 

Thou dar'ft not meet the terrors of his eye f >^f 

Andio! ahready shou prq^ar'ft to fly%. 



• V. 169. Ton left bim there A pm to do^^l It W» BigBIy dliho- 
Boorable in HeElor to forfake the body of a friend and guef^, and 
a|ainft the laws of Jupiter Xenlux, or hofpitaUs, For Glaucus knew 
ttbthing of Sarpedon • being honoured with burial by the Godt^ and 
knx. embalmed into Ljcig* ^uftatbiut^ 

Th«: 
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The Ljcian leg^ wi tldi|iteDq>l)r'4. 

Say. 'm\kpk («i|iliNfi# tkatAAr^tar 
From fach a waiciior fiidi a ^peacb jhonld'lMr ?» vqf> 
I deemed iU»OKft the hhA^ of thy kia^ 
%tm this infult fiuM a.piiidttit miod. 
I ihan great ^ax ? I dcfeit my tr^i^f 
*Tis mme tetpiOM the xi(^ affiylioa vain f:. 
I joy to mingle where the batl^bleedl, \^^ 

And hear the thoidcr of th^ foandhig fleed^ 
9pH J9ve% high>wilhii evarooeeiftfed^d^ 
The firong he wkher% and eoftlbuiidft^ the bdd; 
Now crowns with iuae the^aiighty »an> and bow 
Strikes the fitih.gvluid from dM yikBe^^ brow ! 200^ 
Cjome, thro* yon* iquadf^nsJefr-u^hewthewayy. 
Ai^i thou be wimefi^ i£Ifcartadayi 
tr yet a Grttk di»%k^^oC HMBm draad^ 
Or yet their heiodirt^defend the dead% 

Then turiw^ to ibenMutial hofls^ he dies, 20f ^ 

Te Trtjans, D^rdam^ lycUauy and Allies! 
i^Vien (my fijeads) inafUonasinnaflH^ 
And yet be mindful of yoar aacint^ fiunti 



a^^ntt tha^ Oicmcux had thrown o^on h4in» M kaowini h^ 1^94^ 
la foxqe reined a juft cauie to be.an^ ^ but he cacmot put up wha( 
h^ had faid of hit fearing 4jax, to which p^ut hp only rqplii;; ; i;his 
it ytrj agreeaMe lo his heroic chara^. Bufiatkm* 



Hc^or 
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Book XVH- HOMER's ILlAIK %f 

HeSor in proud Aebilhs* arms ihAlI (hine» 

Tom from his iand% by ri^ of conqueft mine. 21a 

He fbode alpag tht field, as thus be (aid : 
(Tke iable pbmage nodded- o'er bis head) 
Swift thro* the fpacious plain he fent a look ^ 
One inftant faw, one indant overtook 
The diflant band» that on the fandy fhore 21; 

The radiant fpoils to facred IHon bore. 



V. 209. He^or in troud Achillts* arm Jhaff Jhmr,] Th» an- 
cienta have obferved^ that Hm^, cagf^^ thfi 9fmf of AAiJUs to fs^If 
iota H(B9r'% power,' to eq^uai in iome fort thofe two heroes, in the 
battel whernn he i| goijis to engage them. Otherwire it might ht, 
urged, that AebiUes c^uld not h^ve killed Hf£fcr without the advan- 
tage of having his armour made by the hand of a God, whercaa 
He&or*% was only of. the hand of a^ mortal.; but fince both were 
cSai^ armour made by yufean, jttbiliet't viftory will be compleat/ 
and in its fisll It^j^. Be^d^ this reafon (which is for neceility and 
probability^ there is alfo another, for ornament $ for Homer here pre- 
pares to introduce t^jt l}^j»tifpl Sj^Tod^ of the diria^ Wpoovm, 
which yiikan makes for Achilles, Euftatbiuu 

V. 216. fb* radiant arms to facred Ilion bore,"] A difficulty may 
«rife here, and the queft[on may be alked >vhy HeSfor fent th|& 
irms to T^f^ Why did^jiot he takc'them at fim? There are thr^ 
anfwers, wchkh I thinlc are all plaufiblc. The firft, that HeShr 
luving killed Patroc^, and ieeing the day very far advanced, had no 
need t6 take thofe arms ibr a fig^ht almoft at an end. The fecond, 
that he was impatient to (hew to friMr and Andromache thof^ 
glorious fpoih. Thirdiy, he perhags at firft intended to hnng them 
lip in htnt ten^le.* Glaucus^i fpeedi makes him change his refo- 
hition, he runs after thofe arms to %ht ifftia^ AJax, and to win 
Fatroch^i body from him. Bacier_, 

Homer (fays Euftatbius) does not fufl^, th< arms to be carriedi 
into ^rw ibr' tKefb^reafons. That He$^r by wearing them might 
the moit encouraee the frojans, and be the more formidable to the 
Greeks: That AcbiBes may rfecover tl^n^ ag^n when H^ kills HeSfort^ 
And that he may,-<onquer him, eva^wj^cn he is, ftrcngthcncd with 
thai divide J^pur. « - 

There 
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I'hcre his own mail unbrac'd the field beftrow'd ; 

His train to Troy convcy'd the maffy lead. 

Now blazing in th' immortal arms he ftands. 

The work and prefent of ccleftial hands; zao 

By aged Peleus to AchilUs given. 

As firft to Feleus by the court of heav'n : 

His Other's armsi not long Jc hi lies wears. 

Forbid by fate to reach his father's years. 

Him, proud in triumph, glitt'ring from afar, 225 

The God whofe thunder rends the troubled air^ 
Beheld with pity ; as apart he fate. 
And confcious, look'd thro' all the fcenc of fate. 
He fhook the facred honours of his head ; \ 
Olympus trembled, and the Godhead faid : 2^0 

Ah wretched man J unmindfol of thy end \ 
A moment's glory, and what fates attend? 



V. 231. h\>[ttT*s ffeecb to Heaor.] The poet prepares us for 
the death of He{ior, perhaps to pleafe the Creek readers, who might 
be troubled to fee him /hining in their he^o^s arms. Therefore 
Jupiter exprefles his forrow at the approaching fate of this unfortu- 
nate Prince, promffes to repay his lofs of life with glory, and jiods, 
to give a certain confirmation to his words. He fays, AcbiUes is the 
braveft Greek, is Glaucui had juft faid before ; the Poet thus giving 
ly'm the greateft commendations, by putting his praife in the mouth 
of a God, and of art Enemy, who were neither of them like to be 
prejudiced in his favour. Eujiatbiui. > 

How beautiful is that fcntimcnt upon the miferabl? ftate of man- 
kind, introduced here fo artfully, and fo ftrongly enforced, by being 
put into the mouth of the fupreme being! And how pat^ietic the 
denunciation of Heaoi-\ death, by that circumftance of Andromacbet 
difappomtmcftt, when /he Aall no more receive her hero gloriou* 
Irom the battel, in the armour of his conquered enemy ! 

In 
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In heav'nly Panoply diyinely bright 

Thou fbnd'fty and armies tremble at thy iight» 

As at Achilles felf ! beneath thy dart 25$ 

Lies ilain the great Achilles* dearer part: 

Thou from the mighty dead thoTe arms haft torn. 

Which once the greateft of mankind had worn. 

Yet live ! I give thee one iUuftrious day, 

A blaze of glory eVr thou fad'ft aWay. ^40 

For ah f no more Andromache (hall come, 

With joyful tears to welcome He&or home f 

No more officious, with endearing charms. 

From thy tir*d limbs nnbrace Pelides* arms ! 

: Then with his fable brow he gave the Nod, 24; 

That Teals his word ; the fan^ion of the God. 

The ftubborn arms (by Joveh command difpos'd) 

Conformed fpontaneous, and around him clos'd ; 

Fill'd with the God, enlarged bis members grew, 

Thro" all his veins a fudden vigour flew, 250 

The blood in brifker tides began to roll. 

And Mars himfelf came rufhing on his foul. 

V. 247. The fiubbom arms, &c.] The words are, 
H, k^ KvctHvia'tf iv o^pi^ai vtv^i Kpeyiar, 

If we give ipfioa a paflive fignification, it will be, the arms /Itted 
He^or ; but if an a<flive (as thofc take it who would put a greater 
difference between He^or and Achilla ) then it belongs to Jupiter t 
and the fenfe will be, Jupiter made the arms fit for him, whiclr 
were too Urge before : I have chofen the laft as the more poetical 

Exhortinj^^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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Exhortlng'^loud thro' all ^8 fi^ h« (boje, 

Ai^d look'd^ a||d ^ov'd, Jtbilks, or a God. 

Now Mefthles^ GUtucus, Jtft^#« h© iD^ires, 255 

Now Phorcys^ driomiHs, and Hipf^bous fire$; 

Tiie^e^t Tberfihcius lik^ ftu^ lbui|d, 

Aprop<eus isindied at tlic £Dund, 

Ana Ennomus, iiv^uguvy vcnowA^d. 

i^r all ye hofb, aii^liear^ unnamiMr^d baqds ado 

Of neighbVing natioiif^ or of diftant lands t 

*Twas not for Rem wc fiHrnnon^d yovi fo fkr. 

To boail our numboO) and the pooi^ of war * 

Yc came to fight j a valiant Be to chaAr, 

To* favc our prefent, and oor faure raotr d6 J 

For this^ our wealth, our produ£!» you enjoy^ 

And glean thcrcKfts of exhaafted fr^. 

Now then to conquer or to die prepare^ . ' 

To die or conqucr,^ are the terms ofwar^ 



V« 260. Urmumber^tl hondi Of netgbhouring nattont,^ Biiflafhfu9 
fcas verv well expl$ii^4 th|| artiftpe 0/ tbje fpeecb of He^w, whff 
indire^Iy anfwerd all Glaucai's inveftives, and humbles his vanity, 
Claucus had juft fpoken as if the Lycians were the only allies of 
Troy I znA Heffqr here. fjMjajcs c/ the puipcrpus troojvsi of diflTer^nt 
nations, which he cxprefly defigns by calling them borderers upon* 
his kingdon?, th^^y io ipi}»e n^^ni^r, t^ Qj^h^f . t^ Lvv/^iw, who 
were of a country more remote j as if he did not voucbfati^ tp reckoa 
them. He afterwards confutes what Oancus faid, *' that if ihc* 
*^ Ljfiaia wo^ld talft hif iMivi<;e, tttey lypujd rejturft ho«Pe ;" foy. 
be gives them tp ^nde^ftan4^ tjiaX b^ii^g hi^ed troops, they 4rc 
<?^!lgpd to perfpriqi^ thfiir. fefwyjain^ ^q^ t^ hght till, the w*f »? at aa« 

Whatovca 
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Whatever hsod Ihsll win Patfwhu flmiy 270 

Wlioe*er (hall drag him t4 thtt Tr^itk ttain^ 
With Hea9t\ iidf flu^ Mtoal hotobim cl^ili ; 
With Hf^flT part the (jpofl, M fliare the fbhe. 

Fir'd by hb wofd«, the trbops dtfihife thelt feitfs. 
They join, thcjr thicken, they pfotend th^ fptos ; 27 J 
Full^btt AntGfi/lts th<!y di-ive ih iifttt aiWy, 
And each from j/^aii hopes tlii( ^oYfottt pr^y: 
Vmin hopt f t*fcat mntabeh ihaB the field Orfpread, 
What viaims perifti round the Ihigiity dtiSLd ? 

Great Jjax mark'd the jgrowihg ftdrth from far, ±9(;k 
And thus befpokd his brbther of the fvif . 
Our fatal day, ahuj is tomfe t^iyliflefid) 
And all oQf wars 8^ glories St Ata did ! 
•Tis not thiff coffe aldkie W6 guard iti Vaiti, 
Condemn'd to vhltors bn the Jrcf <ttr plain ; 2f 5 

We too i^Bft yield: Thb fiime fad faie fodft fUt 
On thee, ^ flit, perhaps (my fiifcml) on alK ' 
Seie what a tSApeft dii^I ^^(^^ i^d§. 
And lo ! il %alfb, !l Aahdeii oii (W he«d^ ! 
Call qvK oar Ginet^, if ihf h^t iht cbU, 2^6 

The braveft Gr^/ ; This imS: diemahds thedi tf . 



V. 290. Call on our Greeks.] Eufiatbhs giv« three reafoni 
why Ajax bids Menihus call the Creeh to their amftahcc ; inftcad 
of calling them himfelf. He imght be afhamed to do it, lef^ it 
would look like Fear, and turn to his difhonour: Oi: the cWeft 
were more likely to obey Meftelius : Ox he had too much bufineft 
oi the war upon his hands, and wanted lelfurle ihbre thah the oth^r. 

The^- 
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The warrior rais'd his voice, and wide around 
The field re echo'd the diftre(sful found. 
Oh chiefs ! oh princes ! to whofe hand is giv*n 
The role of men ; whofe glory is from heaven ! 2gj 

Whom with due honours both Jtriiiej grace: 
Yie guides and guardians of ouv Argivi race ! 
Ally whom this well known voice (hall reach from far. 
All, whom I fee not thro* this cloud of war. 
Come idl ! let gen*rotts rage your arms employ^ 309 

And fave Patraclus from the do|;s of Trty^ 

OiUan Ajax firft the voice obey'd. 
Swift was his pac^, and ready was his aid % 
Next him Jdomeneus^ more /low with age, 
And Merion, burning with a heroes rage* 301 

The long fucceeding numben who can name ? 
But all were Gretb, and eager all for &me. 
Fierce to the charge great He^or led the throng ; 
Whole Trty embodied, rufli'd with Ihonts along. 
Thus, when a mountain billow foams and raves, 3 10 
Where fome fwoln river difembogues his waves, 
FuU in the mouth is flopped the ruihing tide. 
The boiling ocean works fiom fide to fide, 

^. 30*. Oilcan Ajax Jlrjf.l Ajax OTleus (lays Euftatbius) is the 
firft that comes, being brought by his love to the other ^ax, at it 
is natural for one friend to fly to the affiftance of another : To 
^hich we may add> he might Ycry probably come firft^ becaufe iie 
jur^s the fwiftcft of all the haocs, 

Trac 
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The river trembles to hb utmoft fhore, 

Aod diftant rocks rebellow to the roar. 31 j 

Nor le(s refoIvM, the firm Acbaian band 
With brazen fhields in horrid circle (Und : 
J9ve^ poaring darknefs o^r the mingled fight. 
Conceals die warriors ikining hdms in Night : 
T^ him, the chief for whom the hofU contend^ 32^ 

Had liv'd not hatefal, for he liv^d a Fnend; 
Pead he proteds him with Superior care, 
l^or dooms his carcafe to die birds of air* 

The firft attack the Grecians fcarce fo^n, 
Repols*d, they yield ; the Trojans feife the flain ; 32 j 
Then fierce they rally, to revenge led on 
By the fwift rage of J^ax Telamon 
(Ajax to Ptkus^ fon the fecond name. 
In graceful ^ure next, and next in fame.) 
With headlong force the foremoft ranks he tore ; 330 
So thro' the thicket burfts the mountain- boar. 
And rudely fcatters, far to diftance round. 
The frighted hunter and the baying hound. 



V. 31S. JoTC fmtrin^ darktiefs.'} Homer, who in all his formet 
•defcriptions of battels is 'fo fond of mentionijig the luftre of the 
arms, here ihades them in darkneis ; perhaps alluding to the clouds 
of dnft that ¥rere raifed j or to the throng of combatants : or elfe to 
denote the lofs of Greece in Patrocbu ; or laftly, that as the heavens 
iiad mourned Sarptdon in ihowers of blood, fo they might JPatreclut 
m dottdt df dackncisi Mujlstbiuh 



TU 
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Hie ion of Letinu, hnvt Ptlafgui beir, 
Hippothous^ draggM the carcafe tiiro* the war ; tjjj 

The iinewy aneks bor*d» the feet he bound 
With thongs, mferted thro^ the double woond v 
Inevitable fate overtakes the deed \ 
Doomed bx great Ajax* vengeful lance to Ueedi 
{t cleft the helmet's brazen cheeks in twain ; 340 

The lhatter*d creft^ and horfe-hair Ibow the plain ; 
With nerves rdax'4 he tumbles to the ground : 
The brain comet. gufliing thro* the j^iafily wound} 
He drops FairoclMs* foot, and o*er him %read 
Now lies, a fiid companion of the dead : 345 

Far from Larijfa lies, his native air. 
And ill requites his parent's tender care. 
Lamented youth ! in life's iirft Uoom he fell^ 
Sent by great Ajax to the ihades of hell. 
. Once more at Ajax^ Heaor*% jav'lin flies 1 350 

The Grecian marking as it cut the ikies, 
Shunn'd the dcfcending death ; which hifling on, 
Stretch'd in the duft the great Ipbytus* fon, 
Scheditts the brave, of all tlie Pbocian kind 
The boldeft warrior, and the nobleft mind : 355 

in little Panope for ftfength xteown^d, 
tie held his feat^ and hil'd the featiAs around. 



V. 356. Panopc renowned.'] Panope ^as a fin'all town twcn^' 
fi4kiU from Ctxronea, en the fide of mount Pam^iu, and it is 

bird 
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'Plang'd in his throat, -the weapon drank his blood. 
And deep tranlTpierdng, thro* the"0ioidder flood; 
^In datigkig arms the hero feil, and all 369 

The fields rtfoonded with his weighty fall. 
^tn'tys, as^flatn Uippofbous he defends. 
The Tilamonian lance his htVtf rends ; 
The hollow amour barft-bdbre the'ftroke. 
And thro* the wound the rufliittg entrails brdce. -56=$ 

In ftrcmg oonvolfions pan(iog'«<m the fimds 
Hetlies, and grafps the duft with dying hands. 
Struck atrtiie fight, recede die Trojan train : 
The (honting jfrgives -firip die heroes flain. 
And now had Troy^ by. GrMc» compelled to yield, 570 
Fled to her ramparts, ^d refigiiM the fields 
Greue, in her nadve fordtude date. 
With Jove avecfe, had tum'd the fcale of fate : 
But Pbathus urgM Mmas to die fight; 
He feem'd like aged Fertfheu to fight : 575 

Jiard to know why Bmtr gives it the epithet of MflMcteV, vA 
lilies it the refidence of Scbedius, King of the Pbcdans ; when it 
was but nine hundred p^^es in circuit, and had no palace nor^gymna^ 
fiom, nor theatre, nor market, nor fountain ; nothing in ihort that 
ought to have been in i town which is the refidente of a King. 
Paufamai (in Pbodc) gives the reafon of it 5 he fays, tliat as Pboci$ 
was expofed on that fide to the 'inroads of thfe Boeoh'ans, Stbediut 
made ufe of Panop« as a fort of citadel, or place of arms. Dacier. 
V. 375. Hefemed like aged ^Pcriphas.j The fpcech of Peripbat 
tO'^/uas hints at the double fate, and the necefiity of means. It 
is much like that of St. Paul, after he was promifed, that no body 
ibould peri/h^; he fays, except tbeje abide, je canH9( be fived» 

VpL. V. B : (A he- ^ 
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(A herafd iff .yj^^^' love grown old, 

ReyerM for pradence^ sod wiih prndcmce, b<4d.}' 

Thus he— ^-— wliAt methods |r«c, oh cUef! femaint . 
To fave your 7r*^ tho' lieav'ix ito foil orfwtt^ 
There have been heroes, who by virtaous CM» ^<l 

By valour, Bumbers, a»d b^ 9Ct9 ofi wai^ 
Have forcM the^^ow'rft to Tp^ro ajinkiog flste, 
And gain'4 4t )ong|h t^ ^^rioiK odd^ of iate. 
But yon, when immt feflos, when 7ov« dodaret 
His partial fi^roor* aftd affiib youn wars, ^Sf 

Your (hameAiI^fiorld *gaifift your Selves employ^ 
And force th* unwilliag-God to ruin Tny. 

^ji^af ^ro* the lorni^affiifflUdc&nes 
The pow'r conoealfd, Mid thut^ to HtShr cricf^ 
Oh Ming ihame f to our own fears a prey, 390 

We feek our ramparts, asid defert the 6x^^ 
A God (nor is lie le&) my bofom warms. 
And tells me, ^^t^z;^ aflert»tiie 7V^'«»aiins. 

He fpoke, and foreraoil to the combate flewt 
The bold exaniple all his hoib ptirfQp. ^5 

Then fkft, LmrUus beneath him hled^ 
In vain beloved by valiant Lycom.(k^ 
Who view*d his fall, and gi^eving at ^e^ancei^ 
Swift to revenge it, fent his angry lance: 
The whirling lance, with vigorous force addrei^ 406 
Defcends^ and pants In Jfi/am^i br^ : 



From 
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'From rich FeeonitC^ vales the warrior came, ^ 

l^ext thee» JJiirtptusI in jpkceand fame* 

Afteropeut with grief bchdd the daiiiy 

And roih'd combate, but he ruih*d in vain : 405 

Indiflblubly firm, around the dead. 

Hank within rank, on buckler -bockler Q^read, 

And hemmM wjth^briftled Qsean, the Gntiam Hood; 

A brazen bulwark, and an iron wood. 

<^reat Jjax eyes them with incefl^t carc^ 410 

And in an orb coiitra£l8. the cronded war, 

Clofe in their ranks commands to %ht or fall, 

And ftands the centre and thefonl of. all : 

Fixt on the fppt ^ey war, ^nd wounded, wounds 

A fanguine torr)»t (le^ the reeking ground^ 41 5' 

On heaps the Greeks^ on heaps the Trojans bled. 

And thickening round 'em, rife the hilb of da|iL 

Greece^ in dofe order, and coUedled m%ht. 

Yet fuffers leaft, and fways the wavVing fight 1 

Fierce as conflicting fires, the combate burn^, 4^^ 

And now it rifes, now it finks by turns. 

In one thick darknefs all the fight was lod ; 

The fun, the moon, and all th' ethereal hoft^ 

Seem*d 



V. 41X, In one thick darknefs; &c.] The darknefs fprcad over 
*e body of Patroclus is artful upon leveral accounts. Firft, a fine 
image of poetry. Next, a token of Jupiter's love to a righteous 
man i But the chief defign is^to protract the a6tion ; which, if the 
Trojam had feen the fpot, muft have been decided one way or other 
B » ia 
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SeemM as extind ; day raviih'd from their eyes, 
And all heav'ns fplendors blotted from the ikifis. 425 

Sach o'er Patroclus* body hung^he Night* 
The reft in fodhine fought, and open light-: 
Unclouded there, th* aerud azure fpread. 
No vapour refted on the mountain's head. 
The gdlden fun ponrM forth a ftronger ray, 43^ 

i^nd all the broad expanfion Bam'd widi jda^* 
Sifpers'd around the plain, by fits they fight; 
i^nd here, and there, their fcatter*d arrows lights 
But death and darkneis o^-er the carcafe fpread. 
There bum*d the war, and there the mighty bled. 43 ( 
Mean:while the fons of Nejlor^ in the ? ear^ * 

(Their fellows routed) tx& the diftant fpear^ 
And fidrmiih wide*: So iV^jlor^ave command. 
When from the fiiips he fent the Pylian band. 
The youthful brothers thus for fame contend* 440 

Nor knew the fortune of AchilUi friend % 
]p &)ught th^y view'd him Itill^ with martial joy^ 
plqriqus in aiTns, and dealing deaths to ^r^j^ 



In a very fliort time, ^fides, the 'tn]mn liaving the tetter in t!ic 
atCtion, ihuft have ieized the body contrary to the intention of the 
author. There are innumerable inftances of thefe little niceties 
and particularities of condu£^ in Homer, 

v. 436. Meiuiwbt/e the fim of Neftor, 1* the rear, ^c] It is 

. not without reafon Homer in this place makes particular mention of 
the Tons of Neftor, It is to prepare us againft he fends one of them 

^ ^biUes, t9 tell him the death jof ius f riexuL. 

Bat 
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Bat round the corfe, the heroes pant for breathy 
And thick and heavy grows the work of death : 44$ 

O^erkbour'd now, with du^, and fweat, and gooe. 
Their knees, their legs, their feet are covcr'd o*er jr 
Drops follow drops, the clouds on clouds arife. 
And carnage clogs their hands, and darknefr fills thenr 

eyer. 
As when a flaughter'd bull's yet reeking hidif, 450 

Scraln'd with full force, and tugg'd from fide to {\^y 
The brawny carriers ftretch ; and labour Ver, 
Th' extended furface, drunk with fat and gore i 
So tugging round the corps both armies flood ; 
The mangled body bath'd in fweat and blood: 455 

While Greeks and llians equal Ilrength employ. 
Now to the /hips to force it, now to Troy, 
Not Pallas' felf, her brcaft when fury warms-,^ 
Nor he, whofe anger fets the world in arms^ 



V. 45b. A when a Jlaughter^d buIPs yet reeking hlJe] Bomew 
gives us a moft lively defcription of their drawing the body on all 
fides, and inftrufls in the ancient manner of ftrctching hides, being 
firft made foft and fupple with oil. And tho' this compatifon be 
one of thofe mean and humble on^s which fume have objeiled to^ 
yet it has alfb its admirers for being fq exprbffiye, and for repre- 
fentine ttf the imagination the moft ilrong imd exadt idea of the 
fubjedt in liand. Eujfatbiusl 

V, 458. Not Pallas* felf.'] Homer fays in the original, " Af/- 
" nerva could not have tounA fault, tho* flie were angry." Upon 
which Euftathius ingenioufly obferves, how common and natural it 
is for perfons in anger to turn criticks, and find faults where Uiete 
mt none. 



B I Could 
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Could blame dus icene; fuch fage, fudrhorror raguM ;4.6o 

Such, J^ove to honour the great dead ordained. 

jichilles in his ihips at diflance ky^ 

Nor knew dre fatal fortune of the day i 

He, yet unconfcious of Patroclm^ foil. 

In dud extended under liienh waU> 46^ 

Expefls him glorious from the conquered plaift. 

And for his wiih'd return prepares in vain ; 

Tho* well he knew, to make proud Ilion bend. 

Was more than heav'n had deftinM to his friend. 

Perhaps to him : This Thetis had revealed | 470 

The red, in pity to her ioo^ concealU 

SiiU 



V, 468. ■ ■ To maki proud Ilion ind, 

H^M more than beav*n bad promts* d U hit friend^ 
Parbapi to bim,"] In theft words the Poet artfully hiiit» 
at jtcbiiUs*9 death $ he makes him not abfoKitdy to flatter nimTelf 
vrith.the hopes of ever taking Troy, in his own perfon; however he 
does not fay this exprefly, but' paifes it over ti an ungrateful fubje<^« 
£uMatbius4 

V. 47*. The reft, in pity to ber fin, eomeaVdJ] Here ((ayi the 
lame author) we have two rules laid down for common ufe. One^. 
not to tell our friends all their mifchances at once, it being oftea 
fieceiTary to hide part of them, as Thetis does from Achillet : The 
other, not to pufli men of courage upon all that is poflible for them 
to do. Thus Achilles, tho* he thought Patroclus able to drive the 
Trojans back to their gates, yet he does not order him to do fo 
much I but only to fave the (hips, and beat them back into the 
field. 

Homer* s ddmonifliing the reader that AcbiSes*s mother had con* 
cealed the circumfhmce of the death of his friend when ihe in* 
' ilru^ed hun in his fate ; and that all he knew, was only that Troy 
could not be taken at that time ; this is a great inftance of his care 
of the probability, and of his having the whole plan of the Poem 
at once in bis he^d. For v£on the fuppofition that Acbi/les wat 
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Still rag*<l tke coofffift round die hero dead, ^ 
And heaps on heaps, hy mutaal wotinds they bled. 
Cars*d be the man (ev\i private Gr^^yfj would fay) 
Who dares dcfert this weH difputed day T 475 

Vv/St may die cleaving earth before our eyes 
Gape wide, and drink Our blood for facrifice-r 
Firil perifh all» e'er haughty Troy fhall boaft 
We lod Pairociut^ and our glory loft. 

Thus they. While with one voice the Trojans faid; 480 
Cnnt this day, Jove I or heap us on the dead I 

Then clafh their founding^ arms; the clangors riie> 
And Stake the brassen concave of the ikies. 

Meantime, at diibnce from the fcene of Uood, 
The penfive fteeds of ^eat JcbUhi fiood s 48 ; 

Their 



lnAniftel la his fate, it wm a natitral objeAion^ bow tame he to 
liaar^ 'his ftiend ? If lie was ignonmt on the other hand of the 
impoflibiUty of Trn'a being ukes at that timei he might. for all he 
tt&ew, be robbed by hh friend (of whole valour he had fb ^od an- 
opiaioB) of that glory, which he Was tinwiUIng to part with. 

V. 4S4. At Stftance from the fame of hhod.} If the horfcs had 
Mbt gone afide out of &t war, Homtr cotild not haye introduced fe 
Well what he defign*d to their honour. So he makes them weeping 
m fecret (as their Mafter AchiHis ufed to do) and afterwards coming 
into the battel, where they are taken notice of and purfaed by 
ffeffor. Euftaibius, 

V. 485. Tbe Unfivt fteeds of great Achilles, &c.] It adds a 
freat beauty to the pdem when inanimate things a£t like animate. 
Thus the heavens tremble at Jupiur'i nod, the Tea parts kielf to 
receive NeftunCf the groves of Ida ihake beneath yuno'% feet, &u 
As al^ to find animate or brute creatures addreft to, as if rational 3 
So Ht£h>r encourages his horfes ; and one of JidnUeC% is not only en- 
dooiwith fpcech^ but with foreknowledge of fi^tuxe eventi. Here 

B4 tbey 
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Their godlike mtfter fltia before their cyes^ 
Thejp wept, and (har'd in.humin miferies. 
In vain .Jutomedm nOw (hakes the rein, 
Now^ plies the la(h» and Tooths and. threats in vain ; . 
Nor to the fight, nor HelUfpont they go»L 49^% 

Reftive they flood, and obfUnate in woe : 
Still as a tomb. done, never to be mov*d,. 
On feme good man, or. woman unrepfov*d. 
Lays its eternal weights or fix*d as fUndt 
A marble, courfer by the fculptor's banda^ , 49; 

iPlac'd 

they weep for Patroelus, txA fttnd fix*d tnd immoTeaBIe with grieft 
Thus is this hero univerfidly moum*d, and. every thing concun to- 
hment bis lofs. Euffatbius, 

. As to the particular fidion of the horfes weeping, it is countc* 
nanc'd both by naturaliftt and hiftorians. jirtftotk and PUwf write, , 
ths^ thefe animals often deplore their mafters loft in battel, tiid> 
even (hed tears for them. So Solinus, c. 47. Mlian relates the 
Jike of elephants, when they are carried from theii natlre country, 
De animaL lib. lo. c. j 7. Suetonius in the life of Cafar, tells us, 
that feveral horfes which at the paflags^ of* the Rubicon had beca 
confecrated to Man, and tum'd loofe on the banks, were obfenred 
for fome days after to abftain from feeding, and to weep abundantly, 
Froximis Jiehus, equorum grists quoi in trnj^ciendo Rjubicone Jhtmim 
Marti confecraratf ac fine cujtode vagcs dimijtrat, corner it pabuio perw 
tinadjjime ahjiinerey ubertimque Jiere, cap. 8i. 

yirgil could not forbear copying this beautiful citcumflance' i» 
thofe fine lines on. the horfc of Pallas, 

Pofi hellator ejuus, p£ptis infignibus, , JEtbon 
h lacrymans, guttiffue bumeSiat grandibus ora*. 

V. 4A^. Orfix'd, at Jhnds A' marble courjer, Becl^ fKnn^ alludet 
to the cuftom in thofe days of placing columns upon tombs^ on 
which columns there were frequently chariots with two or four 
horfes. This fucnifliM Homer with this beautiful image, as if thtfe 
horfes meant to remain .there, to fcrve for an immortal monument 
to Patroelus,. Dacier.. 

I ke» 
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Placed on the heroes grave. Along their £ice,. 
The big roand drops cottrs*d down with filent pace^. 
CoBglobing on, the dail> Their manes, that kte 
Circled their arched necks, and wavM in ftate. 
Trailed on the dud beneath the yoke were fpread, 500^ 
And prone to earth was hung their languid head : 
Nor Jove diidain'd to caft a pitying look. 
While thus relenting to the deeds he fpoke. 

Uphappy courfers of immortal fhrain f 
Exempt from age, and deathlefs now in vain 1 505 

Did we your race on mortal man bellow. 
Only, alas! to (hare in mortal woef 
For ah ! what is there, of inferior birth. 
That breathes or creeps upon the dud of earth : 
What wretched creature of what wretched kind, 5i<y 
Than man more weak, cakmitous, afld blind? 
A miferable race ! but ceafe to mourn : 
For not by yon fhallPr/tfiR^s (on be borne 

I believe M. paeier refines tix) much in this note. Hdmer fay'f^ 
-1 iji ywechiiou and fecms to turn the thought only on the 



ilrmners of the column, and not on the imagery of it: Which would 
give k an air a little too modern, like that of Sbahfpear, ^he fat 
tike Patience on a wutnaimtt, fmiJing at Grief. Be it as it will^ 

this conje£hire is ingenious ; and the whole comp.irifon is as beau* 
tiful as juft. The hories landing ftill to mourn for their maimer, 
could not be raoro finely reprelented than by the dumb forrow of" 
images (landing over a tomb. Perhaps the very pofture . in Which 
thefe horfes are de(cribed, their heads bowed down, and their manea 
falling in the duft, has an allufion to the attitude ia which thofe 
ftatues on monuments were ufually reprefented^ There are Bafs" 
Relief t that faYOur thit cooj^dtture. 

B5 High 
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High on the fptendid car: one glbrioas prize 

He ra(My boftfts f the Teft our wiU denies. ^ . 515 

Ourfelf will TwUtnefs to your nerves impart, 

Ourielf with fifing {pirits fwell your heafC 

^tUcmeJon your nptd Htgbt (halt be«r 

Safe to the navy thro* the dorm of war. 

For yet 'tis giv'n to Tiroy, to ravage o'er 520^ 

The field, and %ead her flaughters to the fiiore ; 

The fun ihall fee her conquer, 'till his fall 

With (acred darknefs fhades the lace of all. 

He faid ; and breathing in tk' knmortal horft 
Exceffive fpirit, urg*d them to the courfef - S^S'^ 

From their high manes they (hake the duft, aaod bea^ 
The kindling chariot thro' the parted war: 
So flies a vulture thro' the clam'foos train 
Of geeie, that fcream, and fcatter round thepkin* 
From danger now with Aviftefl fpeed they flew, 530^* 

And now toconqueft with like (peed purfue^ 
Sole in the feat the charioteer remains^ ' 
Mow plies the jav'lin, now dire£b the leins : 



V. 52a. The fun JbaB fee Troy empier.^ It if worth otferWilf 
-with wfut art and - economy Homkt conducts his fabl«, to4>riiig on^ 
the catadrophe. jiebi//fs muft hear Patroclut^% death; He£for moil; 
fcU by hesi hand : This cannot happen if the armies continue fighting 
ai)OUC t})e body of Patroehtt y^Act the wali» of Troy, Therefore, t» 
change the face of alfairs, Jupiter is going to taife the courage of the 
Trojani, and sfiake them repulfe and chafe the Creeks again as far at 
their iieet,; this obligjss AthiUet to go forth, though without arms>. 
lad thereby e?cry thing comes to an ifliie» i)muf% 

Him 
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Him brave Alcimedoh behdd^illreft, 

Approached tke diariot, and tke c)itef «ddreft. 535 

What God piovokes tkee, raMy thas to dart^ 
Alone, makled^ tnihe duckeft w^url 
Abs! thy bind isilaiB, vAHeOvr yMth 
Achilles' arms trminpluiDt in ^ fields. 

In happy time (the charioteer replies) ][40 

The bold Alcimtdm now greets my dyes ; 
No Greek like him t3ie hcaf Hify fteeds reftmn, 
' Or holds their fury in foipended reins: 
Patroclust ^vh^ he liv*dy their rage co^ tame. 
But now Patroclus is an empty name ! ^^. 

To thee I yidd the ftat^ to thee cefigQ 
The ruh'ng charge : ^e talk of fight be nuBT. 

He (aid. Jldmedqn, with adive heat« 
Snatches the reins, and vanks into the ieat. 
His friend defeends. The chief oS Troy delcry^d, 550^ 
And call*d JBaeas fighting near his fide. 
Jjo, to my 4ght beyond oiir>hope TefitDr*d». - 
JcbNles* cas^ deferted of its Lordi 
%e glorioos fleedi our vaady aims invite^ ' 
Scarce their weak drivers^ guide them th^' (he %bt : 55f 

: . \. Caa- 



y% 555. ScarA their toeak" drhuen.Y There'was'biit dn^^jvep 
BacC' Jun'medon was alone upon the chariot j znd^tomfdon was got 
Jowo to fight. But in poetiy, Su well as in paintmg, there is oftin'^ 
Vot oao noflocat to- bt tskMi hoU>oA« MtQor kt^AkmaloM mount 

th« 
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Can fuch opponenu fiaad, when we aflkil ? 
Unite thy foKC^ my friend, and we prevail. 

The fon of Vinus to tlie counftl yieldf i 
Then oVr their backs they fpread their folid ihielclsf' 
With braft refulgent the broad farfaceflttn*d» 560* 

And diick ball hides the fpacious concave lin*d. 
,Thcm Cbromiui fallows,. Aretus fucceeds^ 
Each hopes die conqpeft of the lofty fteeds^ 
In vain, brave youths, with gtorious hofies ye bam« 
In vain advance! not &ted to return^ 56^ 

Unmoved 



tBe tlhsnot, before Attomeion was defcen^ed from it ; and thereo^ir 
}udgmg of their intcntSoo> and feeing them both as yet upon the 
chariot, he calls to Mtuas, He terms them both drivers in mockery^ 
kecaufe he faw'them take the reins one after Che other 5 as if he 
fy^, that chariot had t\M> drivers,, but never a fighter. It is one 
^ngk tnement that makes this image, fii reading the Poets one ofteit. 
falls into great ^eiplexities, for want of rightly diftingviihing the 
point of time in which they fpeak. Dacier, 

The art of Emut, in this whole paflage coBceming^^CifOMwdMr, i» 
very remarkable ^ in finding out the only proper occafion, for fo re- 
aowned a perfon as the charioteer of .^i&/&r to fignalise hir valour. 

V. 564. In vain, hravi y9tttbs, voith g!onotts tofts ye hum^ 
< In n/aim advance f mt fated t9 rttunul, 

Thefe beautiful antieipations are frequent in thePoets^ wher affe6l 
to fpeak in the chancer of prophets, and men infpired with the 
lAOwifidge of futarity. 7hus yirgil to Tumusi 

JHeJaa mem bomimm fatU'^^turm ten^us erit, Sec* 

SoTaJff Cknt. lau mhatArgattu bad vowed the deftro^liQa oi' 
TMcred» 



'oa0 giurameiftp ! Etcp eontrari 
$ifitir 4^« lii ^ttti sP ska Jiemt:- 



Xcadof 
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Unroov*4> Aulomdm attends the figbt, . ^ 

Implores th' Eterna], and colleds his night. 
Then taming to his friend* with daontleis mind : 
Oh keep the foaming^couriers clofe behiod! 
Full on my 0ipulders let their noftrils blovr,. jj9> 

For hard the fight, determin-dis the foe;. 
Tis HeSor comes; and when he feeks the prize. 
War knows no mean : he wins it, 6c he dl^*. 

Then thra* the£eld he^fende his voice aloud. 
And calls th> Jjfuu from the warring.croud, j;.^j^ 

With great Atriits, . Hither turn (he faid) 
Turn, where diftrefs demands inundate aid ; . 
The dead, incircled b/ his friends^ fbr^,, 
i^nd fave the living from a fiercerfoe. 
Unhelpi^d we fl^nd^ <nneqiial to engage ^^ 

The force of Htthty UAd^JSmas' rage: 



JS cader queJH^ in teneon fart e/liiat ' 

^ Satto co/ut, cb* d fa gia prefo, e vinf^ 

Mni Jfiikommakti the like apoftropbe to Sme it her kximg jUoiP 
Sefoit (he met the ferpent. 



-Sbfi to him engaf^d 



TTo he return* d iy noon amid the hotutry 
Jb»i nU things in hefi order to invite 
Noontide rep^ft^ or afternooiCt repofe, 
O wttteb deceivdf much faiitng, bapleft Eve X 
Tbou never from tBai bomr,. in paradife, 
Fmrnf/euberfweetrepaf, w found r^fo. 



Yet 
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Yet mighty as they arc> toy force to prove^ 
Is only mine: th' event belongs to Jove. 

He fpoke, and higb the founding jav*h'n ffang^^ 
Which pafs*d the Ihield of Jntus the young; 5R5; 

ft pierc'd bis belt, en^fs'd whb carious arti^. 
Then in the lower belly fbcfc the <fart. 
As when a pond-roos axe defcending fuil,. . 
Cleaves the broad forehead of fome brawny- b^]Ii 
Strudc 'twixt die horns, he fpringswithraai^ a bonndy^^^ 
Then tumbling, rolls enormous on the^oundt 
Thus fell the youth ; the air his foul receiv'd. 
And the fpear tremblet as his entrails heav'd. 

Now at Automedon the Trojan foe 
DifchargM his lance; the meditated blow>. Vm: 

Stooping, he (hunn'd; the j^v'lin idfy fled, 
Ahd hi(s*d innoxious o*er the heroVhead : 
Beep rooted in the ground, the forceful fpear 
Is'long vibrations fpent its fury there. 
With clafhing ^ulchions now the chiefe had clos*d^ 6ca^ 
Bat^eacb brave .^s^Ni^ heard^ and interj^'dir 
Nor longet He&or with his Trojans flood. 
But left their flaia companion in his blood^. 
His arms ^tf/0^^^0^ divefl8,,and^^ri^f>/ 
Accept, Patroclus, this mean fircrMce. 60^ 

Thus have I footh'd my griefs,.. ^n4.4u« hav^paid. 
Poor as it is, fome of*jrbg to thy (bade. 

So 
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So looks the Hon o*cr a^nanglcd boar. 
All grim with rage, and horrible with gore? 
High on the chanotat one bound he fprung, ^1^ 

And o*er hie feat the bloody trophies hung. 

And now JB^'wrvir^ from the realms of air 
Befcends impetnoosi and renews the war; 
For, pleased at length the Grecian arms to aid. 
The Lord of Thunders fent the Wue-cy'd Maid. . 615, 
As when high Jwe denouncing future woe^ 
0*er the dark clouds extends his parple bow,r^ 
(In fign of tempeds from the troubled air, . 
Or from the rage of man, deibuAive war) 
'Fhe drooping cattd dread th' impending fkies, 6^ar 

And from the kdftili'd iidd tfare labVer files. 
In fuch a form the Goddefs round her drew 
A livid cloud, and to the battel flew. 
Afiumbg Pbtenix' ihape, on earth (he falls. 
Arid in his well- known voice to Sparta calls. ^ze 

And lies AchUles' fi-iend bclov'd by all, 
A prey to dogs beneath the Trojan wdll ? • r 

What fhame to Greece for future times to 'tell^ 
To thee the greated in^ whofe caufe he fell f 

Oh chief, oh father ! (Atrem' foh replies) iyi 

Oh full of days ! by long experience wife ? : 

What more defires tay foul, than here, unmov'd, 
T^^uard the body of die man I lov'd ? 
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Ah would MVr/roMi Tend me ilreog^ to rear 

This wcary'd arm, and- ward the ftorm of war ! 6^ 

But He^or, like the rage of- fire we dread^ 

And Jo*veh own glories blaze around his headi 

Pleas'd to be firft of all the powVs addreft» 
She breathes new vigour in her hero's breafl. 
And fills with keen revenge, . with fell defpight, 640 ^ 

P^re of blood, and rage,, and luft of fight. 
So burns the vengeful hornet (foul aU o^er) 
Repuls'd in vain, and thirfty {lill of gore ; 
(Bold Ton of Air and Heat) on angry. wings 
tJntam*d, untir*d^ hrtums^ attacks, and flings. 649: 

fiKd with like ardour fierce Atride* fiev(% 
And Tent his foul with ev'ry lance he threw. 

There flood a ?>£;>», not unknown ta fame,* 
E'itiotCh fbn,. and Bodes, was his name y, 

V, 642. So Burns the vengieful bchtety &c. 1 It is literally in tlie 
Greek, She infpir'd the hero with the ho/dnefi of a fly, Th^ is no 
impropriety in the comparifon, this animal being of all others the 
moft perfevcring in its attacks; and the moft difficult to be beatvn' 
off: The occaHon alfo of the comparifon being the refolute perft* 
ffaiice oi Meneidui about the dead body, renders it fVill the more juft. 
But our prefent idea of the fly is indeed very low, as taken from thr 
littlenefs and infignificancy of this creature. However, fince there 
b really no meannefs in it> theie ought to~be none in expreffing it ; 
and I have done my beft in th& tranfUtion to keep up the dignity of 
say author* 

Witt 
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With riches»honoar*d» anil with courage blefly. • ^y:^ 

By He^or \(yCdy his comra^ and his gucft;. 

Thro^ his broad belt the fpcar a paflage foand^. 

And pondVousas befalls,, his arms refoond. 

Sudden at Heaor'% fide Jpollo ftood^. 

Like ThtetKffSj 4fiui' fon, appeared the God ;: 655: 

(JJius the great, who held his wealthy reign 

In &ir Ahydoi^ by the rolling main.) 

Oh Prince, (he cry.'d) oh foremofl once In fame V 
What Gr£cian now ihall.tvemble at thy namef. 
Doft thou at lenglih to Af#W/i£^ yield,. 6i0 

A chief once thought no terror of the fidd ;; 
Yet fingly, now,, the long: difputed prize 
St bears vidorious, while our army fiies* 
By the. fame armilloftrious Podes bled. 
The friend of Heaar^, unrevengid, is^ dead F 665 

This heard, o'er a<5f«r fpseads a cloud of woc^ 
Rage lifts his lance,, and drives him on the foe. 
^ But now th! Eternal (hook his fable ihield. 
That (haded Itie, and-all the fubiedi field 
Beneath its ample verge. A rolling^doud . 670 

Involved the mount ;. ^he thunder roared aloud ; 



T. 6$j.Sy Hcftbr iov-J, bh comrade, and his guefi,'] Voies the 
^vourite and companion of BeSior, being IciUM on this occafion, 
fecms a parallel .circumftancc to tho* death of v^isfc/Zfef's /avoawte-an4 
companion 5 and was probably put in hesc on purpofe to engage f/ifc- 
Mr oiLtthe. like, occafion with Acbilku 
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Th' alighted hilh from their foundations nod. 

And blaze btneath the lightnings of the God^: 

At one regard of his all-Teeing eye. 

The vanqaiih^ triun)ph, and the vidors fly. 675: 

Then tremtled Grace : The flight Peneleus led j 
For as the hrnvt B^otian ttirn*d his head 
To face the fat, Polydamas drew near. 
And raz'd his (houlder with a fhorten*d fpear : 
B/ HiBor wounded^ Ltitui qaitr the plam, 680* 

PiercM thro' the wrifts and raging with the pain,, 
^rafps his oner formidable lance in vaiAi 

As HeSor followed, Ithtmn addre^ 
The flaming jav'lin to his manly breaft ; 
The brittle point before bis cei^fdet yields;- $8i^ 

Exulting. Troy with damour- fills the fieldsr 
High on his chariot as the Cretan ilood. 
The fon of Priam wbirrd the roiillve wood ^ 
But erring firom its aim^ th^impetuons Q)ear 
Strook to the dnft the 'fqoire and charioteer 69a 

Of martial Menon : Caeranus his^ name. 
Who left fair Lyffutfor the fields of fame. 
On foot bold M^/#tf fought ; and now laid low. 
Had grac'd the triumphs of his Trojan foe; 
But the brave Yquire the ready, couriers brought 695 
And with his li£5 his nafterTs fafety bough(« 

Between* 



dbyGoogk 



FookXVII. homer's ILIAD. 43 

Between his cheek and ear the weapon went. 

The teeth it fliatter'd, and the tongue it rent. 

Prone from the feat he^ tumbles to the plain 5 

His dying hand forgets the falling rein :: qoo: 

This Merion reaches, bending from the car^. 

And urges to defbrt the hopelefs war ; 

Uomeruus confents ; the la(h applies ; 

hvA the fwifc chariot to (he navy flies. 

Nor Jjax Icfi the will of heav'n defcry'^di 705 

And conqueft (hifting to the Trojan fide, 
Turn'd by the hand of Jo'vi. Then thus begun^ 
To Atreui* feed, die godlike Telamn. 

Alas F who fees not Jove'z almighty hand 
Transfers the glory to the ^n^jan hand ? 710 

Whether the weak or ffa-ong difchaige the dart^ 
He gotdea each arrow to a Grtcian heart : 
Not fo dor fpears : mceflfant tha^they caio^ 
He faffen every lance to fall in Tain. 
Deferted of t^e God, yet let us try. 7 > 5 

What human (Irength and prudence can fopply^: 
If yet this honourM corfe, in triumph born. 
May glad the fleets that hope not our return. 
Who tremble yet, fcarce refcu'd from their fates* 
And ilill hear Htilor thundVing.at their gatesi 720 

Some 
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Some hero toa mud be difpatch'd to bear 

The mournful roeflage to PiUdes* ear ;. 

For fure be knows not, diftant on the ihor6» 

His friend, his loy'* dPatrocIuj, is no more. 

But fuch a chief I fpy not thro' the ho(i^ ^2.j; 

The men, the deeds, the armies, all- are loft 

In gen'ral darknefs — Lord of Earth and Air! 

Gh King ! oh Father ! hear my- hamble prayV: 

JDifpel this cloud, the light of heav*n reftore i 

Give me to fee, znd Jjax aika no more: jr^ 

If Greece muft perilh, we thy will obey,. 

But let us perifh in the face of day I 

Witfc 



V". 711. Some kero too muft he difiatch'^d, &c.1 It feeim odd that 
they did not fooner fend this xnefuge taAchilks^ but therr irfonie 
apology for it from the darknefs, and the difficulty of finding a 
proper perfon. It was not every body that was proper to fend, but 
OQe who was a particular friend to Acbilta, who might condole^ 
with him. Sachi was j^ntilocbtts who is lent afterwards, and who, . 
befides, had that necelTary, qualification of being v^( ukv^. Ew 
Jiathiui, 

V. 731. If Greece muflperijh, we thy wiNoheyii 
But kt usferifh in tkefice of day f^ 

This thought has been looked upon as one of the fubh'me(( in Homeri 
Longinut rcprefcnts it in this manner :• ** The thickeft darknefs had 
*' on a fudden covered the Grecian army, and hindered thrtn from 
" fighting :• When A}aM% not knowing what courfe to take, cries 
<* out, Oi'Jove! difperfe this darknefs which covers /i6tf Greeks, and 
**'if we muft peri&i let us ferijb in the light! This is a fentiment 
** truly worthy ot ^ax, he does not pray for life ; that had been 
*' unworthy a hero : But becaufe in that darknefs he could not em- 
" ploy his valour to any glorious purpofe, and vex^d to ftand idle in < 
" the. field of battel,, he only prays that the day may appear, as be- 

*' ioft:- 
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With tears the hero fpoke, and at his prayer 

The God celeating, deai^d the douded air ; 

Forth burft the fan with 1^- enlightening ray; 7 j j 

Th^^Uaze of amour iiaihM againft the day. 

Now* 

^' m% aiTorM of pat6Bg an end to it worthy Kis great heart, though 
•«< Jupittr'hxm&U fliould happen to oppofe his efforts.** * 

M. PAUfe lerajfon (in his dilTertation on the Iliad) endeavours to 
prove t\a,t Lmptms has nifreprefcnted the whole context and fenfe 
nf this paiiage of Homer. The fa£l {fays he) is, that jljax is in a 
very ili&rent fitoation in Homer from that wherein Lotiwinus defcribes 
him. He has not the leaft mteotion of fighting, he thinks only of 
'finding out fome fit perfon to fend to jicbiUes ; and this darknefs hin- 
dering him from feemg fuch a one, is the occafion of his prayer. 
Accordingly it appears by what follows, that as foon as Jupiter 
had difptflcd the cloud, Ajax never falls upon the enemy, but ia 
confequence of his former thought orders Menelaut to look /or Anti'^ 
hebusf to difpatch him to Atbi&s with the news of the death of his 
fucnd* l^ongimtt ^continues this author) had certainly forgot tht 
place from >^nce he took this thought ; and it is not the firft cita- 
tion from Kmwt ^which the ancieots have quoted wrong. Thus Ari- 
fiotle attributes to Csiypfo, the words of Ulyjfci in the twelfth book 
.of the Oi^glfiy \ and confounds .together «wo paflfages, one of the ft" 
cond, the other of the fifteenth book of the Iliad* [Ethic, ad 
Nicom, A 2. ^.9. and A 3. ^' ixj And thus Cicero afcribed to^^^a* 
jnemnoH a long difcourfe of XJij^i:\n the fbcond Iliad \ TDe divhia- 
.tioae, A 2.] and cited as Ajax\, the fpeech of He£ior in the feventh* 
[See Aul. Cielliuiy A 15. r. .6.] Ojie has no caufe to wonder at this, 
-nnce the ancients having Homer almoft by heart, were for that very 
xcafon the more fubje£l to miflake in citing him by memory. 

To this I think one may anfwer, that granting it was partly th» 
4>crafion of Ajax* s prayer ^to obtain light, in order to fend to Achilles, 
^which he afterwards docs) .yet the thought which Lortginu^ attri- 
^tes to him, is very confiftent with it ; and the laft line expreffes 
nothing elfe but an heroic -defire rather to die in the light, thaur 
efcape with fafety in the darknefs. 

'£y ^f <pdti x^ tXiCffov^ tv»t vv roi tvaiu Sro^. 

Mnt indeed the whole ^eech « -only meant to paint the concern and 
difhefs of a brave general ; the thought of fending a hieffenger it 
only a refult from that concern and idHlrefs, and fo but a fmall cir- 
cmnftADcei which cannot beSaHi xo occafion the prayer. 

Mooi^ 
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:Now» nowy Air ides i caft around thy iigh^ 

3f yet Antilochus farvlTes th« fight^ 

Let bim to great Acbillei car convey 

The fatal ncws'^^Afrides hades away. 740 

So turns the lion from the nightly fold, 
Tho^ high in courage, and with hunger bolct,. 
Long gall'd by herdfineny and long veac-d by hounds, 
^i6r ^ith fatigue, and fretted fore with woiindis ; 
The darts fly round him from an hundred hands, 74; 
And the red terrors of the blazing ^rands^ 
n*iil late, relndtnt, > at the dawn of day 
Sour he departs, and quite thi* untaded t{>riey« 
So mov'd Atrides from his dangerous place 
With weary limbs, but with unwilling pace ; 750 

"The foe, he fcar'd, might yet FairtlusySm^ 
^nd much admoni(h*d^ mudi adjur'dhis train* 

Monf. Saiitau lias tmtflated this paifiig^ in two linw* 

Grand Dieu I cbafi la nuH qui nous eouwe Usytux^ 
Et Gombatt centre nitts i la clart/ deitiatxi 

And Mr. la Motte yet better in one, 

[Grand Dieu ! rends nousJejowy $^ combats centre musT ' 

Ent both thcfe {zsDacier vcry.juftly obfenrcs) arc contrary to Ho» 
VKr'i fenfe. He is far from reprefenting Ajax of fuch a daring im- 
piety, as to hid, Jupiter comhate againft him; but only ma}c€s bim 
a/k for light, that if it be his will the Crr^ib fhall periih, they may 
perifli in open day. Km) o^^uraov (favs he) that is, eAamdam 

us, ivithdraw from us your AJjiJiance \ for thole who are deferted by 
Jwe muft periih iafaliibJy, Tto d^ruA of Himer ou|)iC to have 
been prcfcrved. 

Oh 
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Oh gaard ihefe^dicks tajroar durge cenfigii'dy 
And bear the^mcrks^of (he dead io mind^ 
Hofw ikill'd he waft la uA. obHging ait4 75 j 

The mildeft Bumncrs, and the. gehtleft heait : 
fie was, alas ! but fate decreed his ead^ 
In death a hero, ^ in life a friend I 

So parts the chief; bonnxk. to nndc heflew^ 
Add round on aU fidet fent Jus fuercing view. 76^ 

. As the bold \Mi «iida'd ^rith fharpeft^^ 
Of all that wing the mid aerial fk^y 
The facred eagle, from his wdks above 
Looks down,, and fees the diflant thicket move ^ 
Then ftoops, and fbufif)g on the^uiv*ring hare, 76$ 
Snatches his life amid the clouds of air. 
Not with leis qaicbnefs, his exerted fight 
PafsM thb, and ^lat way, thro' the ranks of fight; 
^Till onihe 1^ the chief he (ought, he found ; 
Cheating his men, and Spreading deadis aroond. 770 

To him the Eling. Betov*d of Jonte I draw near» 
Por fadder tidings never touched ^y ear; 



▼. 756. TbemiliUft^manneri, and the leniUft 'heart.'] This Is a f^ne, 
•dogiam of Patroclus: Homer dwells upon it on purpol'e, i^^AchilleCz 
chatader fliould be miftaken; and fliews b^ the praiies he beftows 
liere upon goodnefs, that AcbUks'% chaiafter is not commendable for 
SDorality. jicbiUa^i nanners, intirely oppofite to thofe oS Patroclui^ 
arc not morally good ; ^hey arc only poetically fo, that is to fay^ 
they are well mark*d ; and difcover before-hand what refolutions that 
hero will take : A9 l^th bCfO U Ivgc explained v^a^jflotWi Poe- 
ticks* Pactir* 

Thy 
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TThy eyes'have wimefs'd what a fatal turn ! 
^ow //r9» triumphs, zxi'di xHdl jichaians vaoam^ 
This is not all: Patrocks Qn the ihore yp^ 

^ow pale and dead, ihall fiiccour Qreeit no more. 
Fly to the fleet, this inftant fly, and tell 
The fad Achilles how his lov'd-one feU : 
He too nu^ faafle the-naked corps to gain; 
^^anns zxtJieihir\ who defpoiN the flain. y%m 

^^he youthful warrior heard with flknt woe, 
From his fair eyes the tears began to flow; 
Big with the mighty grief, heflrove to fay 
What forrow dilates, bnt no word found way. 
To brave Ziiodl^rir/ his arsis he :flui)g, yt^ 

Who near him wheeling, drove hk fleeds along. 
Then ran, the momiiful inefiage to impart. 
With tcar>fiill eyes, and with dejcfted heart 
Swift fled the youth : Nor Memtaus ftands, 
(rho' fore diftrefl^ to aid the Pylian bands ; 791^ 

But bi^s bold ThroJ^mede thofe troops fuftaln i 
Himfelf returns to his PaHroclm flaia* . 



V. 78 1. ^e youthful warrior beard witbflent wotf.] Hmner ever 
reprelcnts an excefs of grief by a deep horror, filencc, weeping, and 
not inquiring into th« manner of the friend's death': Nor could An^ 
tilocbus have exprefled his fowrow in any manner fo moving as filcnce* 
Eufiatbius, 

V. 785. To brave Laodonis bh arms be Jung,] Antilocbui leaves 
bis arniour, not only that he might make the more hafle, hut (as 
the ancients conjefture) that he might not be thought to be abfent 
by the enemies j and that feeing bis axTliouf on fome other perfon, 
they might think him fUa in the fight, Mufiatbw^ 

Gone 
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Gone is Antilocbus (the hero faid) 

But hq>e not, wanior^ for Achilles' aid : 

Tho* fierce hb nge, unbosnded be his woe, 795 

Unana'dy he fights not with the T^rojan foe, 

^Tis in our hands alone our hq)es remam, 

-Tis our own vigour muft die dead regain 1 

And (ave onrfdves, while with impetuous hate 

^roy pours along, and this way rolls our ^te. doo 

'Tis well (iaid Ajax) be it Acn thy care 
With Mm99^z aid, the weighty corfe to rear; 
Myfelf and my bold brother will fufiain 
The ihpck ofHeScr and his charging train : 
Nor fear we armies, fighting fide by fide ; €05 

What Trey can dare, we have already try*d. 
Have tryM it, and have flood. The hero faid. 
High from the ground the warriors heave the dead. 
A general daaionr rifes at the fight: 
Lood fhout the Trtyans, and renew the fight. 8iQ 

Not fiercer raih along the gloomy wood. 
With rage infatiate, and with third of blood. 
Voracious hounds, that many a length before 
Their furious hunters, drive the wounded boar f 



V. 794. But b6pe mt, tt>airior$, fir Achilks' ^ft// 
Uftarm'd ■ ] 

This is an tngcnious way of making the valour of Achilks appear the 
jgreater j who, though without arms, goes forth, in the oeit book, 
contrary to the expeSation of AJM and Menelaut, Dacier, 

Vol. V. C But 
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But if the favage turns bis glaring eye, 8^5 

They howl aloof, and round the forefl fly. 

Thus on retreating Gr^^f^*lhe Trojans ^ur. 

Wave their thick faulchions, and their jav'lins (how'r : 

But JJax turning, to their fears they yield. 

All pale they tremble, and forfake the field. Bzo 

While thus aloft the hero's corfe they bear. 
Behind them rages all the ftorm of war ; 
Confufion, tumult, horror, o'er the throng 
Of men, deeds, chariots, urgM the rout along : 
Lefs fierce the winds with rifing flames confpirCi 
To whelm fome city under waves of fire ; 
Now fink in gloomy clouds the proud abodes; 
Now crack the blazing temples of the Gods ; 



V. 825, fefc] The heap of images which How^r" throws together 
at the end of this book,, makes the fame a£lion appear with a very 
beautiful varietyt The <3efcription of the burning of a city is ftiort, 
but very lively. That of y4jax alone bringing up the rear-guard, 
and fhiclding thofe that bore the body of Patroclm from the whole 
Trojan heft, gives a prodigious idea of jijaxy and ds Homer has often 
hinted, makes him juft fecond to Achilla, The image *of the beam 
ya'nts the great ihiture of Patroclus : That of the hill dividing the 
ftrtam is nob^e and natural. 

He compares x.\\t Ajaca to a boar, for their fiercenefs and bold- 
nefs ; to a long bank that keeps off the courfe of the waters, for 
their ftanding firm and immoveable in the battel: Thofe that carry 
ihc dead body, to mules dragging a vaft beam thro* rugged paths, for 
their laboiioufnefs: The body carried, to a beam, for being heavy 
aid inanimate: The Trojass to dogs, for their boldnefs j and to wa- 
ter, for their agility and moving backwards and forwards: The 
Cre-^ks to a flight of ftarlings and jays, for their timoroufncfs and 
fwiftnefs. Bufiaihius, 

The 
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The rambling torrent thro' the ruin rolls. 

And (hects of fmoak mount heavy to the poles. 830 

The heroes fweat beneath their honoured load : 

As when two mules, along the rugged road. 

From the deep mountain with exerted flrength 

I^rag fome vaft beam, or mail's unwieldy length ; 

Inly they groan, big drops of fweat diftil, S}^ 

Th' enormous timber lumb'ring down the hill : 

;So thefe^ Behind, the bulk of /fj ax (lands, 

And breaks the torrent of the rufhing bands. 

Thus when a river fwell'd with fuddcn rains 

Spreads his broad waters o'er the level plains, 840 

Some interpofing hill the dream divides. 

And breaks its force, and turns the winding tides. 

Still clofe they follow, clofe the rear engage 1 

j^neas dorms, and He^or foams with rage : 

While Greece a heavy, thick retreat maintains, 845 

Wedg'd in one body, like a flight of cranes. 

That diriek incedant while the faulcon hung 

High on pois'd pinions, -threats their callow young. 

So from the Trojan chiefs the Grecians fly. 

Such the wild terror, and the mingled cry : 850 

Within, without the trench, and all the way, 

Strow'd in bright heaps, their arms and armour lay : 

Such horror Jove impred ! Yet dill proceeds 

The work of death, and dill the battel bleeds. 

Qz THE 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



dbyGoogk 



i^msmi§i&im^ 



THE 



EIGHTEENTH BOOK 



F THE 



ILIAD. 



C3 



dbyGoogk 



The ARGUMENT. 

The grief of Achilles^ and new armour made 
him by Fulcan. 

n^H E neivs of the death of Patroclus ts hrought fo 
Achilles by Antilochus. Thetis hearing his lament a- 
t ions 9 comes nvitb all her fea- nymphs to comfort him, Tt?e 
[fetches of the mother and f on on this occafion. Iris appears 
to Achilles by fhe command of J vliio, and orders him tojbenu 
him/elf at the head of the intrenchments. 7he fight of him 
turns the fortune of the day, and thi body of Patroclus // 
carried off by the Greeks. The Trojani call a council^ 
fwhere Hc£lor and Polydamas difugree in their opinions % 
but the dd*vice of the former prsvails, to remain encamped 
in the field: The grief of kz\i\\\u wer the body of?BtTOem» 
Thetis goes to the palace of Vulcan to obtain nenss arms 
for her fon. The defcription of the 'wonderful luorks of 
Vulcan ; and lajlly, that noble one of the Jhield of hQhiWes. 

The latter part of the nine and ttventieth day, and the 
night enfuing^ take up this book. The fcenc is at Achillas*/ 
tent on the ft;a Jhore, from ^whence it changes to the palace of 

Vulcan. 
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THE 

EIGHTEENTH BOOK 

O F T H E 

I L I A D. 

THUS like the rage of fire the combate barns^ 
And DOW h rifes, now it finks by turns. 
Meanwhile, where Hellefpont\ broad waters flow. 
Stood Ntftor*t fon, the meflenger of woe: 
There fate Achilles^ (haded by his fails, j 

On hoiHed yards extended to the gales ; 

Penfive 



V. 1. Thus liketbe.rage of fire, &c.] This phrafe is ufual in our 
Author, to fignify a fharp battel fought with heat and fury on both 
parts J fuch an engagement like a flame, preying upon all fides, and 
dying the fconer, the fiercer it burns, Euftatbiui. 

V. 6. On boijied yards.] The epithet op^oKpoctpdav in this place 
has a more than ordinary fignification. It implies that the fail-yards 
were hoifted up, and Acbilles^s ihips on the poin^o fet fail. This 
ihews that it was purely in compliance' to his friend that he per- 
mitted him to fuccour the Greeks ; he meant to leave *em as foon as 

C 4 Patroclus 
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Penfive he (at ; for all chat fate defign'd 

Rofe in (ad profpeA to hb bodiog miiid. 

Thas to bis foul he faid. Ah ! what confbains 

The Greeks, late viflors, now to quit the plains? tt 

Is this the day, which heav*n fo long ago 

OrdainM, to Ank me with the weight of woe? 

(So 7 bet is warn'd) when by a Trojan hand 

The braveft of the Myrmidonian band 

Should lofe the light? Fulfill'd is that decree; 15 

Fall'n is the warrior, and Patroclus he ! 



Patroelut returned ; he ftj]l remembered what he told xht embafladon 
in the ninth book ; y. 360. Tomorrow you Jball fie my fitet fit CaiU 
Accordingly this ia the day appointed, and he is iU^d to his re&hl* 
tion : This circumHance wondeifuily ftrengthenf hif implaaitil« 
chara^cr. 

V. 7. Vcnfwe he fate."] Homer in this artful snaoaer prepares 
A:biUet for the fatal meHagey and gives him thefe forebedingy of 
his misfortunes, that they might be 00 leis than be expend. 

His' exprtllions are fuitable to his concern, and delitered cpo* 
fufediy. " 1 bad him (fays he) after be bad ijured the Aips, and fe« 
<• puifed the Trojans, to return back, and not engage himfclf too 
'< far.** Here he bnaki oflf, when he Aould have added $ *' Bm% 
*' he was to unfortunate as to forget my advice.** As he is rea- 
ib|iing with himfelf, jMkcbus comes in, which makes him kave 
the fenfe imperfect. Euftatbius, 

V. 15. FutfilVd is that decree i 

Slain is the warrior, and Patroclus J>e /] 

I may be objefled, that Atbillei feems to contradid^ what had been 
f lid in the foregoing book, that Thetis concealed from her fon the 
death of Patroclus in her predi^ion. Whereas here he fays, that lh« 
had foretold he Jhould lofe the braveft of the TbeJfaUans, There is 
nothing in this but what is natural and common among mankind : 
And it is Aill more agreeable to the hafty and inconfiderate temper 
oi Achilles not to €^ve made that reflection till it was too late. 
Prophecies are only marks of divine prefcience, not warnings to pre^ 
vent human misfortunes ; for if they were, they jouft hinder their 
own accomplishment. 

In 
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In vain I charged him ioon to quit the plain. 
And warn'd to fliun HeSoreah force in vain ! 

Thus while he thinks, Jntikcbus appeacs, 
And tells the melancholy t^e wkh tears. 20 

Sad ty dings, fon of PeUm I thou JOftuft hear 5 
And wretched I, th' unwilling nicflenger I 
Dead is Patrodus! For his corfe they fight; 
His naked corfe; hi^ arms are He^r\ right, 

A fudden horror fhot thro' all the chief, a 5 

And wrapt his fen&s in the doad of grief; 

Cad 



V. »i. Sad tidings, fon o/" Peleus !] This fpcech oi Antilochus 
•oght tp ferve as a model for the brevity with which fo, dreadful a 
siece of news ought to be delivered j for in two verfes it comprehends 
the whole affair of the death of Patroclus, the perfon that killed him,^ 
the comteil for his body> and his arms in thp poffelTion of his enemy. 
Beiides, it ihould be obferyed that grief has fo crouded his wordf, 
that in thefe two verfes he leaves the verb a/i^iifta^orrai, theyfight^ 
without ks Nominative, the Greeks or Trojans* Homer obferves this 
brevity upon all the like occafions. The Geeek tragick Poets have not 
always imitated this difctetion. In great diftrelTes there is nothing 
mose ridiculous than a meilenger who begins a long ftory with pathc- 
tick defctiptions j he (peaks without being beard j for the perfon to 
whQXB he addreffirs himfelf has no time ajttend him: The firft word, 
which difcovera to him his misfbrtunej has made him to deaf to all 
tfafi reft. Ettfiatkius.. 

V. 15. A fudden barpr, &c.] A modern French writer has drawn 
% pauUel of the conduft of Homer and Virgil, in relation lo the 
deaths of Patrocius and o£ Pallas, The Utter is killed by Turnus, as 
the former by HeSor ; Turnus triumphs in the fpoils of the one, as 
MeShr is clad in the arms of the other ; Apneas revenges the death of 
Pallat by that of Junius, as AcbUles t??e death of Paii&clns by that of 
HeSior, The grief of Acbillcs in Homer y on the feore of Patrocius, is 
nnch greater than that of jpneat in Virgil for the fake of Pallas^ 
AcbWa gives himfelf 041 to defpair, with a weakneis which Plata 
could not pardon in him, and which can only be exculcd on account 
•£ the k>ng and dofc iiiciidihip bet^wttca. *€»: Th4li oC Ai^nfas is 

C 5 more 
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Call on the ground, with furious hands he fpread 

The fcorching alhcs o'er his graceful head ; 

His purple garments, and his golden hairs, 

Thofe he deforms With duft, and thefe he tears : 30 

On the hard foil his groaning breaft he threw. 

And roird and gPOvePd, as to earth he grew. 

The virgin captives, with diforder'd charms, 

(Won by his own, or by VatrocluC arms) 



more difcreet, and feems more worthy of a hero. ' It was not pofHble 
that Mneas could be fo deeply intereftcd for any man, as AchiUes was 
interefted for Patroclus : For Virgil had no colour to kill Afcanius, 
vho was little more than a Child j befides, that his hero's intercft in 
the war of Jtafy was great enough of it felf, not to need to be ani- 
mated by (o touching a concern as the fear of iofing his fon. On the 
other hand, AchilUi having but very little perfonal concern in the 
war of ^roy (as he had told AgajHemnoK in the beginning of the 
Poem) and knowing, befides, that he was to perifli there, required 
fome very prefling motive to engage him to perfift in it, after fuch 
cifgufts and infults as he had received. It was th'S which made it 
fjeceflary for thefe two great Poets to treat a fubjcft fo much in its 
cwn nature alike, in a manner fo different. But as Virgil found it 
admirable in Homtr, he was willing to approach it, as near as the 
economy of his work would permit. 

V. 27. Caji on the ground , &c.] This is a fine picture of the grief 
f:i Achilles: We fee on the one hand, the pofture in which the hero 
receives the news of hit Friend's death j he falls upon the ground, he 
lends his hair, he fnatches the a/hes and cai^s them on his head, ac- 
cording to the manner of thofe times j (but what much enlivens it 
in this place, is his fprinkJing embers, Jnftead of a(hes, in the vio- 
lence of his pafTioo.) On the other fule, the captives ajre running 
Irom their tents, ranging themfelves about him, and anfwering to his 
prcans : Befide him (hinds Antilocbus, fetching deep fighs, and hanging 
« n the arms of the hero, for fear his defpair and rage ihould caufe 
feme dcfperate attempt upon his own lii<e : There is no painter but 
will be touched with this image. . . 

V. 33. The virgin captivei.'l The captive maids lamented either 
in pity for their Lord, or in gratitude to the memory oi Pairoclut, 
who was remarkable for his goodnefs and aflfability \ or under thefe 
pretences mouro'd for their own misfortunes and flavery, Euftathiuu 

Kulh'd 
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Rufli'd from the tent with cries; and gathering round, 35 

Beat their white breails, and fainted on the ground : 

"While Neftor*% fon fuftains a manlier part. 

And mourns the warrior with a warrior's heart; 

JHangs on his arras, amidft his frantick woe. 

And oft preyents the meditated blow. 40 

Far in the deep abyfles of the main, 
Withlioary Nereus, and the watry train. 
The Mother Goddefe from her cryftal throne 
Heard his loud cries, and anfwered groan for groan. 
The circling Nereids with their miftrcfs weep, 45 

And all the fea green filters of the deep. 
^Tbaliaf Glance, (ev'ry wat'ry name) 
Nefiea mild, and filver Sph earner 
Cyfmtho'e and Cymodoce were nigh, 

And the blue languift of foft Alia^% eye, j6 

Their locks j^^^ea and Limnoria rear. 
Then Frtf/<7, Doris, Paftofe SLppe2ir, 
Thoa, Pherufa, Doto,Meiifa', 
jfgofve gentle, and Jmpithc'eg^y : 

Next Caliianira, CalUanaJfa (how 55 

Their fifter looks 5 Dexamene the flow. 
And fwift Dynamene, now cut the tides ; 
lara now the verdant way^ divides ; 
Nemertes with Apfeudes lifts the head, 
Sright GalaUa quits her pearly bed ; 6^ 

Thefc 
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Tliefc Orythia^ C/jmene, Mtnd, 

Mara^ 4mfhimme^ the train extend. 

And black Janira^ apd JanajUa fair. 

And Amathtia wi^h ber 9inber haif . 

All thefe, and all (hat deep io ocea9 he}d 65 

Their facred feats, th^ glinunViog gro^Q fid^d 9 

Each beat her iv'ry breaft with filcnt woe, 

'Till Thetis' forrows thus began to flow. 

Hear me, and ji»dge, ye fitters pf thf nwml 
How j«ft a cattfe h^ "Ibefis to copiplajn ? 70 

How wretched, were I mortal, were xd:j fete f 
How more than wretched in th* immortal fUte I 
Sprung from my bed a god like hero ^ame. 
The braved far that ever bore the name> 
Like fome fair olive, by ijiy careful hand 75 

He grew, he flourifh'd, and adom'd the land; 
To Troy I fent him 5 but the fates ordain 
He never, never muft return again. 
So fhort a fpace the light of heaven to view. 
So iiiort alas ! and fill*d v^rjth anguilh top* $a 

Hear how his (brrows ecboe thro' the fl^ore Y 
I cannot eafe them, hut \ muft deplore ; 

V. 75. tike Come fair oSve, By my careful i^A Tte paOagfj. 
■where the mother compares her fon to a tender plant, raifed and 
freferyed with carej has a moil remar^aVi(e reicmUaoce to tWt ig^ 
i^tPfa/ms, Thy children like kraacbei of olive trta rotfnd thy table.. 
PAlm 127. 

I go 
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I go at lead to bear a tender part. 

And moarn my kw^d one wkh a motlier^s baart 

She faid, and left ihe calrecuft of die m«iQ» 95 

All bath'd in teats, the mdancboly ^vm 
Attend her way. Wtde-opeiiiig paft ibc tMb*. 
While the i^ P90IP ib# filver w^« divjdiei. 
Approaching W9r» Atfy lench'd th« 7>«m« bnd; 
Then, two by two^ afceoded up the IkuA^ 9$ 

Th' immortal niother, ftwdiog oMe hefide 
Her moamful offspring, to \m fighi rqply'd^ 
Along the coaft thdr aiagied clamourt xm^ 
And thus the iUver-footed daoie hegao. 

Why mounv s^ ton } thy late prcfor^d f tqueS 99 
The God has granted, and the Gn^h dttriA: 
Why mourns i»y foil? thy angutfil kt me iUre» 
Keveal the caufif, and ti oft a parentis eare» 

tie, deeply groaiuog-rrr— To tl^fr cureleft grief 
Not ev*n th^ TbandVer*s Ul^^m brings rehf f. \q0 

Fairocim^ Ah ! fay, Goddefs can I boafit 

A pleafure now ? revenge itielf is loft ^ 

iPatroclus^ lov*d of 2|11 my martial train^ 

Beyond mankind beyond nyieif, is iiaift^ 

liOft are thoie arqM die Godi themfelvet beftow'A 10$ 

Qo fekmi Hi^^rbe^n the gloriqus load. 

Curs*d be that d»y, when al) the pow'rs above 

Thy charms fubiuitted to a mortal love : 
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Oh hadd thou ftill, a Mqt of the main, 

Purfa'd the pleafore^^ of the wat*iy reign ; no 

And happier Peieus, lefs ambitious, led 

A mortal beauty to his equal bed ! 

E'er the fad firuit of thy unhappy womb 

Had caus'd fuch forrows paft» and woes to come. 

For foon alas ! that wretched offspring flain, 1 1 ^ 

New woes, new forrows ihall create again. 

'Tis not in fate th* Alternate now to give ; 

Patroclus dead, Jcbilles hates to live. 

Let me revenge it on proud He^or^a heart. 

Let his lail fpirit fmoak upon my dart ; 1 20 

On thefe conditions will I breathe : Till then, 

I blufh to walk among the race of men. 

A flood of tears,' at this the Goddefs ihed. 
Ah then, I fee thee dying, fee thee dead! 

When He^or falls, thou dy'ft,^ Let Heffor die, 125 

And let me fiall ! {Achilles made reply} 



V. 100, 125. The two ^ecbei of Achilles f» Thetis,] It is not 
poflible to imagine more lively and beautiful ftrokes of nature and 
paflion, than thofe which our author afcribes to jichiUes throughout 
thefe admirable fpeeches. They contain all, that the trueft friend, 
the moft tender fon, and the mod generous hero, could think or cxo 
prefs in this delicate and affecting circumftance. He ihews his excels 
of love to his mother, by wifhing he had never been born or known 
to the world, rather than fhe fhould have endured fo many fufi«ringa 
on his account : He ihews no lefs love for his friend, in refolving to 
revenge his death upon HeBor, tho* his own would immediately toi- 
low. We' fee him here ready to meet his fate for the fake of his 
^icnd^ and in the Odjfty we find him wiihing to live again, only 10 

maintain 
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Far lies Patron /us from his native plain f 
He fell, and falling, wifh'd my aid in vain. 
' ^h then, fince from this miiVral>le day 
I call all hope of my return away, 1 30 

Since unreveng'd, a hundred ghofb demand 
The fate of Heffor from Achilles^ hand ; 
Since here, for brutal courage far renown'd, 
I live an idle burden to the ground, 
(Others in council fam*d for nobler fkill, 135 

More ufcful to preferve, than I to kill) 

Let me 'But oh ? ye gracious powVs above f 

Wrath and Revenge from men and Gods remove: 

Fay 



snaiatain his father's honour againA his enemies. Tbqs he values 
neither life nor death, but as they conduce to the good of his friend 
and parents, or the encreafe of his ^ory. 

After having calmly confidered the prefent ftate of his life, he 
deliberately embraces his approachii^ fate ; and comforts himfelf un> 
der it, by a reflexion on thofe great men, whom neither their il- 
loftrious adiont, nor their affinity to heaven, could £nre from tht 
general doom. A thought very natural to him, whofe bufinefs k 
was in peace to 6ng their praifes, and in war to imitate their anions. 
jicbilla, hkc a man ptffioiutte of glory, takes none but the finefl 
ssodels J he thinks of HercuUs, who was the fon oiji^ittr, and who 
had filled the univerfe with the. noife of his immortal a^on* : Thefc 
are the fentisnents of a real hero. Euflatbius, 

V, 137. Let me But oh ye grades powers, &c.} Acbitta^i 

vi^ords are thefe ; ** Now fince I am never to return home, and fince 
'' I lie here an ufeleis perfon, loftng my beft friend, and expofing the 
" Greeks to fo many dangers by my own folly j I who am fuperior 

•* to them all in battel -Here he breaks off, and fays — *-rlWay 

contention periih everlaftingly, (^c. AcbiJUi leaves the fentence thus 
fufpended, eithfi; becaufe in .his , heat he had forgot what he was 
fpeaking of, or becaufe he did not know how. to end it;^^ for he 

ihould have faid, ** Since I have done all this, Fll perifli to 

**, r«venge him ;'* Nothing can be finer than this fuddcn exec.atioa 

againilt 
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Fir, far too dear to cv'ry mortal breaft. 

Sweet to the fouli a$ honey to the tafte; 140 

Gathering like vapooxf of a noxious kiiul 

From fiery blood, and dack'aiog all the t^M* 

Me Agamemnon itfg'd tp deadly hatei 

•Tk paft 1 qq«U it; I refign to &tc 

Yea 1 will me«t the murdVcr of my fiieiid j 145 

Or (if the Gods ordain it] meet my cod. 

The Stroke of fiite the brareft cannot A^utii 

The great Alcides, Jgve"^ uneq nal'd fba, 

To Jun9*% bate at kngth refign'd his br^tl^ 

And fonk the vidim ^ all eonqu'riog Death. ^ ^o 

60 (hall Achilles fall ! flretch'd pale and dead. 

No more the Grecian hope, or Trojan dread f 

Let me, this inftant, rulh into the fidds, 

i^nd reap what glory lifers fiiort hanreft yiddsw 



•ftinft dUoMa aad sevengc> which hrcaks frnn ehe hero in tike #Np 
frnfe of the mUcriet thofe peffiont ^aA occafioncd. 

Acbilhs could not be ignevant that he wae Aiperior to others in: 
^ittsl) and it was thesefbre no ^Milt in him to fay fo. But he io 
i» ingcnuQoa at to giro himfelf no iurthcr commendation |han what 
In undoubtedly merited ; confefling at the fame time, that manjn 
exceeded him in fpeaking % Unlcfs one may take this as faid in coa- 
tiflOft of omtnty, not unlike that of yirgil,, 

ihnAunt *4itifit melius ' Sa c 

. T. »53» Lit me this inftsntJ] I ftaH have time enough for in- 
gibnoos reft when I am in the grave, but now 1 muft aA like a 
£ving hero : I ihail indeed lie down in death, but at the iiime time 
mlk highcc in gloiy. Eufiatbiuu 

Bhatt 
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Shall I not force {bmc widow'd daae to tear 155 

With Arantick hands her long difhevdM hitr? 

Shall I not force her breiift to heave with £gbf» 

And the foft tears to trickle from ber eyes! 

Yes, I ihall give the Fair thofe moornful charms. ■ ■ 

In vain you hold me — Hence f my arms, my arsis f 160 

Soon (hall the fanguine torrent fpread fo wide, 

That all ihall know, Achilles fwdls the tide. 

My Ton (OtruUan Thetis made reply. 
To fate fuhmittiDg with a fecret figh) 
The hofl to faccom', and thy friends to (ave^ f 6j 

Is worthy theei the duty of the brave. 
Bat can'il thoo, naked, iiOfad to the pbdaa 
Thy radiant arms the TroJMt foe decaioe. 
• Infulting HeSor bears the fpoils oa high. 
Bat vainly glories, ibr his fate ia nigh. 170 

Yet, yet awhile, thy gea*roas ardoor flay 1 
Afltir'd, I meet thee at the dawn of day, 

Charged 

V. i6z. That alljhall know, Achilles.] There is a great ftreis on 
hifot and lya). They (hall foon find that their viftories have been 
owing to the long abjenct of a hero, axid that hero Afkilla. Upon 
which the ancients have obferved, that fince AcbilUss anger there 
paft in reality but a few days ; To which it may be replied, that io 
fhort a time as this might well feera long to Acbillesy who thought 
all uoa^ive hours tedious and iofupportable $ and if the poet hiai- 
UXf had faid that AchilU% was long abfent, he had not faid it bfcauf« 
a ^eat ni.'.oy days had paft, but becaufe fo great a variety of inci- 
dents had happened m that time. Euftatbiuu 

V. 171. • This promife ofTbetis to prefent her fon with a 

fuit of armour, was the rooft artful method of hindering him from 

putting 
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GiirgM with refulgent arms (a glorioos load) 
Vulcanian arms» the labour of a God. 

Then taming to the daughters of the main, 175 

The Goddefs thus difmirs'd her azure train. 

Ye fifter Nereids ! to your deeps defcend, 
Hafte, and our father's facred feat attend, 
I go to find the architect divine. 

Where vaft Olympus' flany funamits (hine : 1 80 

So tell oar hoary fire This charge (he garc : 

The fea-green fitters plunge beneath the wave : 
Thetis once more afcends the bled abodes. 
And treads the brazen threfhold of the Godi. 

And now the Greeks^ from furious HeBor^t force^ 1 85 
Urge to broad Heiie/pont their headlong courfe: 
Nor yet their chiefs Patroclus' bpdy bore 
Safe thro* the temped to the tented fhore. 
The horfe, the foot, with equal fury join'd, 
PourM on the rear, and thunderM clofe behind { 190 

And like a flame thro' fields of ripen'd corn. 
The rage of Hedlor o'er the ranks was bom. 
Thrice the flain hero by the foot he drew ; 
Thrice to the ikies the Trojan clamours flew : 



putting immediately in pra£lice his refolution of fighting, which ac- 
<;ording to his violent manners, he muft have done: Tliereforc the 
interpofition of Tbctis here was abfolotely neceflary; it was dignus 
vindice nodt^. 

As 
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As oft th' Jjaces his aflault fuftain i 1 9S 

But checked, he turns ; repulsed attacks again. 

With fiercer (hoats his -ling'ring troops he fires. 

Nor yields a ftep, nor from his poft retires ; 

So watchful Shepherds drive to Force, in vain. 

The hungry lion from a carcafe flain. 200 

Ev'n yet P^//rof/«i had he born away, 

And all the glories of th' extended day : 

Had not high Juno^ from the realms of air, 

Secret, difpatch'd her trufty meffenger. 

The various Goddefs of the fliow'ry bow, 205 

Shot in a whirlwind to the fliore below } ^ 

To great Achilles at his fliips (he came. 

And thai began the many. coloured dame. 
Rife fon of Peleus ! rife divinely brave ! 
Affift the combate, and Patroclus fave: «'^ 

For him the flaughter to the fleet they fpread, 
And fall by mutual wounds around the dead. 
To drag him back to Troy the foe contends ; 
Nor with his death the rage of Heaor ends : 
A prey to dogs he dooms the corfe to lie, 215 

And marks the place to fix his head on high. 
Rife, and prevent (if yet you think of fame) 
Thy friend's difgrace, thy own eternal (hame ! 

Who 
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Who fends thee, Goddefs! from th' etherial ikies? 
Achilles thus. And Iris thus replies. 220 

I come, P elides! from the Q^en ofjc^ue^ 
Th^ immortal Emprefs of the realms above. 
Unknown to him who fits remote on high. 
Unknown to all the fynod of the iky. 
Thou com'iljn vain, he cries (with fury warm'd) 225 
Arms I have none, and can I fight unarmed? 
Unwilling as I am, of force I ilay» 
*Till Thetis bring me at the dawn of day 
Fukanian arms : What Other can I wield I 
Except the mighty TeUmnian flu0ki \ t^ 



V. 219. m>o finds tkti, Gsddifi, Ac.] AcUHm It MMMi, that l^ 
moment after the Goddefi hit mother bad forbid him ftghting, hm 
ihould receive a coAtrary order fro«» tho Oodii Tb«filbi« ht aika 
what God fent her? Dacier, 

V, 2z6. jirmt I have mnt*l U if hett oMe£Ud MtiflA Bmeif, 
that finoe Patroclus toiJc MhIUs'% arstour, Aebtllttj/mi not want 
arms ftnce he had thofc ofFatrcclui } but (befidea ibmtFr.trKhtt might 
have given his armour to bit iquirt Jbaomidon^. the better t» decdv« 
the Trojans by making them take j^utontedon for Patroclut, u they 
took Patrocha for AbiUts) this obj«^« may be f ery folidly Aafwere4 
by faying that Homer has prevented it, Hnce he made Achiliii armour 
ax. PatrocluCi body not without a miracle, which the Gods wrroaght 
in his favour. Furthermore it does not follow, that bccaufc the ar- 
mour of a large man^ fits one that is fmailer, the armour of a littie 
man ihould fit one that is larger, Euftathius, 

V. 230. Except the mighty Telamonian Jbie/d.'] Achilles feems not 
to have been of fo large a ftature as Ajax: yet his ihield *tis likely 
might be fit enough for him» becaufe his great ftrength was fuffi- 
cient to wield it. This pafBage, I think, might have been made ufc 
of by the defenders of the fliield of Achilles againft the criticks, to 
/hew that Homer intended the buckler of his hero for a very large 
one : And one would think he put it into this place, juft a little before 
the 4«fcription of that fliield, on purpofe to obviate that obje^on. 

That 
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Thtt, in my frientTs defence, has jfjax f^ead. 
While his (bong kmce aroand him heaps the dead : 
The gallant chief defends Mencttius^ fon. 
And doesy what his Acbilks Aioutd have done. 

Thy want of arms (feid his) wefl we know, 235 

But tho* anarm'd, yet clad in terrors, go \ 
Let but Achillts o'er yon' trench appear. 
Proud T^roy (haM tremWe, and confent to fear: 
Greece from one glance of that tremendotis eye, 
€3iall take new courage, and ^aS&xiXL to fty. 24* 



V. 2^6. But Uxf^ vnarnid,^ A hero (o violent and to outragious 
as Acbiuetf and who had but juft laOt, th^ man he kv'd baft ^ U^ 
world, is not likely to refufe ihewing himfelf to the enemy, for 
the fingle reafon of hitving no aroD^vir* Grief and dafpair in a grtat 
ibul are not fo prudent and referv^d; but then on the other fide, 
lie is fiot to dbtow hknietf into tht tnidft of io man^ aiiaaiitet anntd 
and fiuihed with vidiory. Homer gets out of this nice circumftance 
vith great dexterity, and gives to Aebilleth charader every thing he 
ought to give to it, without offending cither againft reafon or proba- 
bility. He judicioufly feigns, that Juno fent this order to Acbilks, 
for yunp is the Goddefs of royalty, who has the care of princes and 
kings ; and who infpires them with the fcnfe of what they owe to 
their dignity and character. Dacier, 

V, 437. Let but Achilles' o'er yon* Trench appear. '\ There cannot 
)^ a greater inftanfpe, how confnntly Hmner carried his whole defign 
in his head, as well as with what admirable art he raifes one great 
idea upon another, t^ the higbeft ^blimc> than this paffage of 
AMU%% appearance to the army> and the preparations by which we 
are kd t9 it* In the thirtceath book« when the Trojans hzve the 
vidorv, they check their purfuit of it in the meer thought that 
^Jlcbilks fees tkm : In the fixteenth they are put into the utmoft 
cpnilamatwn at tiu: f^t ol his armour and chariot : la the iievea- 
rceoth* Menekus and Aja:^ are in dofpair^ on the coofideratien that 
jfickUUs pa«ijpp^ fwcpur tbeiD for want of an»Qi»r : in the prefesit 
book, beyond all expe<latUH> he 4p^ but fliew himfdf uiiarn}*d, and 
the very fight of him gives the vi^ory to Greece t How extremely 
noble is this gradation ! 

1 Sh^ 
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She fpoke, and pad in air. The hero rofe ; 
Her j^gis^ Pallas o'er his (boulder throws ; 
Around his brows a golden dood (be (pread; 
A ftream of. glory fla^'d above his head. 
yksL when frOiin fome beleagucr'd town arife 245 

The ftnokes, high -curiing.to the fliaded ikies ; 
(Seen from fome iiland, o'er the main afar. 
When men diflrell hang out the (ign of w*r) 
Soon as the fun in ocean hides his rays, 
Thick on the hills the flaming beacons blate ; 250 

With long projedted beams the feas are bright. 
And heav'n's high j^rch refleds the ruddy light : ^ 
So from Achilles' head the fplendors rife, 
Refle6Hng blaze on blaze againil the ikies. 
Forth march'd the chief, and diftant from the croud, 255 
High on the rampart rais'd his voice aloud ; 
With her own Ihout Minernja fwells the found ; 
froy ftarts aftoni(h'd, and the (horcs rebound. 



V. 246. The ftnokes, high-curling. 1 ^For fires in the day apr^r 
nothing l)ut fmoak, and in the night flames are vifiblc becaufe of 
the darknefs. And- thus it is faid in Exddus, That, God led his 
people in the day with a pillar of fmoak, and in the night with a 
pillar of fire. Per diem in columna nubis, & per nocfem in columna 
ignis* Dacier. 

V. 247. Seen fnm fome ijland.'] Hornier makes choice of a town 
placed in an iiland, because fuch a place being befieged has no other 
means of making its diftrefs known than by fignals of fire ; whereas 
a town upon the continent has other means to make known to 
its neighbours the neceflity it is in. Dacier, 



As 
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As the loud Trumpet*s brazen mouth from far 

With fhrilling clangor founds th; alarm of war, 260 

Struck from the walls, the echoes float on high. 

And the round bulwarks and thick towVs reply ; 

So high his brazen voice the hero rearM : 

Holls drop their arms, and trembled as they heard; 

And back the chariots roll, and courfers bound, 265 

And Heeds and men lie mingled on the ground. 

Aghaft they fee the living light'nings play. 

And turn their eye balls from the flafhing ray. 

Thrice from the trench his dreadful voice he raisM ; 

And thrice they fled, confounded and amaz*d. tjo 

Twelve in the tumult wedg'd, untimely rufli'd 

On their own fpears, by their own chariots crufh'd : 



V. 259. As the loud Trumpet's, &c.] I have already obfcrv'd that 
ivhen the poet fpeaks as from himfelf he may be allowed to take 
his comparifons from things which were not known before his time. 
Here he borrows a comparifon from the trumpety as he has elfc- 
ivhere done from faddle-horfes, though neither one nor the other were 
uied in Greece at the time of the Trojan war. y/rgil was lefs exadl 
in this refpe^t, for he defcribes the trumpet as ufed in the fackijlg 
of Troy : 

Exoritur clamorque vir^ clangorqice tubarum. 

And celebrates Af//(rnw as the trumpeter oi Mtieas, But as Virgil 
wrote at a time more remote from thofe heroic ages, perhaps this 
liberty may be excufed. But a Poet had better confine himfelf to 
cuf^oms and manners, like a painter ; and it is equally a fault in 
eitiier of them to afcribe to times and nations any thing with which 
they were unacquainted. 

One may add an obfervation to this note of M. Dacier, that the 
trumpet's not being in ufe at that time, makes very much for Ho' 
mer^s purpofe in this place. The terror raifed by the voice of his 
hero, is much the more flrpngly imaged by a found that was unufutl, 
and capable of ftriking moxt from its very novelty. 

While 



y 
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While (hield«d from the darts, the Gneh obtain 
The long-contended carcafe of the ilain. 

A lofty bier the breathlefs warrior bears : 975 

Around, his iad Companions meh in teats. 
But chief Jchi/ItSy bending down hb hesd. 
Pours unavailing forrows o>r the dead. 
Whom late triumphant with his fteeds and car. 
He feut refulgent to the field of war, 280 

(Unhappy change !) now fenfelefs, pale, he found, 
StretchM forth, and gafh^d with many a gaping wound. 

Meantime unweary*d with his heavenly way. 
In Ocean*s Waves th' unwilling light of day 
Quenched his red orb, at Juno's high command, 2S5 

And from their tabours eas*d th^ Acbaian band. 
The frighted Trojans (panting from the war. 
Their fieeds unharne(s*d j&oai the weary ear) 
A Tttdden council call'd : Each chief appear^ 
In hafie, and (landing, for to fit they fear*d. \ 299 

•Twas now no feafen for prolonged debate; 
They faw Acbillts^ and in ktm their fate* 
Silent they Hood : P§iydamai at Uft, 
SkiiI'dto difcern the future by the paft. 
The Ton of Pantbus^ thus expre{s*d his fears ; 295 

(The friend ofHe^or, and of equal years: 
The felf-fame night to both a being gave. 
One wife in council, one in i^ioo brave.) 
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In free debate, my fridids, yotfr fcttteflce fj^eak; 
tor me, I move^ iM^A-e^l^ morning bre^, J60 

To raifc oar canap : Tc>t>^ang'rous -ft<tc out pofl^ 
far from Tr^JwsHb, aad oi) a naked "coaft. 
I deem'd not <?r^<o# fe drdNlli^l^ vt^ilef engag'A 
In mutual faub, ]idr KiAg awi HtW^ K^'^i 
Then, while wfr iMp'd oiht aifiAies acright ptttatS, jo$ 
We boldly camp'dMrdd a ^nfdnd^. 
I dread Pelides noW : Us niga of a»ifid 
Not long contjiitifla to the fliorsi coain^d^ 

Nor to the fie]4s» vi^)«i}e long in eq^nri ffle^ 

Contending natjooa woo Hid. }oSt t^o day i ^v6 

Vox Troy, foxTr^ {h^kaiufffrAUikfiMf^^. 
And the hard coateft. uiot for fame, b^t lift. . . ^ 

Halle then to Iliw^ . wh^Ie the £m'riog sjg|fi( . : > 

Detains thofe.terror6« ketps ihat arm (t<m ^t^ ^ 

}f but the morrow's fun behold us here^ 3 1 j 

That arm, thofe terrors, we (hall feel, not fear ; 
And hearts that pow difdafn, (hall ka|> with joy, , . ^ 
If heav'n permits them then to enter TViyf. . /' 



V. 315. i/* ^^f /'if'^ inorrtnv'z fufi, &c.J Pvfy^iawtu fays- in the on't- 
girwl, ♦* If Achilles comes to-morrow /» /&/j armour . There feems 
to Tic an objtfiftiojl againA tliis paflage, for ^lydamat knew that" 
Atbiltm\ arniour was woA by JMi(/r ^ he imift alfo knqfw that no 
other man*s armour would ftp hi*i 5 how then coui<f hfc krtow that' 
new aianrwffa main fw Hil» tlwt viry night? Thbfe wbo asewlbl- 
ved to defend HofTxr sjia^ anfyvcKj^ it was hy his (kill in prpph^cy-i 
but to me this fccms to be a (lip of ouj author's memory, and. on» 
ei" thofc litttc fiqtis \whk\i thrnca fptoiks of.. 

Vox. V. D Let 
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Let not my fetal prophecy be true. 

Nor what I tremble bat to think, enfue. .326 

Whatever be our fate, yet let us try 

What force of thought and reafon can fapply ; 

Let us on oounfel for our guard depend ; 

The town her gates and bulwarks fhall defend. 

When morning dawns, our well appointed powers, 32$ 

Arrayed in arms, ihall line the lofty towVs. 

Let the fierce hero then, when fury calls. 

Vent his mad veQgeahce on our rocky walls. 

Or fetch a thouiSnid circles round the plain, 

^TUl his fpent couriers feek the fleet again : 33b 

So may his rage be tirM, and labom'M down ; 

And dogs (hall tear him e'er he fack the town« 

Return ? ((aid HeUor, fir'd with ftern difdain) 
What coop whole armies in our walls again ? 

Was't 



V. 333. ^ihe fpeteh if HeQor.] Ar^«r in this fevere anTwer to 
f^fJamaSf takes up feveral of his words, and turas them another 
way. 

Polydamas had faid, nf«;i i* vv Moi cdf rti^x^ai Buffix^iflif 
r«}^o/Af 0' «» wiSeyy^, *• To-morrow by break of day let us put on 
** our arms, and defend the caftles and city walls ;** to which HeS^r 
replies, TlfJl: ^* vw' ^oTot avv rtttxi^^^ fla>f»i;i^0«J]i« Nvt/o-iv M 
yXn^vp^n iyii^iU9 ©It/f "Affia, <« To-morrow by break of day 
*' let us put on our arms, not to defend ourielves at heme, but to 
•' fight the Crteh before their own ihipt." 

Pofydauuu, fpeaking of Athiiki, had kid r£ ^ aXyioy al$L lOr- 
Xfto'hfy (jfc, *« if he comes after we are within the walls of our dty, 
** *twill be the woHe for him, for he may drive round the city long 
*' enough before he caa hurt vs.** ^o which HeStr anfwers, '< If 
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Was't not enough, ye valiant warriors fay, 335 

Nkie years imprifon'd in thofe tow'rs ye lay ? 

Wide o'er the world was If ion fam'd of old 

For brafs exhaalllefs, aincl'jror mines of gold : 

But while inglorious in her walls we itay*d. 

Sunk were her treafures, and her ftores decayed; 340 

The Phrygians now her fcatter'd fpoils enjoy. 

And proud M^eomavfiJies the frdits of Trey. 

Great Jo<ve at^engtlf my armi to conqueft calls. 

And fhuts the Gficians m their wooden walls : 

Dar'ft thou difpirit whom the Gods ihdte ? 345 

Flies any Trojan^ I feall ftop his flight. 

To better coanfel then attention lend; , 

Take due refreihment; iind the watch attend. ^ 



** AcbiUes ih9isid «oine "AAo^cy, tuK ISiXo)^, r^ tcairou' » /)t»» 
lypgyt ^iij^ofMH Ik woXi/*o»o, &c, 'twill be the worfe for him as 
« you £iy, becaufe ill fight him: «f fAiy tyuyi ftv^ofMH, fays 
Heffor, in rt^Xy to PolydamM^iti^m% o^'xt ^>vy'n. But BtSor is 
not fo far |;one,in paiHon or pride as to forget himfelf ; and accord- 
ingly m thef ^ibckt lines he^modeftly pots it in dk)«bt, whidi of them 
fhall conquer. Euftathius. 

V. 340. Sunk iverc her treafures, and hetjUres decaf d^ As well 
bjr re^&i of the convoys, which, were neceflfarily to be fent for w]^ 
ready money j fs by reaibn Of the great allowances which were to be . 
given to the' auxiliary troopsf^ who came from Pbrygia and Mannia, 
Heffor*8 meaning is, that liftce all the riches of Troy axe exhaufted, 
it is no longer neceflary to fparc themfclvcs, or ihut themfclvts up 
within their, walls* ' Vacier, 
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If there be one whofe riches cofk hixa <;are^ 
Forth let him bring them far the Tifoops to O^re \ 5S^ 
'Ti» better gca'^oi^ heftowM on tbpf^ 
Than left the pVmdw of owr cpiim^'s foe». 
Soon as the morn th© pwpl^ Orient war©^ 
Fierce on yw' wvy will we pour our arms* 
If great AcbilUi r-ife » 9)\ ^i« might, M5 

His be the danger I (hjOl HpA> the fight. 
Honour, yc God* ! w l^m fS^^ ^WgWei* 
And live he gloiiaa^ who^e'er ft^Kve I 
Mats b our common Lord, alike to alli 
And oft the viaor triurophs, but tQ feU. 1^ 

The fliouting hoft iai loud apptaufgs iw'45 

So Pallas lobW ^ *^a«\y ^ ^^^i^ ?^^ 

To their own fenfe condcmn'd ! and left to chttf45 

The worft advice, the better to refufe. 

While the long Night extends her iabk reigii, 365 

Aroun4 PatrQcks ipoiirn'd the Gmi4f«,lraiq. 
Sicra in foperior grief iV//4/i ftoodi 
Thofe flajight- ripg v»s^ fo «&'«* tft bilA« ip W<?pi 

' V ^An rr /Airr^ ^ one. &C.1 Tbi? no\iU and generous pro^al 
contrary to the pubUcIc wdfaxe. 

Now 
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Now clafp his chiy-cbid limbs : then gufliing ftart 

The tears, and fighs bUrft from his fwclling heart. 370 

The lion thus, with dreadful anguifh flung^ 

lloars thro* the ^etart, and demands his young : 

When the grim favage to his tilled den 

Too late returning, fnnffs the track oF men, 

And o'dr the vales and o'^ the foreft bounds ; 375 

His clamorous grief the bellowing wood refounds* 

So grieves Achilles ; and impetuous, vents 

To all his Myrmidanr^ hb loud laments. 

In what vain ptofnire, Gods ! did I engage? 
When to cohlble Mencsiiui' feeble age, 380 

I vow^d his ttiuth i6v*d bffkpring to redorc, 
Cbarg'd with rich i^oils fo felr Opuntia's fliore \ 
But mighty yo*ve cut^ (hort, with juft difdain. 
The long, long views of poor, defigning tnan f 
One fate the warrior and the friend fliall ftrike, 3^5 

Ati^tfoy$ blaek &nd5 mutt drink <kir blood (dike : 



V. 739, In what varn prom^e.'] The lamcatation of Achilla over 
the body of F«#'<>cft* U tit\M^\j HWth*d: it is fcrrow in the fex- 
trcme, but the focrow of AcbilUi. It is nobly uflier'd in by that 
iiniilc of the ^ritrf x)f the hon. An id^i which is fiilly anfwered Iik 
the favage and bloody eonclufion of this fpeech. One would think 
by the beginning of it, that Acbillei did not know his fate, till after 
his departuro from Opuntinm\ fnd yet I^w does th^ agne with what 
IS laid of his choice of the Hiprt and a^ive Xitt, rather thaii the long 
and ingloribiis one ? Or did not he flatter hloirfelf foxnetimes, that 
iis fate might be changed ? *rhis may be conjeftured fiom Several 
Ather paflages, and is indeed the moft natur;il ^lutioa. 
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Me too, a wretched mother fhall deplore. 

An aged father never fee me more! 

Yet, my Patfoclus ! yet a fpacc I (Uy, 

Then fwift porfue thee on the darkfome way. 39a 

E'er thy dear relicks in the grave are laid. 

Shall Heaor's head be ofFer'd to thy fhade; 

That, wich his arms, fhall hang before thy fhrine ; 

And twelve the nobleft of the Trojan line. 

Sacred to vengeance, by this hand expire ; 39? 

Their lives efFas*d around thy flaming pyre. 

Thus let me lie till then ! thus, clofdy prefl, 

Bathe thy cold face, and fob upon thy bread I 

While Trojan captives here thy mourners flay. 

Weep all (he night, and murmur all the day s 400 

Spoils of my arms, and. thine; when, wafting wide. 

Cur f»vords kept time, and conquered fide by fide. 

He fpoke, and bid the fad attendants round 
Cleanfe the pale corfe, and wafh each honoured wound. • 
A mafTy caldron of flupendous frame 40 j 

They brought, and plac'd it o'er the riiing flame : 
Then heap the lighted wood ; the flame divkies 
Beneath the vafe, and climbs around the fides : 



V. 404* CUanfe the pale e^rfe, &c.] This cuftom of wafliing the 

dead, is continued amongft the Greeh to this day ; and it is a pious ^ 

duty performed by the neareft friend or relation, to fee it waihed and 

anointed with a perfume, after which tliey cover it with linen exa£lly 

' in the manner Yxett related. - ' " 



Id 
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In its wide womb they poor the ruihing flream ; 

The boiling water bubbles to the hnirl ' 41O 

The body then they bathe with pioas toO, 

Embalm the wounds, anoint the limbs with oil. 

High on a bed of date extended laid. 

And decent covered with a linen ibades 

Laft o*er the dead die milk-white veil they threw; 41 ; 

That done, their ibrrows and their figbs renew. 

Meanwhile to Juno^ in the realms abov^ 
(His Wife and Sifter) fpoke almighty Jovt. 
At laft thy will prevails : Great Peleus* fon 
Rifes in arms: fuch grace thy Grteh have won. 4 20 

Say (for I know not) is their race divine. 
And thou the mother of that martial line ? 
. What words are thefe (th* imperial Dame replies. 
While anger flaihM froa» her majeftic eyes) 
Succour like this a mortal arm might lend, 425 

And fuch fuccefs mere human wit attend : 
And (hall not I, the fecond pow'r above, 
Heav'n's Queen, and confort of the thund'ring Jovi, 
Say, fhall not I, one nation's fate command, 
Not wreak my vengeance on one guilty land ? 430 

V. 417. Jupiter tf»i Juno.] Firgithz^ copied the fpecch of y««« 
to 'Jupiter. AJi ego qua dwum incedo regina, (sc. But it is exceed- , 
ing remarkable, that Homer fliould upon every occafion make mar- 
riage and difcord infeparable : It is an unalterable rule with him, ta 
iatroduce the hufband and wife in a quarrel* 

D J. So 
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So they. Meanwiile Uie ^vscr-fooCffd 4ifDf» 
R^ch'd the Fulcamfm dom^ «teniiJ fcatael 
High-eminent anud-the woifc6divjftf, 
"Where heai^Vs fiur-beainiftg bn^ttn mttifiiMN ihine. 
There the lame ArchlteQ the Godde&lband, 455 

Obfcure in fmoak, his £ofgtfi fltoiyig roundt 
While b9th'4 iniwvat 6001 fine to firt he Bew^ 
And puffing loi^l« the roarings bellows blew. 
That day no cosunoB tafli Wa^ hboar daim*d : 
fuU twenty Tripods fof hia haU he fram*d^ 44^ 

That^ 



v. 440. Full twenty Trtftod^A TnpQd« wert ve0fik Ai^portcti oik 
three feer, with handles on the fides ; they were of feyeral kinds, 
and for feveral ufet \ i^oine wf fQ cotiiJB^tid t9 ieaifttfl^ ^QOtt HM 
as tablet, foine as feats, others hung up as ornaments on walls o£ 
houirs or templte { t|eff pf fTnlcau hint ata Mditioii 6f whetls,^ 
which was not uTual, which intimates them to be coade with cloclcr 
work. Monf. Da<iahmi commtbbeA wry well^ Hiit yal^^ge. If 
^tf/cfl/r (iays he) had m^de ordinary tripods, they had not anCwere^ 
t|ie greatnefs, power and Ml «f a Cod. It was therefore necelTary 
that this work ihould be above that of men : To e0e^ tbit, the 
tripods were animated, and in this Homer doth not deviate from the 
probability; for every onr is fully perfumed, that % O^d <aa d*. 
things more difficult than thefe, an4 that all matter will obey him. 
"What has not been (kid of the ft«]bufs of Dadabis-f ffato wrkct, 
that they walked alone, and if they had not taken care to tie them». 
they would have got loofe, and run from their roafter. 1/ m writer 
ifi profe can fpeak hyperbolical ly of a man, may not Homer do it 
much more of a God ? Nay, this circumftance with which Homer 
K^s embelliHicd his poem, would have had nothing too /urpnxing». 
though thefe tripods had beea made by a man; for what may not 
be doQe in dockrwork by ^n t)»!S^ nsanagemeDt of fprings ? This 
criticifm is then ill- grounded, and //ipiRer' does not deferve the ridicul*- 
they would caft on hiin. 

The fame author applies to this pafTage of Homer that rule aS Ari^ 
JhtUt Poetic, sha^* %% >y,hi(h4efg:vc8 tobc sj^dgsd at huceon thiss 
occa^O!!^ 

«^ Whcxfc 
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That plac'if on living wheels of maffy gold, 
( Wond'roas to tel>) inftinft with fpirit roll'd 
From place to place, around the bleft abodes, 
Self-movM, obedient to the beck of Gods; 
For their fair handles now, o'er- wrought with flow'rs, 44 j 
In molds prepared, the glowing ore he pours. 
Juft as refponfive to his thought the frame 
stood prompt to move, the azure Goddefs came : 
Char is, Wb fpcufe, a grace divinely fair, , ., . - 

fWith purple fillets round her braided hair) '^' '» '"'■ ""^ 
Obferv^d her entering ; her foft hand fhe prcfs'd, - " 
And fmiling, thus the watVy Queen addrefs'd. ^ • " 



** When * peer i^ratcufcd of faying any thing- that b impoffjtle j 
** we muft examintf that imptiflibihry, cither with refpc^ to poetry^ 
^ with refpea to that which is bejt, Gt with refpeft to cofhrnonfame* 
** Firft, with regard to putry. The probable impofftble ought to be 
•^ preferred to the fc^bk lohich bath no 'verijimilitudey and which 
<* would not be believed j and it is thus that Zeuxis painted his pieces. 
** Secondly^ with refpect to that which is kjiy we fiee that a thing' 
** is more excellent and more wonderful this way, and that the ori- 
«* gjnals ought always to furpafs. Laftly, in refpeft to fame, It is 
*< proved that the poet need only follow a common opinion. Alt 
** that appears abfurd may be alfo juftified by one of thele three 
« ways; or el.e by the maxinn we have alnsady laid down, that it 13 
" probable, that a great many things may happen againft probabi- 
« lity." 

A late critick has taken notice of the conformity of this pafTage 
of Hamer with that in tlie firft chapter of Esitkiel -, T^ke fpirit of the 
U'uing cr eat Sire toas in the ivhee/t; when tlofe ivent, thefeivent -, and 
nvben thofe food, thefe food; and 'when thojc lucre lifted up, the ivbcels: 
Hjuere lifted up r,i;er agai^Ji th^m j for the fpirit of thi U-ving creature^ 
ViOi h the wb^eis^ •. - • 1 ■ . . • 
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What, Goddefs ! this unofual favour draws ? 
All hail, and welcome \ whatfoe'er the caufe : 
*TiIl now a flranger, in a happy hour, 45 j 

Approach, and tafte the dainties of the bowV. 

High on a throne, with ftars of filver grac'd. 
And various artifice, the Queen fhe plac'd ; 
A footftool at her feet : then calling, faid, 
Vulcan draw near, 'tis Thetis alks your aid. 4(50 



V. 459, AfootJitoJatbcrfitt.'] It is at this day the afual honour 
pai4. amongft the Creeks, tpjr^ters of fuperior quality, to fet them 
hl^r than the reft of the company, and put a footftool under their 
feet. See Note on v. 179. book 14. This, with innasicrable other 
cuftoms, are ftill preftrved in the eaftern nations. 

V. 4C0. Vulcan Jraw near, *tis Theti* afi.»y4ur gid.] The ftory 
the ancients tell of Plato's application of this verfe, is worth obfer- 
ving. That great philofopher had in his youth a ftrong inclination 
to poetry, and not being fatisfied to cnmpofe little pieces of gallantry 
and aiDonr, k«e jtried hit force in tragedy god epic poetry; but the 
fuccefi was ©ot anfwerablc jo his hopes ^: He (onopared htsperfor-^ 
mance with that of Homer, and was very.feafible of the difference^ 
He therefore abandoned a fort of writing wherein at bcft he could 
only be the fecond, and turn* d his .views to another, wherein he 
defpaired not to become the firft. His anger tranfported him fo f»r, 
as to caft ail his yerfcs into the fire;, But w,hile he was burning 
tbem, be cottid not help citing a veriiie of the very poet who had 
caufed his chagrin. It was theprefent line, which //imr^ has. put 
into the mouth of Cbaris, when Thetis demaudu aims iot.4ibilles. 

^Hfeurt ftfofiojC tf&, OiTi; 96 Vk cs7o %acT»^£»^ ; 

Plato only inferted his own name inftead of that of Thetis. 

Vulcan draw near, *Us Plate afis ygur aid- 

If we credit the ancients, it was the difcontentment his own poetry 
fave him, that raifed in him all the indignation he afterwards ex- 
prefTed againft the art itfeK. In which (fay they) he behaved like 
thofe lovers, who fpeak ill of the beauties whom they cannot prevait 
Ui>on. Fraguier, Parall^ de Horn, 6f de Platoru 

Z TbetU 
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Thetis (repIyM the God) our pow'rs may claim. 

An ever^dear, an ever-honoor'd name! 

When my proud mother hurPd me from the &y» 

(My aukward form, it feems, difpieas'd her eye) 

She, and Eurymme^ my griefs redrcft, 465 

And foft received me on their filver breaft. 

£v*n then, thefe arts employed my infant thoi^t; 

Chains, bracelets, pendants, aU their toys I wrought* 



V, 461. Thetis (replfd the G^) our pow'rt may cUim, &c. J 
Pulcan throws by his work to perform Tbetis^t requeft^ who had laid 
former obligations opbn him ; the Poet in diis examole giving us an 
excellent precept, that gratitude /hould take place of all other con- 
cerns. 

The motives which /hould engage a God in a new work in the 
night-time upon a fuit of armour for a mortal, ought to be ftrongr 
and therefore artfully enough put upon the foot of gratitude : Be-; 
fides, they afioH at the fame time a noble occafion for Homer to re- 
tail his theology, which he is always very fond of. . 

The allegory of Vulcan, or fire (according to Heraclides) is this. 
His father is Jupiter, or the Mtbery his mother Jwm^ or the Air^ 
from whence he fell to us, whether by lightning, or otherwife. He 
is £ud.to be lame, that is, to want fupport,' becfiufe he cannot fub- 
fift without the continual fubfiftence of fuel. The aethereal fire Hc^ 
met calls Sol or Jupitery the inferior Vufcan j the one wants nothing' 
of perfe£^ion, the other is fubjeft to decay, and is reftojred Ijiy ac- • 
ceflion of materials. Vukan is faid to faJi from heaven, becaufe at 
firft, when the opportunity of obtaining fire was.not* fo frequent, 
men prepared iriftruments of brafs, by which they'coUefied the 
beams of the fun ; or eife they gained it from accidental lightning, 
that fet fire to fome combuftible matter. Vulcan had perished when 
he fell from heaven, unlefs Tbetit and Eurynome had received-hini ; 
that is, unlefs he had been preferved by falling into fome convenient 
receptacle, or fubterranean place ; and fo was afterwards diftributed 
for the common ncceflities of mankind. To underftand thefe ftrange 
explications, it rtuft be known that T^^ri is derived from' V^l^l/Xjl 
to lay up, and Eurynome from *iv^vq and v^fAiS) a loide dijlribution^ 
They arc called Daugh ers of the oce^n, becaufe the vapours and- 
exhalations of the fea forming themfelves into clouds^ find «LOUtiih»> 
mcnt for lightnings. 

Nine 
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Nine yeai^kcpc ftfltet in tbci dirk abode. 
Secure 1 lay concealed ftonuMftA' and God r 470 

Peep in a.caTem*(i MDolcni)^ Awf% wti« kd } 
The rufliii^ ocfan wmumt^^d o*tr ny bead. . 
l^ov fittce her pfefeoce gladr our manfiovr ^> 
For fuch defert what (ervice can I pa^^ 
Vouchf^ O fhtis A at aiir board to fliaro 475; 

The ^coiat rkei, a«d boTpiaible hni 
While I the labours of the forge forego. 
And bid the foarifig beHOws ceafb to blow. 
Tbftt ftoaft kis aavil the Itoie artift rofe ; 
Wide with diftorted legs oblique he goes, ^gor 

AncI {tills this be8ows» and (in order laid] 
Lock*; in their chefls his indruments of t;rade. 
Then with a fponge the iboty workman drtil 
Uis bfai)wny. ati^s iobfOwn'cK and haify bread. 
With hift huge fteptre grac'd, and red attire^ 4S5 

Came hinting forth the Sov*re%»ol dio fit<: 
Tbe monarch's fteps two female fornss uphold^ 
That mov*d, and breatVd^ in animated goldi 

^ T* 

' V.4SS. T'm femak formir 

It id very probable, th^t Homtr took the. idea of thefe from the fla^ 
tbes of Dadalus, which might be extant in his time. The ancients 
tell tts, they were made to imitate life, in rolling their eyes, and in' 
«dl other motions. From whence indeed it flwuld feem, that the 
cjKf Ikfley of PadtAts coafiiled in what we call clock-work, or the 
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-eiaoK xvnt ffo mere's rtTAn. sg, 

To whom was voice, and fenfei tttd fcience giv^n 

Of works d*vi»e (fiich wanders siro in heav*n f) 450 

On tfaefe (lipported, wieb uMCqiMl gftifi 

He reached the throne wbtre feo&vtfJbeiUlk^t 

There plac'd hdUe her on the fhintng^f^amei - 

He thus addrefs'd the filvter«footed dime. 

Thee, wdtome Goddefs ! what occaiion calls,. 495^ 
f So long a Granger) to^ thefc honoerMI walb I ' 
'Tis thine, fair Tbetsj, the cbmmand to fejr, 
A«d ru/canspy and doty to obey. 

To whom the rtournful mother thus repSfs, 
(The cryftal drops flood trembling in her eye&J 500* 

O r«/f«;f/ fey. Was ever breaft dfvine ' 

So pierc'd with forrows, fo o^rwhelm'it as riiinc ? ' 
Of all the Goddeflfes, did Jove prepare 
For netis only foch a weight of cart f 
F, only I, of alJr the watry race, ^f 

By force fubje6led ta a man's embrace. 
Who, finking now with age tod forrow, pays 
The mighty fine imposed on kngtk of day«. 
Sprung from my bed, a god-like hero came. 
The bravfft fore tbati ever bore the name; jfo? 



nanagement of moving ftgurw hyfpTinp, rtther thaw in ftulpttiti^' 
or imagery : And accordingly, the fable of his fitting wings to him* 
felf and his foa> is ^rmed intirely opoa the foundation of the 
iWmtr, 



Like 
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Like Tome kdr plant beneath my careful hand 
He grew, he Hpuriih^d, and he grac'd the land: 
To Troy I fent him ! bat his native ihore 
Never, ah i^ever, (hall receive him more ; 
(Ev'n while he lives, he wailes with fecre^- woe) 5 1 r 

Nor I, a Goddefs, can retard the blow! 
Robb*d of the prize, the Grecian fufFragc gave. 
The King of nations forc'd. his royal flave : 
For thb he griev'd ; and 'till the Greeks oppreft. 
Required his arm, he forrow'd unredrell. 520 

^ Large gifts they, promife, and their elders fend; 
In vain — He arms not, but permits his friend 
His arms, his deeds, his forces to employ ; 
He marches, combates, almoft conquers Trey: 
Then ilain by Phoebus (HeSor had the name) 525 

At once refigns his armour, life, and fame. 

But 

V. 517. KMd of the prhu, &c.] Thetis to compafs her defign, 
recounts every thing to the advantage of her fon : fhe therefore fup- 
prcffes the epifode of the embafly, the prayers that had been made 
ufe of to move him, and all that the Gruh had luffered after the 
return of the embafTadors j and artfully puts together two very diftant 
things, as if they had followed each other in the (ame moment. 
He declined, fays /he, to fuccous the Greets^ but he feat Paovc/un. 
Now- betwe^ his refufing to help the Graks, and his fending Pa*' 
trcclus, terrible things had fallen out j but fhe fupprefles them, for 
fear of offending Vulcan with the recital of AchilUs^ inflexible ob- 
duracy) and thereby create in. that God an averfion to her fon, JE«-. 
ftgihiui. 

V. ^5. ThenJLtia hy Phctbus (Heftor bad the name)'\ It is a. 
paflage worth taking notice of, that Brutus is faid to have confuited 
the Sortes Uomenat, and to have drawn one of thefe lines, wherein 

the 
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But thou, yfi pity, by my pray*r be won : 

Grace with immortal arms this (hart-livM foD, 

And to the field in martial pomp reftore. 

To (hine with glory, *till he fhines no more f 530 

To her the Artift-god. Thy griefs rcfign. 
Secure, what Vulcan can, is ever thine. 
O could I hide him from the Ates as well, 
Or with thefe hands the crud ilroke repel. 
As I ihall forge moft envy'd arms, the gaze, 539 

Of wond'ring ages, and the world's amaze ! 

Thus having faid, the father of the fires 
To the black labours of his forge retires. 

Soon 



the death of Fatroefttt is afcribed to A^So : After vhkh, unthink- 
iiigly, he gave the name of that God for the word of battel. Thi» 
is remark^ as ah unfortunate omen by fome of the a4cienti, tho" 
I forget where I met with it. 

V. 537. The father of the Jiret, &c.J The ancients (dvi Eufta.- 
thiui) have largely celebrated the pKiloIophical myfteries which they 
imagined to be fi^adowed under thefe ^efcriptions, efpecially D^m^' 
(fttppofed the daughter of Pythagdras) wh6fe expfication is as fol- 
lowif. 5>fr/V/who receives the arms, means the apt order and dif-^ 
portion of all things in the creation. B^'the fire, and the wind^ 
raifed by the bellows, are meant air and pre the moft a6tive of all 
the elements. The emanations of the fure are thofe golden maids 
that waited on Vulcan* The circular ihield is the world, being of a 
fpherical figure. The gold, the brafs, the filver, and the tin, are the 
elements. Gold is fire; the firm brafs Fs-'earth, the filver is air, and^ 
the foft tin, water. And thus far (fay they) Homer fpeaks a little^ 
obfcurely, but afterwards hfe names them exprefly, tf /xcr yaTa% 
Uiv^f Iv ^' apajf^y,' «» ^J 6a^atf;o■«Jl, to which, for the fourth- 
element, you muft add Vulcan, who makes the (hield. The extreme^ 
cUde, that run round the fliield, vrhich he calls fpUndid and thretfitldf 
M the Zodiack; threefold in its breadth, within which all the phir 
acts move \ fplendid^ becaufe the Am paiTes always thrpugh the nidiV. 



by Google 



Soon as he bade them bte>v, the bellows turned 

Their iron mouths ; and where the fartiace bom'd, 5^4^^ 

RcfoundiDg breath'd t At once the bM expires^ 

And twenty Ibrges eattb at Oittfe tke fitti y^ 

of it. The filver handle By which the fliield- xs fattened; at Both* 
txtremities, is the Acu of the vroeWi hnafined to 6a(a ihtoof^ k^ 
and upon which it turns. The five folds are thofe parallel circle*^ 
that divide the worldi tiwjBalarv tfci ^»*H^> aO*4ht .^fi*«r*n 

HeracUdes Pontkui thus purfues the allegory. Homer (feya be) 
ffiakts the worluag fif hk flusU) tl»fc is tb« wA-M*. t6 be begoto by 
n/^z&r ; as indeed all matter lav undiftingw/h*d in an original and u»i- 
^rfal night ; whith is called tbabt^iy the poet« 

To bring the roattei of the flUeJd to feparation and foAn, Vi^an 
prcfidcs over the work, or as we may (ay, afl tjfenrial noarmth : All 
ttingsy fays Heraciiius,, ^ing tmda h <i^ oprraHwif fitf. 

And becaufc the architetl is 4t tnis time to give a form and orna- 
iltfent to the world he is 'making, k is not raflily that he is iaid to be 
mawied to one of the graces. 

the fin unwearied, and the cirt lid, moon* 

thus ia the beginning of the world, he fix^ Jiiy» the earth a& a« 
foundation of a building, whofe Vac;)iicies ate filled up with the 
Rowings of the fea. Then he fpreads out the iky for a kind «f di- 
vine roof over it^ an4 lights the elfcmcrtts^, now fepatated fffom tkeif 
termer confufion, with th«r/«»s. thc«««», 

Jnd all thofe ftojtr dot erovin tkifiin tmibfre^ 

Where, by the word cr^w^, which gives tbe idea of i^uAdnefs, he 
again hints at the fig^rc«f the world j and thou^ he could net par- 
ticularly name the ftars like Aratui ^wha profeffed to >Mrite upon 
*^«°^) yet he has not omitted to mention |thB principal.. Krom hence 
he panes to reprcftnt two aJfegorical cities^ one of j^ace, the other ot 
^wr J Emptdbeks feems td have taltcn ftoM tfcpier bis a(KrtioD> that 
•« thjngs had their ori^itel ftttAj^fe %tt^friendp^, 
, AU thcfe refinements (not to call them abfdute whinftfiM) ^leavr 
^7**'>«ndthetn, tot*\erte»dcr'sjudgttieftt ot tnercy. Th^ calt 

"*^«^ ta have Mtd- th«n> bot 1 frar it if folhtQ quoti them, 

Juft 
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Juft as the God iKreCb, now loud^ now Iom^, 

They wufc a tempeft, tt they gently Wow. 

In hifling Q^LOkts liuge filver bars are roIPd, 54^ 

And ftubborn brafs, and tin, and folid gold ; 

Befortf^ dfep fix*d, th' eternal anvils ftand ; 

The ponderous hammer loadi his better haod. 

His left with tongs turned the vex'd metal r^uhd^ 

And thick, ftrong (Irokes, the doubUng vaults rebound- 550^ 

Theft firft he form'd th' imrftenfe and M\^Jhhld\ 
Ikh, yarioas artifice eiBbKi2*d the field ; 
Its utiBoll verge a threefold circle bound i 
A filver chain fufpends the mafiy rounds 
Fwe ample plates the broad expaftfe com|)ofe>. 555 

And god like kboors on the furface roft. 
• Th«re ftocte the tnfttge of the oyafier Mind : 
There earthy there beav*A^ there octaa bt defSgn^d ; 
Th* onwearyM fun, the moon compleatly round 5 
The 9^f^Y %*^5 ^^^^ heav'n** high convex crown'd^ jSo- 
The PJehMb. Hyad^ with the notthern team ; 
And great Orisn'% none refulgent beam; 
To whlcb^ around the axle of the flcy. 
The Bear revolving, points his golden eye, 
Stsll fliines exalted on th' aethereal plain, 565^ 

Nof bathes hia. hUzmg forehead in the main. 

Twa 

Y-. 566. Mof iati^ Aif hlamn^ forebtiA rn th main.'] Tlit cri- 
tiiolu make ufe of tills palFa^c, to prove that i/««rcr \Ya$ ignorant of 

^AronoiPy ;. 
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Two cities radiant on the Ihield appear. 

The image one of peace, and one of war. 

Here 



aftronomy ; fince he believed that the Bear was the only conftella- 
tion which never bathed itfelf in the ocean, that is to £iy, that did 
not fet, and was always viAble ; for, fay they, this is common to 
ether condellations of the ar^tick circle, as the leflTer Bear, the 
Dragon, the greateft part of Cepheui, 8cc. To falvc Homer, Ari- 
fiotle znivttn, That he calls it the only one, to (hew that it is the 
only oBe of thofe conftellations he had fpoken of, or that he has put 
the only for the principal or the mofi knovrn, Strabo juftifies this 
after another manner, in the beginning of his fixft book : *' Under 
** the name of the Bear and the Chariot, Homer comprehends all the 
*^ ar£tick circle; for there being feveral other Aars in that circle 
** which never let, he could not fay, that the Bear was the only one 
** which did not bathe itfelf in the ocean ; wherefore thofe are de» 
'* ceived, who accuA: the poet of ignorance, as if he knew one Bear 
•* only, when there are two ; for the Jcfler was. not diftinguiihed in 
'* hit time. The Pbcenicians were the firft who obferved it, and 
'' made ufe of it in their navigation ; and the figure of that iign 
" pafTed from them to the Creeks : The fame thing happened in re- 
'' gard to the conftellation of Berenice'' t hair, and that of Canopus, 
** which received (hofe namei very latdv $ azid as Aratta fays weil^ . 
** there are feveral other ftars which have no names. Grata was 
*' then in the wrong to endeavour to correal this paflage, ia 
" putting o?of for oU, for he tries to avoid that which there is no 
*' occafion to avoidT Heraclitus did better, who put the Bear for the 
** araick circle, as Homer has done. The Bear (fays he) m the limit 
*' of the rijing and fitting of the JlarsJ** Now it is the ArSHck drcle, 
and not the Bear, which is that limit. ** It is therefore evident, 
*' that by the word Bear, which he calls the IVaggon, and which 
** he fays obferves Orion, he underftandt the arAick circle 5 that by 
** the occfin he means the horizon where the flars rife and fet ; and 
*' by thofe words, *tvhicb turnr in the fame place, and doth not batbt 
*' itfelf in the ocean, he (hews that the araick circle it the moft 
*' northern part of the horizon, fiff.*' Dacier on Arijl, 

Monf. Teraffon combates this paiTage with great warmth. But It 
will be a fufficient vindication of our Author to fay, that fome other 
conllellations, which are likewife perpetually above the horizon in 
the latitude where Homer writ, were i^ot at that time ^ifcovcred 5 
and that whether Homer knew that the Beards not fetting was occa- 
sioned by the latitude, and that in a fmaller latitude it would fet, is 
of no confequence \ for if he had known it, it was ftill more poetical 
not to take notice of it. 

V.567. 
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Here facred pomp^ and genial feaft deiight, 

And folemn dance, and Hyrmn^ea / lite -, 570 

Along the ftreet the new-made brides are led. 

With torches flaming to the nuptial bed : 

The youthful dancers in a circle bound 

To the foft flute, and cittern's filver found : 

Thro' the hk ftrects, the matrons in a row, 575 

Sund in their porches, and enjoy the (how. 

There, in the Forum fwarm a numVous train. 
The fubjedl of debate, a townfman ilain : 
One pleads the fine difcharg'd, which one deny^d, 
And bad the publick and the laws decide : 5 80 



V. 567. Twj citiei, Ac] In one of thefe citiei tre reprerentei 
all the tdvintaget of fnacet And it wm itnpoflible to havecbefen 
two better embleoM of ptace, than AfifmnfM and Juftki» It ii fai^ 
this city was Atktm, for marria|C9 were firft inftitutcd there ^ C#« 
pr^s% and judgment upon murder wai firft founded there. Thf 
ancient ftate of Attita feemi reprefented in the neighbouring fields 
where the ploughers and reapers are at work> and a king it over* 
looking them t for Triptolemui who reigned there, vras the firft who 
fowed com: This was the imagination of j^Uias Ctrtyrtutp at wf 
find him cited by Eufittbius* 

y. 579. Tb^fMt -difcbarg^dA Murder was not always poniihed 
ivith death, or fo much «s baniinment ; but when fome fine was paidi^ 
the criminai was XulTered to remain in the city. So Uittd ^% 

.1 

Ilotr jr, { 5 vak^of iie(aro n^uu'toi, 

Ka« ^' fAu » ^i9fJ^ furai mvrS ir^AX' dwori^mt* 



"If a krHber bleed. 



On juji atonement we remit tke deed, 

Ajire the Jlaugbter §f bis fin forgi-vei, 

the frice of blood dif charged, the muri'rer U'va, 

The 
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The witnefs is pl^ducM on either hand : 

For this. Of that, the partial people ftabd t 

Th' appointed heralds flill die lioify bands,. 

And form a ring, with Icepters in their handsj 

On feats of ftone, within the facred place, 581^ 

The rev'rend elders nodded o'er the cafe -^ 

Alternate, each th' attefting fcepter took. 

And rifing folemn, each his fentence fpoke. 

Two golden talents lay amidft, in fight, 

The prize of him who beft adjudgM the right. 590? 

Another part (a profpea diffVing far) 
Glow'd with refulgent arms, and horrid wafi 



tm^fttifc us, tte it >Mas«Miefid]r thie tufteM t» hsiiw t tt\»«H giVMt 
t» thA jMg^ who {^onAiMictd Hke Mk fcn^nrt. 94. DOcHr oppd'ifei^ 
thii autiiMJt)*, aft4 Witt ^aft it, that- thfte rtw^rt iTjW gi^a Co tb% 
pnpfafe wht Hpcw ctieikc^A 4^ the fuit a^kif^ to ha*% Hie jalWI^^ 
€Mi^. The diffttMce htWwiBtrt llitft two cylftdi«s in the fcafon cT 
tte tknig, » ymry gem t ^ot tfce «ftc n^uft hiv* kta dft *6c<>u«igei 
•MOt t» jvAm, tiw other a|»r^#dtMk>h to <filftnf{«nv Pb were t4. 
be wanting in a due reverence to the wifdVym 6f tSc ancifebts> ttid of 
Kmmct t» pMttctlir, not to thttfe tlw former ftofc: AAd I Hive the 
^Miaur to be cottfimMiA ii» this dpiiMhty, by the ^Meft Judge, as well 
•as the btft ffaaiftr, vf t^y, mf htxA Httreimfty «t Wh^ ieat I 
tranilated this book. 

V. 591. jlnttS^ fan {^fnffna Hffing fir) *€*} The fame 
AgaUias cited above, would have this city in war to be .meant of 
MUuftnay but upon vbfy flight re^ifonfe. Wjat fs vrorid^rful, is, that 
all the ac«id«fitd alid evestt cf amt «rc kt b^re out e^s in .this 
ihort compafs. The fcveral fcenes are excellently dipofed to repre- 
feot the whole affair, ftotf i« ia the ^mcc of thirty lines, a fiege, 
a fally, an ambuHi, the furprize of a coavoy, and a bitftel ^ widi 
fcarce a finglc circuniiUnce projcr to any of thcic, omittcJ. 



Tw»» 
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Two mighty hofts a kaguer'd town embr^e, . 

AxA, one would pillf^gc, one wpijd burn the pbcc. , 

Meantime the townfmep, sifcafd wit-h filent <;^|c» . 595, 

A fecret ambufh on thq foe prepare : 

Their wives, their children, and the wa^hful band 

Of trembling parents pnthe turrets ftand. 

They march i by Pallas and by Mars made bold : 

^old wer*' the Gods, their radiant garments gold, 60^ 

And gold their armpur': Thefe the. Pjuadrgn led, 

Anguft, divine, fuperior by the head \ 

A place for ambufh lit, they found, and flood 

Covered with ihields, befide a iUver Hood. 

Two.fjm at Msm^t torfe, .mid w9tf)iMi4i(m . 605 

If fh^ep or Qxeo feet; the lyfa^ fi^t^m. . 

Soon the white flocks procedfed o>r the J)hmw, 

i^nd ftcm flow moving, and iw» fiiepheid ^wahis $ ' 

Behind ^lem^ F^I^g on tkdr ri^cdv thejr gp> 

Nor fear ^ ^ipbu(l\, p^r f^^p^4^ «, fQf», , it« 

In arms the glftt^ing fqufdrou rifin^ round, 

Rufh ^idflen ; hHls of flM||||ta bc^i^ tbe ^rouadi; 

Whole fl^ks^^d hqtdii iJB^dAQ^ »» th^rpM 

And ftjr^ ajpidft dieuD, 4c^4 |h^ IHcpib«r4 (wains [ 

The bellowing oxen the beliegers heat ; ^ * S 

Theyftfc, tafee horf^, ap^oftcb^ and meet the war ; 

The>».figbcv i^.ialU befid^itheiiihiek flood ;.'> ^ 

The waving filver feem'd to blu^t with blood* 

• "^ There 
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There tumult^ there contention flood confefl ; 

One rearM a dagger at a captive^s breaft, 620 

One held a living foe, that frelhly bled 

With new-made wounds; another draggM a dead ; 

Now here, now there, the carcafTes they tore : 

Fafe (bdk'd amidft them, grim with human gore. 

And the whole war came out, and met the eye; 625 

And each bold figure feem^d to live, or die. 

A field deep furrow'd, next the God defign'd. 
The third time labourM by the fweating hind ; 

The 



V. 619. Tb^e ttttnu/t, &c.J This is the firft place in the \ghlblt 
defcription of the buckler, where Homer rifes in his ftyle, and nfea 
the allegorical ornaments of Poetry; fo natural it was for his iina« 
gination (now .heated with the fighting fcenes of the JUiadJ to take , 
fire when the image of a battel was prefented to it. 

V. 627. Afidd deep furrow dy &c.] Here begin, the dcfcriptioas 
of rural life, in which Homer appears as great a mafter as in the 
great and terrible parts of poetry. One would think, he did this on 
purpofe to rival his contemporary Hejiod, on thofe very fubjedts to 
which his genius was particularly bent. Upon this occalion, I muft 
take notice of that Greek poem, which is commonly afqribM to Her 
Jiod, under the /title of *Affvli *Hpaa:^£Of . Some of the ancients 
mention fuch a work as H^m/*s, IwyLthat amounts to no proof that: 
this is the fame : Which indeed PfSit an exprefs poem upon the 
ftield of Hercules, but a fragment dMhe ftory of that hero. What 
regards the fhield is a manifeft copv from this of Acbillei \ and confe* 
quently it is not of Hejiod, For if he was not more ancient, he was 
at leaft contemporary with Homer: And neither of them could be 
fuppofed CO borrow fo ihamelefly from the other, not only the plan 
•f intire defcripttons, (as thofe of the marriage, th^ harveft, the 
vineyard, the ocean round the margin, &r.) but alfo whole verfes 
together: Thofe of the PkirM, in the battel, are repeated word for 
word. 
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The ihining (hares foil many plowmen guide, 
And torn their crooked yokes on ev'ry fide. 630 

Still 

And indeed half the poem is but a fort of Cento compoied out of Ha* 
mers verfes. The reader need only caft an eye on thcfc two defcrip- 
tions, to fee the vaft difference of the original and the co^, and I 
dare fay be will readily agree with the fentiment of Monfieur Z)tfaVr 
in applying to them.that famous verfe of Sannazarwsg 

Iffum bominem dices, 4mnc pofuiffe Deum* 

V. id.] I ought not to forget the many apparent allafions to the 
defaiptions on this fhield, which are to be found in thofe pi^huet 
of peace and war, the city and country, in the eleventh book of 
Mihou: Who was doubtleis fond of any occaiion to ihew> how mack' 
he was charmed with the beauty of all thefe lively images. He makes 
his angels paiHt thofe obje^s which he fliews to Adam^ in the co- 
lours, and almofl the vert ftrokes of H<mer. Such is that oafTaffe 
of the harveft field, ^ * 

Hh eye be open if and beheld 41 field 
Tart arable and tihb, tvbereon iverejbeaves 
New-reap*d ; tbe other part Jheep-ivfflks and folds. 
In midfi an altars as tbe land-mark, flood, 
Rufiick, of grajy ford, &c. 

That of the marriages, 

They light tbe nuptial torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen (then firfi to marriage rites invoked J 
H^ith feafl and mufick ail the tents refiund. 

But more particularly, the following lines are in a manner a tranfla- 
won ef our author. 

One way a band feleSi from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 
From a fat meadow-ground 'y or fleecy fio^k, 

£wei 
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Still as at cither <;nd they wheel aroundy 
*Th« n;aller meets 'cm with hiig^oblct crpwn'd ; 
The hearty draught rewards, renews their toil. 
Then back the turning plow ihares deave the foH: 
Behind, the rrfing earth in ridges roU'd, 635 

And fable Iook'd> tho' form'd of mohen gold. 
Another field rofe high wiA waving gram* 
With beaded (kMa fbnd the ti^aper train : 
Here flretch'd in vanks tke ]cv<eU*d fwaidu are found. 
Sheaves heap'4 00 ftcavtt> ko-e^tkick^ii op tiMLgroimd.640 
With fwe^ping fboke the mowers firow the lands ; 
The gatk^PciB fdknv, and oelledi in bands ; 
Aod laft the childaeift, in whofe anm arc h(an 
(Too iI>or^ to gnpe ibf a>) tfaf br^wo fliMfes of cortb 



Ewes anS tbtir bkaixiig Umkiy airefs tbi plofih 

Sl>€ir hoQty: Scarce vfitb life the Jhtpheris fi^ 

But c^U in aid, tubich maka a iloatfyfnty, 

iVitb cruel townOmefit the fyu^dr^tts join. 

9n>ere cattel faftur d late, now jcttturd Uci 

With carca£et and arm% tb^ enJctngwirCd field 

Deserted, Otbers tit a city ftr0igi 

Lay fiege, encamp'' d j by battery^ jcaie, cmd mine . 

Ajfavlting-y othfrsfroftt the wall defiitd 

Witb dart andjd'ulin^ Jlona and Julph* rous fire : 

'On eacb band fiaughter and gigantic deeds, 

in atbitr part thefuf/ter'd kerdUs caU 
To council in tbe city gates : anon 
Crey- beaded men and grave, nvitb ^tvarricrs thixt, 
^AJjcmble, and barangues arc beard ■ ■ 

The 
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The nifUc monarch of the field defcrics 64; 

With filent glee^ the heaps around him rife. 

A ready banquet on the turf is laid. 

Beneath an ample oak's expanded fhade. 

The vidim-ox the fturdy youth prepare ; 

The reaper's due repaft, the womens care. 650 

Next, ripe in yellow gold, a vineyard ihineSi 
^T^t with the ponderous harved of its vines ; 
A deeper dye the dangling clullers (how, 
And curPd on filver props, in order glow : 
A darker ^metal mixt, intrenched the place ; ^55 

And pales of gUtt'ring tin th' inclofure grace. 
To this, one path- way gently winding leads. 
Where march a train with bafkets on their heads, 
^Fah- maids, and blooming youths) that fmihng bear, ^ 
The purple produ6l of th' autumnal year, 660 

To thefe a youth awakes the warbling fb^ings, 
Whofe tender lay the fate of Z/;?«; fmgs; '•*. ^^' ^' ' ' \ 

'^'*"'* •^* In 



V. 645, ^e ruftic mmarch of the fieU.'] Dacter takes this, to be 
a piece of ground given to a hero in reward of his fervi<KS. It was 
in no refpeft unworthy fuch a perfon, in thofe da>s, to fee his har- 
Teft got in, and to overlook his reapers ! It is very conformable to 
the manners of the ancient patriarchs, fuch as they are defer ib'd to 
us in the holy fcrlptures. 

V. 662. The fate of Linus.] There are two interpretations of 
this verfe in the original : That which I have chofen is confirmed by 
the teftimony of Herodotus, lib, 2. and Paufanias, Ba^otrcis. Linus 
was the moft ancient name in poetry, the firft upon record who in- 
■vcnted verfe and meafure amongft lYiiGredam; He paft for the fon 

Vot. V. E of 
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In meafur^d dance behind him move the train^ 
Tune foft the voice, and anfwer to the ibain. 

Here, herds of oxen march, ered and bold 6^5 

Rear high their horns, and feem to h)we in gold. 
And fpeed to meadows, on whofe founding ftores 
A rapid torrent tiiro^ the rulhes roars : 
Four golden herdfoien as their guardians fiaid» 
And nine four dogs complete the rofHc banil. 670 

Two lions rulhing from rise wood appeared ; 
And feiz'd a boU, the m^er of the herd: 
He roarM : in vain the dogs, the men withftood. 
They tore his flelh, and drank the fable blood. 



di/lptiUo or Mercury , aitd «ra8 prseceptor to Hercules, Tbamyrit and 
Orpbeuu There wat afoIcDm t^otn amoog the Greeh of bewaiUag 
annually the death of their firft poet : Paufamat informs us, th^it be- 
fbre the yearly (acrifice to the smiles oa mount Hekcmi, the ohfcquies 
of Linus were performed, who had a Aatue, and an altar ercAed to 
him, in that piace. Hbmer alludes to that cuAom ill this pai&gie^ 
and was doubtlefs fond of paying this ccfpe^l to the old father of 
poetry. yir^H has >dfmt the iame in that fine jcdebration of 1^^ 

Tmh canit errantem Permeffi adfiumitut Gaftum^ 
Utfue viro Pbtebi chorus ajfurrexerit omnis j 
^ fit Linus i^cilli, tUvino carmMKf f^or 
(Floribus atfue apio crines ornatus cm^ro) 
Dveerif' " ^c» 

And 9gain ipi the fourth ^c&i^j 

Nm me ^r0U9skus vmcet me Thraf wif Orpheus, 
Nee Linus ; imie nmtef fuamvis utftte^uic faiwaJjlk^ 
Prpheo Calllopea, L||io ^^nno/xn Apdllo* 
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The dogs (oft chetrM in nun) ddbt t|ie .pit^jr^ 6 ; ; 

Dread the gnntternm, aad at^ifttnce bay. 

Next this, the e^ the ait of Kulcui leads 
Deep thro* €ur fbrefts, and alcaglth of ^n^ads : 
And tt^ aodiblils, «pd icBtter'dieott8*J)etWQeAf 
And fleeqr flocks, that whiten all the time* 6f o 

A figarM dance fqcceeds : Sndi one^was ftan 
In lofty GuBpu, lor the Grc^^wi^^cei^ 
Formed by DadaUau «rt. A xonaly hand 
Of yonths and maidens, bounding thand in handi 
The maids in foft cymarn of linen dreft ; 6%^ 

The youths all gracefal in the gloify veft; 
Of thofe the locb with.flow'ry wreath.inrolPd, 
Of thefe the fides adom'd with fimtdsof gdd^ 



V. 6Si. A f gifted danci,'] There were two forts of dancesj the 
Pyrrbick and the eommon dance : Ammt tas joined both ih this de- 
ioiption. We fee ^he Pyrrbick, or military, is pejfornied by tl^e 
youths who hafe fwordt on, the other by the yit^M ciow^ with 
garlands. 

Here the aadent fcholiafts lay, th^t whereas before it was the 
cuftom of men n^ yfOf^fn p dance ff £aratf(yy the coptruy^cuftom 
was afterwards brought in, by feven you^, and as many virgin^, 
who were iav*d by Tiefeus from the labyrinth j and that this diance 
was UQght them by Dstdalus ; To which Homer here alludes. See 
Dm, HmU€. HH^* A 7. f. 68. 

It is worth obferving that the Credan dince is fUU jierfotfiied ia 
this ounner in the oriental nt^oos : The youths and thiids 4^rice In 
a ring, hqunning flowly j by dp^rees 'the mufick plays ii qulOte)- tilne» 
tUl at laft they dance with^the utAio0 fw^tnefs iAnd towards d^ 
condufioi^ they fing (ai it is faidhere) in a general chorin^ 
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That gliCt'riflg gay, iron filver belts depend. ^ 

Now all at once th^ rife, at once defcend, ^ 

With well-taught feet: Now ihape, in oblique ways. 

Confusedly regukr, the n^ofii^ maze: 

Now forth at once, too fwift for fight they fpring. 

And andiflinguiftf^d blend the flying tmg : 

So whirls a wheel, in giddy circle toft, 69$ 

And rapid as it runs, the fingle fpokes are loft. 

The gazing mubitodes admire aroond ; 

Two adUve tumblers in the centre bound ; 

Now high, now low, their pHant limbs they bend. 

And general fongs the fprightly revel end^ 700 

Thus the broad. fldeld complete the «rtiftiCro9irn'4 ; 
With his lait Hand, and pourM the ocean nHUid : ^ 

In living filver feem*d the waves to roll. 
And beat the buckler's verge, and bound the whole. 

This done, whatever a warrior's ufe requires 705 

He forged; the cuirafs that outfhone the fires. 
The gi;eaves of dudUle tin^the helm impreft 
With varioits fculpture; and the golden creft. 



. , y. 702. Jind fwfd the €€ean rimd,'] Vukan was the God of fire, 
^d^ pailes over this part of t^e defcriotion negligently $ for which 
^afon Virgil (to tal^e a dififerent walk) makes half lus defcription' 
^ MntaCz buckler co'oftft in • fea-fight. For the fanie reafon he has 
^wured the fea-^iece among his Gamei^ more than any other, becaufe 
^^9mu had defcribed notfairg of this kuid at the fvneral of Patrtcku. ' 
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^t 7i&/'/ir/ feet the fioiih'd labour lay J 
She, as a falccMOy cuts th' aereal way, 710 

Swift from Olyjripus* fnowy rummit flies. 
And bears the blazing prefent thro' the ikies. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



ON THE 



SHIELD of ACHILLES. 



TH E P(l£t infen^ing to ihew in its full luftre, his geniui fot 
dercription,,midces choice of this interval from action and the 
leifure of the night, to dHpl^y that talent at large in the famous 
buckler oi Acbillei. His intention was no Jefs than to draw the 
pifture of the whole world in the compafs of this ihield. We fee 
iirft the univerfe in general j the heavens are fpread, the ftare are 
hung up, the earth is ftretchM forth, the feas are poured round ; 
"We next fee the world in a nearer and more particular view : the 
cities delightful in peace, or formidable in war ; the labours of the 
country, and the fruit of thofe labours, in the harvefts and the 
-vintages; the paftoral life in its pleafures and its dangers: In a word, 
all the occupations, all the ambitions, and all the diverdons of 
mankind. This noble and comprehenAve defign he has executed in a 
manner that challenged the admiration of all the ancients : And how 
Tight an idea they had of this grand defign, may be judged from that 
•vetk of Ovid, Mtt, 13. where he calls it, 

■ Clypeui vafti calatui imagine mundi. 

It is indeed aftoni(hing, how after this, the arrogance of fome 
modems ceuM unfortunately cbaffe the nobleft part of the noble(V 

pc^t 
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poet U>t the obje£^ of their blind cenfuret. Their criticifms, however 
juft enough upon other parts, yet, when employM on this buckler, 
are to the utmoft weak and impotent. 



•^ftquam arma Dei ad Vulcania ventum tft 



Mortalis mucrOy glades feu futility i^a 
Dijfiluit 

I defign to give the reader the Turn of what has been faid on this' 
fubje£l. Firft, a reply to the loofe and Tcattered objections of xhii 
criticks, by M. Dacier: Then the regular plan and difh-ibution of 
the fliield by Monf. Boi'vin : And ladly, I ihall attempt, what has 
not yet been done, to confider it as a work of paintingj and prove it 
in ail refpe£ts conformable to the moft juft ideas and eftablKhed rules^ 
of that art. 

I. It is the fate ((ays M. Dacier) of theffrarms ofAchilUt* to be 
ftill the occafion of quarrek and difputes. Julius Scaliger was the 
£rft who appeared againft this part, and was followed by a whole 
herd. Thefe object in the firft place, that ^tis iropoflible to reprefent 
the movement of the figures ; and in condemning the manner, they 
take the liberty to condemn alfo the fu^jedt, which they fay i» 
trivial^ and not well underftood. 'Tis certain that Homer f^\k% of 
the figures on this buckler, as if ihey were alive: Aad fome of the 
ancients taking his expreifions to the ilricknefs of the letter, did 
really behevc that they had all forts of motion. Euftathius ihewM 
the abfurdity of that fentiment by a paflage of Homer himfelf j 
*' That ik>et» fays he, to fiiew that his figures are not animated, as 
« fome have pretended by an exceiUve a^edUon for the prodigious, 
** took care to fay that they moved and fought, as if rbey were living 
" men,** The ancients certainly founded this ridiculous opinion on 
a rule of Ariftotle : For they thought the poet could not make his 
dcfcription more admirable and marvellousy than in making his figures 
animated, (fince as Arifiotle fays) the original jbould altoa^i excel tht 
fo/y. That fhield is the work of a God : 'Tis the original, of which 
the engraving and palming of men is but an imperfect copy; and 
there is nothing impoflible to the Gods. But they did not perceive, 
that by this Homer would have fallen into an extravagant admirable 
which would not have been probable. Therefore 'tis without any 
necefllty f.ufiatbiui adds, " That 'tis poiTible all thofe figures did not 
" ftick clofe to the fhield, but that they were detached from it, 
" and moved by fprings, in fuch a manner that they appeared to 
" have mottenj z& MJcbylui has feigned fomething like it, in his 
" fefven captains againji Thebes,'* put without having recourfe to 
that conjenure, we can ihew that there is nothing more fimple ani 
natural than the defcription of that ihield, and there is not one word 
which Homer might not have faid of it;, if it had been the work of 
£ 4 a niikiti 
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a man; for there is a great deal of difference between the work 
hfclf, and the dcfcription of it. 

Let us examine the particulars for which they blame Homer, 
They fay he defcribes two towns on his fliield which fptak differeut 
languages. 'Tis the Latin tranflation, and not Homer that fays (o j 
the word im^vuv, [$ a common epithet of men, and which fignifies 
only, that they have an articulate voice, Thefe towns could not fpeak 
different languages, fince, as the ancients have remarked, they were 
jStbem and Eleujina, both which fpake the fame language. But tho* 
that epithet ihould fignify, which ffoke different languages, there 
would be nothing very furprizing ; tor F'irgil (aid what Hom^r ^ 
feems mull not : 

y ^<?7<f longo ordine genteSf 
^lam varia Unguis, ■ ■ ■ '^n 8« 

If a painter ftould put into a pi^ure one town of France and ano- 
ther of Flanders f might not one fay they were two towns which 
fpake different languages. 

Homer (they tell us) fays in another place, that we hear the 
haranguer of t*wo pleaders. This is an unfair exaggeration : He only 
fays, two men pleaded, that is, were reprefented* pleading. Was not 
the fame faid ^y Pliny of Nicomacbus, that he had painted two Greeks, 
which fpake one after another ? Can we exprefs ourfelves otherwifc of 
thefc two arts, which tho* they are mute, yet have a language ? Or in 
explaining a painting of Raphael or Pouffn, can we prevent animating 
the figures, in making them fpeak conformably to the defign of the 
painter ? But how could the engraver reprcfent thofe young (hepherdt 
and virgins that dance firfl in a ring, and then in fetts ? Or thofe troops 
which were in ambufcadc ? This would be difficult indeed if the work- 
man had not the liberty to make his perfons appear in different cir- 
cuinftancrs. All the obje£lions againft the young man who iing^ 
at the fame time that he plays on the harp, the bull that roars 
xvhilft he is devoured by a hon, and againfl the mufical conforts, 
arc childifh j for we can never fpeak of painting if we banifh thofe 
expreflioni. Pliny fays of jipeltes, that he painted Clytus on horfe- 
fcack going to battel, and demanding his helmet of his fquire t 
Of AriJlideSf that he drew a beggar whom he could almoft under- 
Hand, pene cum voce: Of Cte/ihcbus, that he had painted Jupiter 
bringing forth Bacchus^ and crying out like a woman, fif muliehriter 
ingemifcentem : And of Nicearchus, that he had drawn a piece, in 
which HeraiJes was feen very melancholy on reflection of his mad- 
ncfs, Hercukm triflem, infania pcenitcntid. No one fare ^ill condemn 
thofe ways ef expreffion whic5 are fo common* The fame author 
has faid much mote of yfpelles : he telis us, he painted thofe things 
which could not be painted, as thunder ; pinxit fu/e pingi ncnpoffiint: 
And of Timantbua, tl)at in aU his works there was fomcthing more 
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onderAood than was r«ea \ and though there was aU the art imagh 
nable, yet there was ftiU more ingenuity than art : Atqut in omnilttt 
ejus •perihus, ittteliigitur piui fafrt>er fuam pingitur 5 & cum art Junrnm. 
fitf ingtnium tamen ultra artem efi. If we take the pains to compare* 
thefe. expreilions with thofe of Horner^ we /hall £nd him altogether 
czcufable in his manner of defcribing the buckler. 

We come now to the matter, \i this ihield (fays a modern aitick) 
had been made in a wifer age, i t would have been more corre^ aal 
lefs charged with objefts. TRre are two things which caufe the 
cenfarers to fall into this falfe criticifm : The firft is, that they think 
the ihield was no broader than the brims of a hat, wherfeu it was 
large enough to cover a whole man. The other is, that they did 
tuk know the defign of the Poet, and imagined this defcrifptkin'waa 
cMily the whimfy of an irregular wit, who did it by chance, and not 
following nature $ for they never fo much as entered into the inten-r 
tion of the poet> nor knew the ihield was defigned as a re; re£enutiojt 
of the univerfe. 

It is happy that Virgil has made a buckler for Alneat, at well as 
Homer for Acbilles. The Latin poet, who imitated the Greek oae» 
always took care to accommodate thofe things which time had chan- 
ged, fo as to render them agreeable to the palate of his readers $ 
yet he hath not only charged his ihield with a great deal mora work, 
fince he paints all the ad^ions of the Romans from ^feanius to Au", 
gufhu ; but has not SRroided any of thole manners of expreHion whicli 
offend the critkktt We fee there the wolf of Romuiki and Remus, 
who gives them her dugs one after another, mukore aiternotf €sf corpora 
fingere lingua : The rape of the Sahines, and the war which followed 
k, fubitoque nvtmm cinjurgtre helium ; Met i us torn by four horfcs, and 
^llus who draws his entrails through theforeft: Porfetina command, 
fag the Romans to receive Tarfuin, and befieging Rotne : The gcefe 
flying to the porches of the capitol, and giving notice by tbeii cnei 
of the attack of the Ganb, , 

Atque b)c auralis volitans argenteus anfer 
Porticihs, * Gallos in limine adeffe cane bat* 

We fee the Sal: an dance, hcD^ and the pains of the damned j anJ 
farther off, the place of the blefTec', where Cat'o prefides : We Cee 
the famous battel of A^ium, where we may diiWnguifli the captains : 
Agrippa with the Gods, and the winds favourable j and Anthott^ 
leading on all the forces of the ^^/, Mgypt, and tht Ba^nanti 
The fight begins, the fea is red with blood, Cleoparra givrs the fig* 
nal for a retreat, and calls her troops with a Syjirum, Patria voekt 
egmina Syjiro, The God?, or rather the monfttrs of Mgypt^ fight 
againft Neptune, Venns, Minerva, Mart, and ApoHol We fee Anthony s 
fleet beaten, and the Nile forrowfully opening his bofom to receive 
the conquered ; Cleopatra looks pale and almoft dead at the thought 
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o/ that death ifie had already determined ; •nay> we fee the very wind 
Upiif which hailens her flight : We fee the three triumphs of .4u' 
lyftufy that' Prince confecrates three hoadred temples, the altars are 
lili«d with Ladies oficring up (acrifices, Auguftut fitting at the en- 
trance of ApolW^ templ6^ receives prefents, and hangs them on the / 
pillars of the temple ; while all the conquered nations pafs by, who 
jktfA dijfertttt languages, and are differently equipped and anned. 

v 
. ■ Incedutit nnB^ longp orJine gentes, 

Slusm varue h'f^ui*, babitu turn, vifiii ^ armis* 

KtfcMtg can bkter juftlfy Htmer^ or ihew the wifdom and jud^ 
iDcnt of yirgH s l4e was eharmed with yfchilks^s iiueld, and there* 
ioTt woaM give the faflrte ornament to his poem. But as Homer 
hid painted the unii^re, he was ienftble that nothing remained iom 
him to do ; he had no other way to take than that of prophecy, and 
Ikew whit the defendant o^ his lieto ft»M perform ; and he was 
ifOt afraid to go beyond Houter, becaofe there is nothing improbable 
in the hlinds of k God. If the crittcks fay, that this W juftifying 
^ne fault by another j I defire they would agree among themiiclves t 
Fer Scaiiger, who was the flrft that condemned Homer's Aield, ad- 
mires Virgits, But fuppofe they Aould agtee^ it would be foolifli to 
tadeaV6ur to perfuade us, that what Homer and Virgil have done by^ 
the approbation of all ages, is not good $ and to make us thinks 
that their particular tafte (hould prevail over that of all other men.. 
Nothing is more ridiculous than to trouble one^s felf to anfwer men^ 
who /hew fo little reafoto in their criticifms, that we can do them 
1)0 greater favour, than to afcribe it to their ignorance. 

Thus far the objediohs are anfwered by Monf. Dacier, Since 
when, fome others have been ftarted, as that the obje^s leprcfrnte^ 
on the buckler, have no reference to the poeln, no agreement with 
Tbttis who procured it, Vukan who made it, or jicbiUei for whona it 
was made. 

To this it is replied^ that the reprefentation of the lea was agree- 
able enough to llfetis \ that the fpheres and celeftial fires were (b to 
Yukon ; (though the truth is, any piece of workmanOiip was equally 
fit to eome from the haods^.of this God) and that the images of a 
town be(ieged> a battel, and an ambufcade, were objeAs fufficiently 
proper for Achilles. But after all, where was the nece0ity that 
they ihottld be /o ? They had at leaft been as fit for one hero aa. 
another : And ^n^^r, as Virgil tells us, knew not what to make oC 
the figures on his fhleld : 

JitnimfU9 igMsnn, imagine gaudet, 

IK But 
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II. But ftill the main objc^ioD, and that in which the vanity of 
the moderns has triumphed the moft, is, that the ihield is crouded 
with fuch a niultiplitiiy of figures, as could not poiTibly be reprefeMed 
m the conapafs of it. The lace di(Iertation of Monf. Boivin has put 
an end to this caviJ, and the reader will have the pkafure to be con- 
vinced of it by ocular demonftracion, in the print annexed. 

This author fuppofes the buckler to have been perfectly round : 
He divi 'es the convex furfacc into four concentrick circles. 

The circle next the center contains the globe of the earth and the 
fea, in miniature t he gives this circle the dimenfion of three Inches. 

The fecond circle is allotted for the heavens and the ftars : he al- 
lows the fpace of ten inches between this, and the former circle. 

The third ihall be eight inches diibnt from) the fecond. The fpace 
between thcfe two circles fliall be divided into twelve compartiments, 
each of which makes a pi£ture of ten or eleven inches deep. 

The fourth circle makes the margin of the buckler : And the in- .. 
terval between this and the former, being of ^hree inches, is fufficient 
to rcprefent the waves and currents of the ocean. 

All thefe together make but foUr foot in the whole in diameter. 
The print of thefe circles and divifioas will ferve to prove, that the 
£gures will neither be crouded nor confufed, if difpofed in the proper 
place and order. 

As to the fize and figure of the Aield, it is evident from the poets, 
that^n the time of the Trojan war there were ihields of an extraordi- 
nary magnitude. The buckler of ^'ax is often compared to a tower, 
and in the fixth J/iad that q{ He£ior is defcribed to cover him from- 
the Hioulders to the ankles. 

In the fecond verfe of the dcfcription of this buckler o£ jicbiiles, it 
is faid that yiu/can caft round it a radiant cirole^ 

XUpl ^ uvTvyet jSa^XXi faurif, V. 479* 

Which proves the figure to have been round. But if it be alledged^ 
that arrv^ as well fignifies oval as circular, it may be anfwered, that 
tke circular figure better agrees to the fpheres reprelcnted in the 
center, and to the courfe of the ocean at the circumierence. 

We may very well allow four foot diameter to this buckler : As- 
on^ may (uppofc a larger fize would have been too unwieldy, fo a Icfs 
wouM not have been fuflkient to tover Che breaft and arm of a man 
•f a flatme, fa large as AcbtUa* 

In 
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In allowing four foot diameter to the whole, each of the twelve 
compartiments may be of ten or eleven inches in depth, which will 
be enough to contain, without any confofion, all the obje^ which 
Homer mentions. Indeed in this- print, each compartiment being but 
of one inch, the principal figures only arc reprefented ; but the 
reader may eafily imagine the advantage of nine or ten inches more. 
However, if the criticlu are not yet fatisfied, there is room enough, 
jt is but taking in the literal fenfe the words vdrtovi ^aiJ'aXTutff, 
with which //ow^ 'begins his defcription, and the buckler may be 
fuppofcd to be engraven on both fides, which fuppofition will double 
the fire of each piece: The one fide may ferve for the general defcrip* 
tion of heaven and earth, and the other for all the particulars. 

III. It having been now /hewn, that the fliield of Homer is blame- 
'lefs as to its defign and difpofition, and that the fubje^ (fo exten- 
five as it is) may be contra^ed within the due limits; not being one 
vafl unpropcrtioned heap of figures, but divided into twelve regular 
compartiments : What remains, \i to confider this piece as a compleat 
idea of painting, and a (ketch for what one may call an UHtverfil 
piffure. This is certainly the light in which it is chiefly to be ad- 
miredj and in which alone the criticks nave neglefted to place it. 

There is reafon to believe that Homer did in this, as he has done in 
other arts, (even in mechanicks) that is, comprehend whatever was 
known of it in his time ; if not (as is highly probable) from thence 
extend his ideas yet farther, and give a more enlarged notion of it. 
-Accordingly, it is very obfervable, that there is fcarce a fpccies or 
branch of this art which is not here to be found, whether hiftory, 
battel-painting, landflcip, archite^ure, fruits, flowere, animals, 6fr. 

I think it poflible that painting was arrived to a greater degree of 
^rfe^tion, even at that early period, than is generally fuppoTed hj 
ihofe who hate written upon it. Pliny exprefly fays, that it was not 
known in the time of the Trojan war. The fame author, and others, 
jreprefent it in a very imperfect ftate in Greecey in or near the days of 
Homer. They tell us of one painter, that he was the firft who begtm 
to fhadow ; and of another, that he filled his outlines only with a fingle 
colour, and that laid on every where alike : But we nwy have m 
higher notion of the art, from thofe defcriptions of ftatues, carvings, 
tapeftries, fculptures upon armour, and ornaments of all kin^Sa 
which e\'ery where occur in our author j as well as from what he 
fays of their beauty, the relievo, and their emulation of life itfelf. 
If we confider how much it is his conftant practice to confine faimielf 
to the cuftom of the times whereof he writ, it will be hard to 
doubt but that painting and fculpturc muft have been then in great 
"pra£tice and repute. 

■ The /hield ia not only dt^fcrib'd as a piece of fctilpture but of paint- 
ing: the outlines may be fuppofcd engraved, and the reft enameled, 
or inlaid with v.irious coloured metals. The variety of colours is 

plainly 
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plainly diftingwiflled hy Hfmer, where he fpeaks of the blatknefs of the 
new opened earth, of the federal colours of the grapes and Tines j and 
in other places. The different metals that Vulcan is feigned to eaiib 
into the furnace, were fufficient to afford a41 the neceflary colours :: 
But if to thofe which are natural to the metals, we add alfo tbofe 
which they are capable of receiving froni the openrtion of firej we 
(hall find, that Vulcan had as great a variety of colearf to make vfe 
of as any modern painter. That enamelling, or fixing colours by 
fire, was pra^tifed very anciently, may be conje£hired from what 
Diodorut reports of one of the walls of Babylon, built by Semiramis, 
that the bricks of it were painted before they xvere bumedy fo as to^ repre^ 
fent all forts of animals, lib. a. cap. 4. Now it is but natural te 
infer, that men had made ufe of ordinary colours for the reprefen^- 
tation of ob]eO«, before they learned to reprefent them by fnch m arfc 
given by the operation of fire; one being much more eafy and ob- 
vious than the other, and that fort of painting by means of fire 
being biit ao itnitation of the painting with a pencil and colours. 
Th& fame inference will be farther enforced from the works 
of- tapeftry, which the women of thofe times inter weaved with 
many colours ; as appears from the defcription o( that veil which 
Hecuba oflFers to Minerva in the fixth Iliad, and from a pafiage in the 
twenty fecond, where Andrtmacbe is represented working fiowers in a 
piece of this kind. They muft certainly have known the ufe of 
colours themfelves for painting, before they could thiidc of dying 
threads with thefe colours, and weaving thofe threads dofe to one 
another, in order only to a more laborious imitation of a thiag le 
much more eafily performed by a pencil. This obfervation I owe to 
the Abb^ Fraguier. 

It may indeed be thought, that a genius fo vaft and comprehen- 
five as that of Homer, might carry his views beyond the reft of 
mankind, and that in this buckler of Achilles he rather defigned to 
give a icheme of what might be performed, than a dcfcnptioft of 
what really was fo : And fince he made a God the artift, he mighc 
excufe bimifelf from a Arid confinement to what was known and 
pra€tifed at the time of the Trtjan war. Let this be as it will, it is 
ceruin that he had, whether by Icamfng, or by ftrength ef genius, 
(though the latter be more glorious fov Homer) a ^ full and exa^ 
idea of painting in all its pasts; that is to fay, in the invention, 
the eompojition, the exprejjion, &c. 

The invention vi ihewn in finding and introducing, in every fub^ 
\t€t, the greatefl, the moft ftgnificant, and the moft fuitabU object?. 
Accordingly in every fingle pi£hirc of the fhield, Homer conflantly 
finds out either thofe objects which are naturally the principal, 
thofe which mofl conduce to ihsw the fubjeft, or thofe which fet 
it ih the livcliefl and moft agreeable light: Thefe he never fails to 
difpofe m the moft advantageous manners, fituations, and oppofitiona. 

Next> 
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Next, we find all his figures diferently cUrafferiaied, in their ex- . 
prcflions and attitudes, according to their fcvcral natures: The God» 
(for inftanc^^are diftinguiflied in air, habit and proportion, from 
men, in the fourth pi£hure$ mafiers from &rvants in the eighth ; 
and ft of the reft. 

Nothinf is ipore wondeiful than his exaffc oh&rvation of the 
tontraft, not only between figure and figure, but bct¥<cen fubjea and 
fiibjedt. The city in. peace is a contraft to the city in war : Between 
the fiege in the fourth picture, and the battel in the fixth, a piece of 
paiiage is introduced, and rural fcenes follow after. The country too 
is reprefented in war in the fifth, as well as in peace m the ievenU^. 
■eighth, and ninth. The very animals are ihewn in thefe two dif- 
ferent ftates, in the tenth and eleventh. Where the fubje£ts appear the 
^ine, he contraflet them fome other way : Thus the firft pi£hire of 
the town in peace haying a predominant air <^ g^ety, in the dances 
and pomps of the s»arriage$ the fecond has a chara^er of eameft- 
nefs and follicitude, in the difpute and pleadings. In the pieces of 
rural life, that of the plowmg is of a different character from the 
harreft, and that of the harvcft from the vintage. In each of thefe 
there is a contraft of the labour and mirtb of the country people : In 
the firft, fome are plowing, others taking a cup of good liquor^ 4n^ 
the next we fee the reapers working in one part, and the banquet 
prepared in another ; in the laft, the labour of the vineyard is^lieved 
with mufick and a dance. The perfons are no lefs varied, old and 
young men and women r There bemg women in two pictures to- 
fether, namely the eighth and ninth, it is remarkable that thofe in 
the latter are of a dyPerent chara^er from the former } they who- 
drefs the fupper being ordinary women, the others who carry baiketa 
ia the vineyard, young and beautiful virgins : And thefe again, are of 
an inferior character to thofe in the twelfth piece, who are diftin- 
guiihed as people of condition by a more elegant dreis. There are 
three dances in the buckler ; and thefe two are varied : That at the 
wedding is in a circular figure, that of the vineyard in a row, that in 
the laft piduK, a mingled one. Laftly, there is a manifeft contraft 
In the colours ; nay, even in the back grounds of the feveral pieces : 
Xor example, that of the plowing is of a dark tindi, that of the 
harveft yellow, that of the pafturc green, and the reft in like 
tjnanner. . ^ «. . , . 

That he was not a ftranger to aereal perjpeStve^ appears m his cx»« 
«refly marking the diftance of objeA from obje£k : He tells ms^ for 
inftance, Oiat the two fpies lay a little remote from the other figures 5 
and that the oak imder which was fpread the banquet of the reapers, 
ftood apart : What he fays of the valley fprinklcd all over with cot- 
tages and flocks, appears to be a defcription of a large country in 
perfpcftive. And indeed, a general argument for this may be drawn 
.£om the number of figures on the ihield $ which could not be all 
cxprefied in their full magnitude: And this is therefore a fort of. 

proof 
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proof that the art of lefTening them accordiiig to perfpeflive wa» 
Iwowii at that time. 

What the criticks call the three unities, ought in reafoh as much ta 
b^ observed in a pi£h]re as in a play ; each (bould have only one prin' 
tipal aSion, one injiant of time, and one point of vitw. In this me- 
thod of enmination all9^ the fliichl of Homer will bear the teft : He 
has been more exa£t than the greateft painters, who have often devi- 
ated from one or other of thefe rules ; whereas (when we examine the 
detail of each compartiment) it will appear, 

Firft, that there is but one principal a^ion in each pl^hire, and. 
that no fbpemumerary figures or anions are introduced*. This will 
anfwer all that has been ^d of the confusion and croud of figures etk 
the ihicld, by thofe who never comprehended the pkn of it. 

Secondly, that no a£Uon is reprefentcd in one piece, which could 
not happen in the fame inftant of time. This will overthrow the- 
obje£tion againft (o many diflferent adioni ap^peawig in one ihldd $ 
which, in this cafe, is as mocn abfurd as ^ objefk againft fo many of 
Jta^eVs Cartons appearing in one gallery. 

Thirdly, it will he manifeft that there are no objects in any onr 
f i£hire which could not be feen in one point of view. Hereby the 
jUS^Terraffbn^a whole Criticiim will fall to the ground, whicb 
amounts but to this, that the general objeds of the heavens, ilars 
and fea, with the particular profpefls of towns, fields, &c, could 
never be feen all at oncck Homer was incapable of fo abfurd a thought,, 
aor -could thefe heavenly bodiM (had he intended them for a pidluxt) 
have ever been icen together from one point ; for the conftellations- 
and the full moon, for example, could never be feen at once with the 
fim. But the celeftial bodies were placed on the bofs, as (he ocean 
at die margin of the ihield : Theie were no parts of the painting, but 
the former was only an ornament to the proje^ion in the middle, 
and the latter a frame round about it t In the fame manner as the 
divifions, projections, os angles of a roof are left to be ornamented 
at the discretion of the painter, with foliage, architecture, grotefqoe, 
or what he pleafes i However his judgment will be ftill more com- 
mendable, if he contrives to make even thefe extrinfecal parts, to 
bear fome allufion to the main defign :- It is this which Homer has 
done, in placing a fort of fphere in the middle, and the ocean at the 
botder, of a work, which' was fo exprefiy intended to reprefent the 
imiverle. 

I proceed now. to the detail of the fhield ; in which the words of 
Homer being firft tranflated, an attempt will be made to fhew with 
'«hat txz€t order all that he defcribes may enttr into the compo- 
fitioB,, according to the rules of painting. 
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SHIELD o{ ACHILLES. 

Divided into feveral Parts, 
The Boss of tht Shield. 

VIRSE 483. 'Er ftb youiMy ^c^ Here Vulcan reprefemted 
the earthy the heaven, the fea, the indefatigable courje of the fun^ 
the moon in her full, all the celeftiat fgm that crown Olympus, /i&r 
Pleiades, the Hyades, the great Orion, and the Bear, commonly called 
the Wain, the only confellation tvhich, never bathing itfelf in the oceany 
tumi about the pole, and obferves the courfe of Orion; 

The fculpturc of thefc refemMcd fomewhat of our tcnrftrial and 
celcftial Globes, and took up the center of the fliicld : *Tis plain hf 
the huddle in which Homer exprefles this, that he did not defcribe it 
as a pi6lure for a point of fight. 

The circumference is divided into twelve compaitiments, each be- 
ing a feparate pi£lure : as follows, 

Firft Compartlment. A Town in Peace. . 

*E¥ ^\ I'vb) TToino'i «?roX€K, ^f] He engraved tv)c citiet \ in otte 
•f them lucre reprefented nuptials and fejiivalt. Tb^ fpoufes fnmi their 
bridal chamber;, were conduced through the town by the light of torches. 
Every mouth Jung the hymenreal fong: The ywths turned rapidly about 
in a circular dance : The fute and the lyre refounded: The Vfomen, every 
tr.e in the ftreet, fanding in the porches, beheld and admired* 
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In this pi^ure, the brides preceded by torch-bearers, are on the 
fore-ground : The dance in circles, and muficians behind them : The 
/treet in pcrfpeftive on cither fide, the women and fpedlators in the 
•porches, &c, difperfed through all the archftefturc. 

Second Compart! ment. AnJJfembly of People. 

Aao\ y i»y ayo^ij, ^c] There was feen a number of people in 
the market-place, and t^*o men difputing vfarmfy : The occafion ivas the 
payment of a jine for a murdery ijobicb one affirmed before the people be 
had paidy the other denied to have received \ both demanded y that the 
affair fiould be determined by the judgment of an arbiien The acclama* 
tiom of the multitude favoured fometimes the one patty, fometima the 
mtber. 

Here is a fine plan for a mafter-piece of exprejpony any judge of 
painting will fee our author has chofen thatr<i»/e-which,.of all others, 
•would give occafion to the greateft variety of expreffion : The father, 
the murderer^ the witnefles, and the different paflions of the aflem- 
l)ly, would afford an ample field for this talent even to Raphael 
lurofelf. 

Third Compartlment. 'The Senate. 

Kvfvxti y otpec \»n ipi^rvofy dfc,"} ^e heralds ranged the people 
in order: The reverend elders loere feated on feats of polijb" d ftoncy in the 
facred circle \ they rofe up and declared their judgmenty each in his turn, 
koith thefceptre in bis hand: Two talents of gold were laid in the middle 
ef the circb, to be given to him loho Jbeuld pronounce the mofi equitable 
judgment. 

The judges are feated in the center of the pi^ure ; one (who is 
the principal figtire) (landing op as fpeaking, another in an action of 
rifing, as in order to fpeak : The ground about them a profpcA of 
the Foniin> fiUM with auditors and fpe^ators. 

Fourth Compartitnent. A Town in mar. 

Ti}r y iripnv woXtw, ^c.} The other city was befUged by tw 
glittering armies: They were not agreed whether to Jack the towny or 
divide all the booty oftt into two equal parts, to be fi>ared between them : 
Mean time the Ljieged fecretly armed themfehes for an ambufcade. Their 
Vfives, children, and old men were pojled to defend tbeir nvalls : Tbt 
warriors marched from the town with Pallas and Mars at their head : 
TU deities were of gold, and had golden armours, by the glory of which 
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tbtf were iifiinguijbed abwe the men, as well at by tbeir fi^erior fiature 
ami mere elegant proportiont. 

This fubje^i may be thys difpofed : The town pretty near the eye, 
acrofs the whole picture, with the old men on the walls : The chiefs 
of each army on the fore-ground : Their different opinions for put- 
ting the town to the fword> or fparing it on account of the hooty^ 
may be exprefsM by fome having their hands on their fwords, and 
looking up to the city, others flopping them> or in an a£tioo of per- 
fuading againft it. Behind, in profpedt, the townfmen may be feenr 
going out from the back gates, with the two deities at their head. 

Homer here gives a clear inflance of what the ancients always prac- 
tifed; the diftinguifliing the Gods and GoddelTes by charaders of 
majefty or beauty fomewhat fuperior to nature ; we conftantly find 
this in their ftatues, and to this the modern maifters owe the grand 
tafte in the perfection of thetr figures. 

Fifth Compartiment. jin Ambufcadc. 

0» y oT« ^1} ^ lkot909f @tf.] Bang arrived at the river wherr 
y defigned their ambujh (the place where the cattle were watered) they 
Jptfid themjehes along the bank, covered with their armts Two Spiet 
tay at a difiance from them, ehjervinr when the oxen and Jhetp Jhculd 
come to drink, Th^ came immodiatetyy foUowod by two Jbepberds, wb» 
were playing on their pipei, without any apprehenjion of their danger. 

This quiet pi£lure is a kind of Repcfe between the laft and the 
following active pieces. Hefe is a fcene of t river and trees, under 
which lie the foldiers, next the eye of the (pc£tator j on the farther 
Wnk are placed the two fpies on one hand, and the flocks and' 
ihepherds appear coming at a greater diftaace on the other. 

Sixth Compammcnt. The Batt4L 

O? |X» Ta wpoV^ovTcj, ^c."] The teople of the town rujhed up^it 
them, carried off the oxen andffoeep, and killed the Jhepherds, The be^ 
fiegen fitting before the toion, heard the outcry y and mounting their 
horfesy arrived at the bank of the river ; nuhere they fiopp^d, and «i- 
counterd each other with their fpears, Difcord, tumuk, and fate ra^d 
in the midfi of them. There might you fee cruel.pe^ny dragging a dead 
foldier through the battel \ two others Jhe feijced alive \ one of which tuat 
ir{ortally wounded \ the other not yet hurt : The garment on her fbuulders 
was Jlained with human blood » The figures appeared as if they lived, 
moved f and fought, you would think they really draped off their dead. 

The 
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The flieep and two (hepherds lying dead upon the fore-ground. 
A Wttel-piece fills the picture. The allegorical figure of the Parcm 
or Deftiny is the principal. This had been a noble occafion for fuch 
a painter as Reubens, who has, with moft happinefs and learning, 
imkated the aacients in thcfe fi^cious and fymbolical perfons. 

Seventh Compartiment. Tillage. 

'E» ^' triOi* wuof ^«Xa««».] The next piece reprefenud a large 
fieUf a deep and fruitful f«il, lohicb feemed to have been three times 
plowed I the labourers appeared turnit^ their plows on every fide. As 
foon as they came to a land's end, a man presented them a howl of 
wine 5 cbeared ivith this, they turned, and worked down a new furrow, 
defirous to haften to the next land's end. The field was of gold, hut 
looked black behind the pbws, as if it had really been turned up ^ the 
furprixittg effeS of the art of Vulcan. 

The plowmen muft be repreiented on the fore-ground, in the ac- 
tion of turning at the end of the furrow. The invention of Homer 
is not content with barely putting down the figures^ but enlivens 
them prodigioufly with fome remarkable circumftance : The giving 
a cup of wine to the plowmen muft occafion a fine ezprefiion in the 
faces. 

Eighth Compartiment. The Harvejl. 

*£» y irtdii TffM»0(» &e.J Ntxt be nprefinted afield of cwn^ 
h wbieb the reapers worked with fibarp fickles in their bands j the com 
fell thick akng the fmrrows in equal rows : Three binders were emploved 
in making uf the fieaves t The boys attending them gathered up the Ueje 
fwarthf, ana carried them in tbetr arms to be bound : The lord of the 
field ftanding in the midft of the heaps, with afceptre in hit band, re^ 
joiees in filenee: His ojieirs, at a dijl^nce, prepare a fe*ft under the 
fhade of an oak, and hold an ox rea^ t^befacrifiied\ while the womeu 
mix the four of wheat for the reapers /upper. 

The reaf ers on the fore-ground, with their faces towards the fpec- 
tators ; the gatherers behind, and the children on the farther ground. 
The mafter of the field, wh6 is the chief figure, may be iet in the 
middle of the pi£hire with a ftrong light upon him, in the a£lion 
of direfling and pointing with his fceptt e ^ The oak> with the fer- 
vants under it, the facrtfice, &c, on a diftant ground^ would all to- 
gether make a beauttful groupe of great Tariety. 
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Ninth Compartiment. The Vintage. 

'E» y iTtOei S'Ot(pv'Kn<ri, &€."] He then engraved a vine-yard 
loadctt 'with its grapes : The vine-yard ivas gold, hut the grapes blacky 
and the props of them fthver, A trench of a dark metal, and the pali- 
fade of tin encompaffed the tvhole vine-yard, There *was pne path in it, 
by tvhich the labourers in the vine-yadd pajfed : Young men and maids 
carried the fruit in woven hajkets : In the mtddle of them a youth piayed 
on the lyre, and charmed them with bis tender voice, as he furg to the 
firings (or as he Jung the fong o/* Linus:) Hae reji Jiriking the ground 
with their feet in exaEl time, followed him in a dance, and accompanied 
bis voice ivitb their otvn. 

The vintage fcarce needs to be painted in any colours but Homer t. 
The youths and maids towards the eye, as coining out of the vine- 
yard i The inclofure, pales, gate, ^c, on the fore- ground. There 
is fomething inexpreilibly riant in this piece, above all the reft« 

Tenth Compartiment. Animals. 

*Ey V ecyiXfiv vrdiiiffe Bout, &£."] He graved a herd of oxen 
marching with their beads ere£led^ thefe oxen (inlaid with gold and 
tin) teemed to bellow as they quitted their ft all, and rtm in hafte to the 
meadows, through which a rapid river rolled with rejounding ftreams 
amongji the rujbes : Fottr herd/men of gold attended them, followed by 
nine large dogs. Two terrible lions feixed a bull by the throat, 'who 
roared as they dragged him along \ the dogs and the herd/men ran to bis 
rtifcue, but the lions baruing torn the bull, devoured his entrails, and 
drank his blood. The herdjmen came up with their dogs, and heartened 
them in vain ; tb^ durft not attack the Sons, butftanding at fome diftance, 
barked at thetn, and ftjumCd them. 

We hav^e next a nne piece of animals, tame and favage : But what 
is remarkable, is, that thefe animals are not coldly brought in to be 
gazed upon : The herds, dogs and lions are put into a£tion, enough 
to exercife the warmth and fpirit of Rubens, or the great tafle of 
yulio Romano. 

The lions may be next the eye, one holding the bull by the throat, 
rite other tearing out his entrails : A hcrdfmaa or two heartening 
the dogs : All thefe on the fore-ground. On the iecond ground an- 
other groupe of oxen, that feem to have been gone before, tofling 
their heads and running ; other herdfmen and dogs after t he m ; And 
beyond them, a profpe^ of the river* 
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Eleventh Compartiment. Sheep. 

*£ir ^i fOfMVy &c.^ I'ht Jiwiu artifi then engraved s large Jlock of 
-^uhi t a Jbe^ feeding along a beautiful valley. Innumerable folds, cottages, 
Md inchfed Jhelten, were fcattered through the profpeB* 

This is an intire Undfcape without human figures, an image of 
Aature folitarjr and undifturbed : The deepeft repofe aad tranquillity 
is that which diilingui/hes it from the others* 

Twelfth Compartiment. ^be Dance. 

*E» ^f %op&i», &c,'\ 'The fiilful Vulcan then defyned the f gun 
Mnd various motions of a dance, like that which Dcdalus of old contri" 
'ved in GnoiTus for the fair Ariadne. ll>ere the young men and maidens 
danced hand in hand^ the matdens were dreffed in linen garments, the 
ntanin rich and Jhininz fluffs: The maids had Jlowery crowns on their 
heads I the men had Jivords of gold hanging from their fides in belts of 
Jihver* Here thty feem to run in a ring with aBive feet, as fwiftly as 
a ^oheel runs round when tried by the hand of the potter* There, they 
appeared to move in many figures, and fometimes to meet, fometimes to 
ivind from each other, A multitude of fpeSiators flood round, delighted 
nvith the dance. In the middhftttfo^nimblf^mblers exercifed tbemf elves 
in feats of aBivay,*while^he fing was carried on ^y tfye Vi^ole circle. 

This pidure includes the greateft number of {tenons i Tfoixwr him- 
felf has groupM them, and marked the manner of the compofition. 
This piece would excel in the different curs of hiauty whi% might be 
-gvren to the young men and women, and the graceful attitudes in 
the various manners of daacings On wUch account the fubjeft 
night be ^t for Guido^m perhaps could be no where better executed 
Chan in our own country*." 

The Border of the Shield. 

*£» V iT»di» frvFXfMto, ^c.] Then laflly, he reprefented the ra- 
fid emtrfe of the great ocean, which he made to roll its waves round 
the extremity of the whole circumference. 

This (as lus been faid before) was only the Frame to the whole 
Shield, and is therefore but flightly touched upon, without any 
of particular objeftsi 
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I ought not to end this dfiiy* without vindicating myielf from 
the vanity of treating of an art, which I love fo muc^ better than I ^ 
imderftand : But I have been very careful to confult both the beft per- ' 
formers and judges in Painting. I can^t neglect this occalion of faying 
how happy I think myfelf in the favour of the moft diftinguilhed 
roafters of that art. Su* Godfrty Knellcr in particular allows jne to 
tell the world, that he intirely agrees vrith my fentiments on this 
fabjeA t And I can^t help wiming that he who gives this teftimony 
to Homert would ennoble fo great a defign by his own execution of it. 
yidcan never vrroiight for fbetit with more readinefs and af!e£lion, 
than Sir Godfrey has done for me : And ib admirable a pi^ure 4>f the 
whole univeffe could not he a more agreeable preient than he has 
obliged me with, in the Portraits of ibine of thofe perfons, who are 
S» ne the deareft obje^ in it. 
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The ARG U M E NT. 

The reconciliation of Achilles and Agamemnon. 

THETIS brings to ker fin the armour made iy 
Vulcan. She frefewes the body of his friend from 
corruption^ and commands htm to ajfemhle the army^ to de- 
clare Ms refentment at an end, Agamemnon and Achilles 
art. fiienhUj rsconciUdi ^hef^eches^ prefints^ and ceremo-: 
fties on that occajton, Achilles // wtjith great difficulty per- 
Juaded to refrain from the battle till the troops ha've refrefhed 
tbemfel'ves^ by the advice of Ulyfles. Ihe prefents are con- 
*vey£d to the tent of Achillea ; ivhere Brifeis laments over 
the body of Patroclus. The hero obfiinately refufes all re- 
pafiy and gives himfelf up to lamentations for his friend, 
Miitervl defends to frengthen kim^ by the order ^Jupiter. 
He arms for the fight : his appearance defcribed. He md^ 
dreffes himfelf to his horfes^ and reproaches them nuitb the 
death of Patroclus. One of them is miraculoufly endued 
tuith voice f and infpired to prophefy his fate ; but the hero, 
net aftoni/hed by that prodigy ^ rujbes voitb fury to the com* 
late. 

^be tli^tiethday. 7ln i<Xi.t is w thifta-Jhore. • 
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SO ON as Mrora heaved her orient head. 
Above t^ waves ihat blufh'd with early red, 
(With new-born day to gladden mortal fight. 
And gild the courts of heaven with^facred light) 
^h* iiximortal arms the Codded -mother bears 
Swift to her Ton : Her fon fhe finds in tears 
Stretched o^'er Patroclus' corfe: while all the reft 
Their Sovereign's forrows in their own expreft. 
^ xay divine her heav'nly prefence ihed, 
A<nd thus, his hand foft-touching» Thtishid* 
Vol.. V. F 
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' Sapprefs (oiy fon) thi3 rage of grief, and know 
It was not man, but heav'n that gave thie blow ; 
Behold what arms by Fklcan are beftow'd^ 
Artns worthy thee, or fit to gr|^ a God. 

i'hen drops the radiant burthen on the ground ; 15 

Cang the ftrong arms, and ring the fhores aroand : 
Back ihrink the Myrmidons with dread fnrprize^ 
And from the broad effulgence turn their eyev 
Unmoved, the hero kindles at the (how. 
And feels with rage divine his bofom glow ; 20 

From his fierce eye-balls living flames expire^ 
And flafh inceflant like a ftfeam of fire : 
He turns the radiant gift, and feeds his mind 
Ot all th' immortal artill had defign*d. 

Goddefs (he cry'd) thefe glorious arms that (hine 25 
With matchlefs art, confefs the hand divine. 
Now CO the bloody battel tet me bend : 
But ah ! the relicks of my ilaMghter'd ^j/md f 



V. 13. Behold v)bat arm. Sec,'] It is not poetry only which has 
had this idea, of giving divine arms to a hero 5 we have a very re- 
^markable example of it in our holy books. In the fccond of Maeca^ 
bees, chap. 16. Judas fees in a dream the proJ)het Jermiah hringing 
to him a fword as from Godi Though this was only a dream or a 
vifion, yet ftill it is the fame idea. This example is likewife fo 
much the more worthy of bbfervation, as it is much later than the 
age of Homer \ and as thereby it is feen, that the fame way of 
thinking continued a long time anwngft the ondatal natiofls. ^«- 
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tn thofe wide wooods thro' which his fymt fled, 

Shall flies, and worms dbfoene^ pdluGB the deadf 30 

That anavaillDg car^ be laid afid^^ 
(The azure<Sodiie& to Iter foa rqply'd) 



V. 50. SbaUJlitt, 4tni mt^mt Ufisiii, folbtte the deadf) The care 
'^hich Acbiilcs takes in this place to drive away the flies from the 
•dead body of Tatroclus, ibefns to us ■ ineAn empioyimiit, and a care 
unworthy of a hero* But that. office was regarded by Homer, aod by 
All the Greiks of his tttfle, as a pious duty confecrated i)y cuftom «nd 
religion ; which obliged the kindred and friends of the deceafed to 
Watch bis' corps, and prevent any corruption before the folemn day 
of his fuherah. . It- it pMn th^ def^ir was thought an indifpenfable 
one, fiitce Achilles could not difchargd himfelf of it but by impofing 
it upon his Mother. It^t^alfotlear,' ^at in thoie tines the prefer- 
Vation of a dead body was accounted a very important matter, flnce 
the Goddeffes'themfdves, nay the moft delicate of the Godde/Tes^ 
made it the fubje£l of their utmoft attention. As Tbetjs preferves 
the body of Patmclus, and Chafes fVom it thofe rnfedls that btted in 
the wottdds «Bd caufe putreia^Hon> (6 yemu is employed day «nd 
night about that of HeShr, in driving away the dogs to which Acbil" 
its had expidfed ik, Af^A, on his f art, covers it with a thiclc Cloud, 
and preferves its fremnefs amidil the greateft heats of the fun t And 
this care of the deitiet over the dead was looked upon by attn as a 
fruit of their piety. 

There is an excellent remark upon thh paflage ra Boffh^t admirable 
treatife of the epic poem. Jib, 3. c. 10. *' To fpeak (fays ^is 
** Author) of the arts and fciences as a pofet ought, we ihould-^eil 
" them under names and aftions of perfons, fiditiout and allcgo- 
** rical. Homer will not plainly fay that fait has the virtue to 
*' pr«ftf)«e ddadt>«die8, and prevent theiliei^Qm engeiidering worms 
^ in them ; he will not fay, thlt the fea prefented AcbilUs a remedy 
" to preferve Pmtrvclta from putrefiAion \ bat he wiU make the fea 
" a Goddefs, and tell us, that Thetis, to comfort Achilles^ engaged to 
'* perfunhe the body with an Ambrofia which fliould keep it a whole 
'' year from corruption : It is thus Huner teaches the poets to fpeak 
" of arts and fciences. This example ihewi the nature of the things, 
** that flies caufe putrefgdion, that fait preserves bodies from it : but 
" all this is told us poetically, the whole is reduced into action, 
'< the fea is made a perfon who fpeaks and ads, and this profipop$eta 
*^ it accompanied with pafllon, tendernefs, and aflfe£lion ; in a word, 
<< there is nothing which it not (according to Arijktiit pcecept) en- 
** dued with manncn." ^^ ^ ■* . 

F2 Whol^ 
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Whole yean antoi]ch*dy iiiiii)jur*d fhall remain 

Frefh as in life, the carcaie of the (kuu 

Butgo> AcbilleSf (as afiiurs require) SJ 

Before the Grecian Peers renounce thine ire: 

Then uncontrourd in txMindlefs war engage, 

And heaven with ftrenguiupply the^ighty nge ! 

Then in the noflrils of the ilain (he poor*d 
NefUreous drops, and rich Ambrc^ ihowefd 4® 

O'er all the corfe. The flies forbid their prey, 
Untouched it refb» and faaed from decay. 
Achilles to the ftrand obedient went: 
The ihores relbunded with the voice he fenC. 
The heroes heard, and all the naval train 4^ 

That ten4 the fhips, or guide them o'er the naio, 
Alarm'd, tranfported, at the well-known found. 
Frequent and fidl, the great aflembly crown'd; 
Studious to fee that terror of the phun. 
Long loft to battel, Ihinc in arms again. 50 

Jydides and Uijffes firft appear. 
Lame with their wounds, and leaning on the fpear; 
Thefe oil the faaed feats of council plac'd. 
The King of men, Jtrides came the laft : 
He too fore wounded by Agenor\ fon. 55 

Achilles (rifing in the midft) begun. 

O Monarch ! better far had been the fate 
Of thee, of me, of all the Grecian ila(e» 
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' ( («*er the day when by mad paffion fway*dv 
^^^Aih we contended for the Uack-ey'd maid) 6<» 

Preventing Dioff had difpatch'd her dart. 
And ihot the fhining mifchief to the heart f 
f' Then many a hero had not prefs-d the {hore^ 
'- Nor Troft glad fields been fktten'd with our gore: 
' Ix>ng, long ihall' Greece the woet we caused, bewail^ 6$ 

And fad poilerity repeat the talb. 
. Butthisy no more the fubjeft of debate, 
^ Is paft, forgotten, and refignM to fate: 
Why (hould (alas) a moxtalman, as J^ 
Bam with a fury that can- never die ? 7a 

Herethenmy anger ends: Let war fuoceed. 
And vCn as Gr€eceiha& Ued,. let lUon blced.^ 



Y. 61. Priventing Dian bad diffatcyd' her dart, 
Aadjbu tbejbining mfcbiefto tbi beart»J 

AcbiUa 'wi/hes £rifets had died before (he had oocafioned Co great ca* 
lamitiet to his countrymen : I ¥^1 not (av, to excufe him^ that his 
virtue here overpowers his love, bat that the wifli is not fo venr bar- 
barous as it may feem by the phrafe to a modern reader. It M notg^ 
that Diana had a^ually killed her, as by a particular ftroke or judg- 
aient from heaven j it means no more than a natural deaths ai ag^^ 
lent ftom this paflag^ in Odjif, X5« 

HlfCM age andJUktufi bave wmerv^d tbefiroagi 
Apollo cuiutf and Cynthhxtma a/oi^, 
7^9 bead tbefimtr btmi for fudden ill. 
And every fining arrew fiies to- kilL 

Aad he does not wifh her death now, after ihe had been fais mi^ 
ftrefs, but only that (he had died, before he knew, v loved her. 
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Now call the hod^y and try, if m our (ighty 

^rey yet (hall dare to camp a fecond night? 

I deem, their mightieft, when this arm he ksows^ 7^ 

Shall Tcape with ttnnfport, and: with joy repoib. 

He faid : Hi& finifti^d wriUk with loud acclaim 
The Greeks accept, and fhout PtluUs* name. 
Who) tbui, not rifing from his lofty throne 
In flatf onmov'd, the King, of pien begoQ. %m 

Hear me, ye fons tf Qrteet! with filienct^hctr i 
And grant your mpnaich an impartial car ; 
Awhile your Ipud, uptUnely jc^ fdpend. 
And let your rafli, in|uriott8 diUDoaia andt 
Unruly murmuri, or ill-ti9i^d apphmft, #j. 

Wrong the beft fpeaker, and the jufteft-canfe. 
Nor charge on me, ye Greeks^ the dire debate :. 
Know, angry Jcve^ ai»d all-compdlmg Fa/'^ 
With fell Erinnys^ urgM my WMth that day 
When from AehUUs" anns I fbr^'d the jpirey. 9# 

What then could I, again^ the will of heav'n? 
Not by myfelf, hut vengeful Att driv^^ ;. 
She, Jo've\ dread daughter, fated to infcft 
The race of mortak, enter'd in my bread. 



Vt 93. Sbty ]avt*s dread daughter,^ This fpeech of Jfj^amemnon, 
iconfiftiaj of little clfc than the long ilory of Jupiter 6 c^ing Difi 
€ord out of heaven, feems odd enough at firft fight \ and doe« not 
indeed anfwer what I believe every reader cscpe^s, at the conference of 
thefip two Pri^^s.. With9ut ^^ufing ^t ivm the juftntls and proper 

Wl^c*ti<MV 
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Wot on the^oond that haughty fury tr^ds, . 9^ 

But prints her lofty footileps on the heads 

Of mighty men ; inf!i£ling as (he goes 

Long feftVing wopnds, inextricable woes f 

Of ok), (he fblkM amid the bright abodes; 

And yovi himfelfy the Sire of M^n and Gods, too 

The world's great ruler, felt her venom'd dart ; 

Deceived by Juno^s wiles, and female art. 



application of the allegory in the prefent cafe, I think it a piece of 
artifice, very agreeable to the character of j^gamemnon, which is a 
mixture of haughtinefs and cunning j he cannot prevail with himfelf 
any way to leifen the dignity of the royal charadler, of which he 
every where appears jealous : Something he is obliged to fay in pub- 
lick, and not brooking directly to own himfelf in the wrong, he 
£vr8 it over ^i^ thi« tale. With what ftatelinefs is it that he yields ? 
f* I was milled (fays he) but I was mifled like Jupiter. We inveft 
« you with our powers, take our troops and our treafures : Our royal 
<< promife fhall be fulfilled, but be you pacified.** 

V. 93. Sbiy Jove'i drtad daughter, fated to infeft 
The race of mortals ] 

It appears firom hence, that the ancients owned a Damorix created by 
God himfelf, and totally taken up in doing mifchief. 

This fi6lion is very remarkable, in as much as it proves that the 
Pagans knew that a daemon of difcord and maledi£^ion was in hea.- 
ven, and afterwards precipitated to earth, which perfeftly agrees witl» 
holy hiftory. St. yupin will have it, that Homer attained to the 
knowledge thereof in JEgypt, and that he had even read what 
Jfaiab writes, chap. 14. how art thou fallen from beaten, Lucifer, 
fon of tbe morning, how art thou cut down to the ground which didft 
tveaken tbe nations f But our poet could not have feen the prophecy 
of Ijaiaby bccaufe he lived 100 or 150 years before that prophet; 
and this anteriority of time makes this pafTage the more obfervable. 
Homer therein bears -authentick witnefs to the truth of the ftory, of 
an angel thrown from heaven, and gives this teftimony above loa 
yev% before one of the greateft prophets fpokc of it. Dacier, 
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For when Jkmena\rimt loBg months were run. 

And Jove expe£led his immortal ion ; 

To Gods and Goddefles ih' unfuly joy 1 05 

He fhow*d, and vaunted of his matchlefs boy : 

JFrom us (he faid) this day an infant fprings. 

Fated to rule, and born a King of Kings. 

Saturnia aik'd an oath, to vouch the truth* 

And fix dominion on the favoured youth. i:L» 

The Thund'rcr unfufpidous of the fraud, 

Pronounc'd thofe folemn words that bind a God. 

The joyful Goddefs, from Olympus' height. 

Swift to Achaian Argos bent her flight i 

Scarce fev'n moons gone, lay Sthenelui his wife ; i vy 

She puihM her lingering infant into life: 

Her charms Alcmencti comipg labours (lay^ 

And flop the babe, juft ifTuing to the day. 

Then bids Satumius bear his oath in mind ; 

•* A youth (faid (he) of Jwe^s immortal kind I2#^ 

" Is this day born : From Sthenelus he fprings, 

" And claims thy promife to be King of Kings.'* 

Grief feizM the Thund'rer, by his oath ftjgag'd ; 

Stung to the foul, he forrow'd, and he rag'd. 

From his arobrofial head, where perch'd (he fate, 125^ 

He fnatch'd the Fury-Goddefs of Debate, 

The dread, th' irrevocable oath he fworc, 

Th' immortal feats (hould ne'er behold her more; 

And 
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And whirPd her headlong down, for ever driven 
From bright Olympus and the flarry heaT*a : 1^9' 

Thence on the nether world the fury fell ; 
Ordained with num^s contentious race to dwell. 
Fall oft* the God his ron!s hard toils bemoan'd, 
CarsM the dire fury, and in fecret groaned. 
Ev.'ii thus, like Jove himfelf^ was I mifled, 135. 

While raging H$3or heaped our camps with dead. 
What can the effors of n^ nlg^ atone ? 
My martial troops, my treafures are thy own : 
This inftant from the navy ihall be fent- 
W4iate*er Ulyjis promised at thy tent:. t^a 

Batthoaf appeas'd, propitious to our pray V, 
Refume thy arms, and fliine again in war. 
O King of nations \ whofe fuperior fway 
(Returns Achilles), all our hofts obey \ 
To keep or fend the prefents/ be thy care ;* 145 

To usy *us equal : All we afk is war. 
While yet we talk, or but an inftant (hun 
The fight, our glorious work jremains undone. - 



V. 145. To keep or fiiui the prefenfs be thy care.} AcUlles neither 
jcfufes nor demands Agamemnon s prefcnts : The firft would be toa 
•onteaiptuoa&, and the other would look ^^00 ielfifli. It would feenx 
M if AcbilUs fought only for pay like a mercenary^ which would be' 
utterly unbecoming a hero, and fliflumourable to that character ; Ho^ 
Miff, is wonderful ai to the maAQCrs. . S^nd^ Dader, • 



? 5^ I.et 
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Let cv'ry Greeks who fees my fpear confoand 

Tlic Trojan ranks, and deal de^adion round, jja 

With emulation, what I aft, furvey, 

And learn fr(^m thence the bufinefs of the day. 

The fon of Peleus thus: And thus replies 
The great in councils, Itbaeus the wife. 
Tho' godlike thou art by no toils opprefV, ^55 

At leaft our armies claim repaft and reft : * 
Long and laborious muft the CQmbate be. 
When by the Gods infpir'd, and led by thee. 
Strength is derived from fpirits and from blood. 
And thofe augment by gen'rous wine and food; i6# 

What boaQfulTon of war, without that Hay, ^ 
Can laft a hero thro' a fingle day ? 
Courage may prompt; but, ebbing out his ftrength. 
Mere unsupported man muft yield at length i ^ 



V. 159. Strength is deriv'd /run f^rits, &c.] Thi^ aivicc of 
Vljffes that the troops fliould refVefli themfeWes with eating ind 
drinking was extremely neccifary after a battel of ^o long continuance 
as that of the day before : And jichilles*s defire that they ihonld 
charge the enemy immediately, without any refle^lion on the neoef* 
£ty of that refreihment, was sdfo highly natural to his violent cha- 
ra^er. This forces Ufyjes to repeat that advice, and infift upon it 
io much V Which thoic criticks diid not fee into, who through a ^tlie 
delicacy are fhock d at his infixing fo warmly upon>eating and 
drinking. ^ Indeed to a common reader ytht is more fond of hermck 
and romantick, than of juft and natural images, this at firft fight 
may have an air* of ridkule ; but I'll venture to f«y there ia nothing 
ridiculous in the thing itfd^ nor mean and low in Homer*9 waMwr 
«f exprelTing it : And I believe the fame of this traniladon, though S 
have not f^tened or abated of the idea they are fo offended with. 

Shrunk 
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Shrank with 4ry hmmt^ ftnd with toils dedin'd^ ^5 

7he dropping body will ddiert the ^ind : 

But bailt anew with fimg^-^onferriog fare, 

"With limbs and (bol untamed, he tires a war. 

Difmifs the people then, and give conmaad^ 

With ftrongrepaft to hearten cv'ry band i fjm . 

But let the prefents to Ac^illex made. 

In full afTcmbly of tH Greece be laid. 

The King of men (hall rife in publick fight, • 

And folemn fwear (obfervant of the rite) 

That fpotlefs as (he came, the maid removes, 775 

Pare from his arms, and goiltlefs of his lovet . 

That done, s, famptooos banquet fiiall be made. 

And the full price of injured honour paid. 

Streteh not, henceforth, O Prince ! thy fov'reign mighty 

Beyond the bounds of rea&n and of right ; 1 8^ 

rria the chief praife that e^er to Kings belonged 

To right with juftice whom with powV they wrong'd,. 

To him the monarch. Juft is thy decree. 
Thy words give joy, and wifdom breathes in thee. 
Each due atonement gladly I prepare > i^^ 

And heav*n regard me as I jufHy fwear f 
liere then awhile let Greece aflemUed ftay. 
Nor great JcHilks grtidige this (hort delay 5. 
*TiH from the fleet our prefents be convey 'd. 
And, Jove atte&ing, the firm compad made. rgor 

A traixft 
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A train of noble yoath the charge (hall bear; 

Thefc to felca, Ufyjh, be thy care : 

In order ranked let all our gifts appear. 

And the fair train of captives dofe the rear : 

7altbybius (hall the vidim boar convey, 1 5 j^ 

Sacred to Jonte^ and yon' bright orb of day. 

For this (the ftern jEacuUs replies) 
Some leis important feafon may faffice^ 

Wllea^ 

V. 197. Theflem ^acidcs repba,} The Greek verfe i«. 

Toy y a7ra(MiPofAt90f v^oa-ifn vo^ei^ ukv^ 'A^ty^u;, 

Which is repeated very freqaendy throughont the Biad, It is a veiy 
juft remark, of a French critick, that what makes it (o much takea 
notice of, is the rumbling found and length of the word eLvetfjui- 
jSofiirof : This is fo true, that if io a poem or romance of th* fame, 
length as the Iliad, we ihould repeat The hero anftuerd, full as often, 
we ihould never be fenfible of that repetition. And if we are not. 
fliockM at the like frequency of thofe expreflions in the j^neid^ 
Jic ore referty talia voce refert, talim diEfm dabat, vrx eafatut erat^ &cJ 
it is only becaufe the found of the Latin words docs not fill the ear 
like that of the CreeJk elvafAnffofAttfoq. 

The difcourfe of the fame critick upon thefe fort of repetitions in 
general, deferves to be tranfcribed. That ufelefs nicety (fays he) of 
avoiding every repetition, which the delicacy of later times has in- 
troduced, was not known to the firftages of antiquity: The books 
of Mofes abound with them. Far from condemning their frequent 
life in the moft ancient of all the poets, we fhould look upon them 
as the certain chara^er of the age in which he lived : They fpok» 
ib in his time, and to have fpoken otherwife had been a fault. And 
Indeed nothing is in itfelf fo contrary to the true fubliroe, as that pain-*' 
ful and frivolous exa^tnefs, with which we avoid to make ufe of a 
proper word becaufe it was ufed before. It is certain that the Romans 
were lefs fcrupulous as to this point : You have often in a fingle page 
of Tully the fame word five or fix times over, li it were really a 
fault, it is not to be conceived h6w an author, who io little wanted 
vaiicty of ciprelBons as Hmer, could be ib very negligeot herein ? 
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When the ftern fury of the war is o-er, 
And wnth extinguifhM burns my fareaft no more. 200 

By 



On the contrary, he Teems to have afFe£ted to repeat the fame thiiigt 
in the fame words, on many occafions. 

It was from two principles equally true, that among feveral people, . 
and in feveral ages, two practices intirely difFercnt took their rife, 
ilfo/^i, Hoftur, and the writers of the firft times, had found that 
repetitions of the. fame words recalled the ideas of things, imprinted 
them much more ftrongly, and rendered the difcourfe more intelli- 
gible. Upon this principle^ the cuftom of repeating. words, phrafes^ 
and even intire fpeeches, infenfibly eftiaibliihed itfelf both In profe and 
poetry, efpecially in narrations. 

The writers who fucceeded them obfe'rved, even from Homer fi)m« 
felf, that the greateft beauty of ftyle confifted in variety. This they 
made their principle : They therefore avoided repetitions of words, , 
and ftill more of whole fentences ; they endeavoured to vary them 
tranfitions ; and found out new turns and manners of expre£ing the 
iame things. 

Either of thefe practices is good, but the excefs of either vicious s 
We ihould neither on the one hand, through a love of fimplicity 
and clearncfs, continually repeat the fame words, phrafes, or dif^ 
courfes ; nor on the other, for the pleafure of Variety, fall into a. 
childi/h aife^ation of exprefiing every thing twenty different ways» 
though it be never fo natural and common. 

Nothing fo much cools the warmth of a piecC) or puis out the. 
fire of poetry, as that perpetual care to vary inceifantly even in the 
finalleft circumftances. In this, as in many other points, Homgr has 
defpifed the ungrateful labour of too fcrupulous a nicety. He haa 
done like a great Painter, who does not think himfelf obliged to vary 
all his pieces to that degree, as not one of them fhall have the leafF 
refen^lanccL to another : If the principal figures are intirely difltrent,- 
we eafily excufe a refemblance in the landfcapes, the ikies, or the 
draperies. Supppfe a gallery full of pictures, each of which repre- 
fents a particular fubje£t : fli one I fee Aebtlks in fury,- menacing 
Agamemnon \ in another the fame hero with regret delivers up Bri" 
fe'is to the heralds ; ih a third it \%^\\\ Acbiiles, hut AchHies overcome 
with grief, and lamenting to his mother. If the air, the gcfture, the 
countenance, the character of Acbii/es, are the fame in each of thefe 
three pieces ; if the ground of one of thefe be the fame wiih that of 
the others in the compofttion and general defign, whether it be land- 
fcape or architedture ; then indeed one fhould have reafon to blame 
the painter for the uaiformity of his figures and grounds. But if 

then. 
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By HeSior flain» their faces to the iky. 

All grim with gaping wounds, oar heroes liet 

Thofe call to war f and might my voice incite. 

Now, now, this inftant fhould commence the fight. 

Then, when the day's complete, let gen'rous bowls, 205 

And copious banquets, glad your weary fouls. 

Let not my palate know the tafle of food, 

*Till my infatiate rage be doy'd with blood : 

Pale lies my friend, with wounds disfigur'd o'er. 

And his cold feet are pointed to the door. 210^ 



there be no famenefs but in' the foMt of » lew draperies, la tBe 
ftru£ture of fomc part of a bnilduig, or in the figure of ibme tree, 
mountain, or cloud, it is what no one would regard as a fault. The 
application is obvious : Homer repeats, but they arc not th^ great 
ftrokes which he repeats, not thofe which ftrike and fix cor atten- 
tion : They are < nly the little parts, the tranfitions, the general 
circumftances, or familiar images, which recur naturally, and upoi» 
which the reader but cafts his eye cardefly : Such as the defcriptions 
of facrifices, repafts, or erabarquements ; fuch in ihort, as are ij» 
their own nature much the fame, which* it is fufficicnt juft to ihewy 
and which are in a manner incapable of different ornaments. 

V. 209. PaU iifs myfrimd, *€.] It i« in the Greek, Hes actemded 
ip my tent with bit face turning tvwoMx the iow, wm Vf ^v^or Tf- 
rpafi-fMvoij that is to fay, as the fcholiaft hat explained it, hmwng 
J^is feet turned towards tie door. For it wot tbos the Greeks placoi 
thc»r dead in the porchea of their boufes, u likewife in //«jr. 

U fortam rigidn cakes extendit. PttfivH 



Reeepitqne ad Umina greffnm 
Cerput tthi exanimi fjittm Pallantis AeeUs 
Seroabat fenior 



Th«s^c are told hy Suetonius, of tht hodj of j4ugufius'^— Sptejfef 
^do Jufcepit, urbifue sntulit, atquc in vefiikuh dotm coUocami. 

3 Revenge 
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Revenge is all my foul ! no meaner care, 
Int^refty or thought, has room to harbour there y 
Deftrudion be my feaft, and mortal wounds, 
And fcenes of blood, and agonizing founds. 

O firft of Greeks (UlyJJfes thus rejoin'd) 2i C 

Tbc beft and braved of the warrior kind \ 
Thy praife it is in dreadful camps to ihine. 
Bat old experience and calm wifdom, mine*. 
Then hear my counfei, and to reafon yield, 
Tke braveft foon are fatiate of the field ; 22a 

Tho' valt the heaps that drow the crimfon plain,. 
The bloody harvefl brings but little gain : 
The fcale of conqueft ever wavVing lies. 
Great Jove but turns it, and the vidtor dies f 
The great, the bold, by thoufands daily fall, 725 

And endle6 were the grief, to weep for all. 
Eterpal forrows what avails to ihed ? 
Greece honours not with folemn fails the dead r 
Enough, when death demands the brave, to pay 
The tribute of a melancholy day. 25a 



V. 221.. Tbo* vaft the ke^, &Cr] U/jiffUs «q>reirion in the on- 
pnai is very remarkable; he calls xa^iAtiv, ftraw or chaffy Aich as 
are killed in the battel ; zxA he calls a/xirror, the cnpt Aich at 
make their efcape. This is very conformable to the language of holy 
icripture;, wherein thofe who perifli are called (i^^ and tbofc wh» 
•It fivtd are called mn% Datkr% 



>^ 
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One chief with patienceto the grave refig^'d,. 

Our care devolves on others left behind.. 

Let gen'rous food fupplies of (Irength produce. 

Let rifmg fpirits flow from fprightly juice, 

let their warm heads with fcenes of battel glow, 23 ;; 

And pour new furies on the feebler. foe» 

Yet a {hort* interval, and none fhall dare 

£xpe£l a fecond fummons to the war ; 

Who waits for that, the dire effeft fliall find. 

If trembling in the (hips he lags behind. 24a] 

Embodied, to the bauel let us bend. 

And all at once on haughty Troy defcend. 

And now the Delegates Uiyjfes fent,. 
To bear the prefents from the royal tent. 
The fons of NeJIor^ Phyhus' valiant heir, ^ 245: 

Tbias and Meriofi, thunderbolts of war. 
With Lycomedes oi Creiontian ftrain,. 
And MelanippuSf form'd -the chofen train. 
Swift as the word was giv'n, the youths obeyed ; 
Twice ten bright vafes in the midil they laid ; 259 

V. 137; None JhalTdare 

ExpeH a fecend fummons to the ^ivar."] 

"Thtf ia very artful j,C/Ma, to prevail upon AcbtHes to let the troop? 
*«ke rcpaft, and yctJn lome fort to fecond his impatience, gives with* 
w fame breath orders for battel, by commanding the troops to, 
■aarch, and expeft'noi fapther orders. Thus though the troops go to 
ake rcpaft^ it looks asif they do not lofe a moment's timci but are 
■®">g ta put themTelvet in array ^f battel, Daa'er, 
^ A row^ 
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A. row of fix fair tripods then fucceeds ; 

And twice the namber of high bounding fleeds ; 

Sev*n captives next a lovely line compofe ; 

The eighth Brifeis^ like the blooming rofe^ 

ClosM the bright band : Great Ithacus, before^ xi^^ 

Firft of the train, die gcMen talents bore 1 

The refl in pubUck view the chiefs difpofe, 

A fplendid (bene \ Then Jgamemnon rofe: 

The boar Taltbybius held : The Grecian Lord 

Drew the broad cqtlace fheath'd befide his fword : 260 

The.ftubbom briilles from the vidim's brow 

He crops, and oiFVing meditates his vow. 

His hands uplifted to th' attefUng fkies. 

On heav'n's broad marble roof were fix'd his €yJt»^ 

The folemn words a deep attention draw, 26^ 

Anii Greece around fate thriU'd with facred awe. 

Witnefs, thou fird ! thou greateft pow'r above ! 
All-good, all- wife, and all-furveyingT^w^/ 
And mother-earth, and heav*n^s revolving light. 
And ye, fell furies of the realms of night, 270 

- Who rule the dead, and horrid woes prepare 
For perjur'd Kings, and all who falfely fwear !^ 
The black ey*d maid inviolate removes. 
Pure and unconfcioas of my manly loves. 
If this be falfe, heav'n all its vengeance flied, 275 

And loveU'd thunder, ftrike my guilty head J 

With. 
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With that, his weapon deep ii)fli£b the wound ; 
The bleeding {ayage tambles to the ground. 
The facred herald rolls the vi^Hm ^in 
(A feaft for fi(h) into the foaming main. 28» 

Then thus AqhilUs. Hear» ye Greeks 1 and know 
"Whatever we feel, *ti8 J<we infiifls the woe : 
Not elfe Atrides could our rage infiame. 
Nor from my arms, unwilling, force the dame, 
'Twas J9ve\ high will alone, o'er- ruling ^1, zZ% 

That doon^'d our firife, and doomM the Greeh to falL 
Go then, ye chiefs I indulge the genial rite; 
Achilles waits ye, and expedls the fight. 

The fpeedy council at his word adjournM^t 
To their black veflels all the Greeks returned. 291% 

Achilles fought his tent. His train before 
Marched onward, bending with the gifts they bore. 
Thofe in the tents the fquires ii^duftrious fpread : 
Tne foaming courfcrs to the (lalls they led. 
To their new feats the female captives move ; 295 

Brifiis, radiant as the Queen of love, 



V. 280. RoUs the viaim into the main,'} For it was not lawful to 
eat the flefh of the viftims that were ficrificcd in confirmation of 
oaths ; fuch were viftims of malediction. EuJUthiui. 

V. 2S1. Hear, ye Greeks, &€.} AcbilleSy to let them fee that he 
is intirely appeafea, juftifies Agamemnon himfelf, and enters into the 
reafons with which that prince had coloured his fault. But in that 
j unification he perfectly well prefervcs his charafter, and illuftrates 
(hs %dYanCfl|;Q he has over ^«t king who offended him. Dacier, 

Slow 



1 
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Slow as fhe pad, beheld wuh fad farvey 

"Where gafh'd with crufl woimds, Patroclus by* 

Prone on the body fell the heav'nly fair. 

Beat her fad breafl^ and tose her golden hair; 30* 

All beautiful in grief, her httmid eye» 

Shioing with tears, (he lifts, and thus flie W9» 

Ah youth for ever dear, for ever kind. 
Once tender friend of my diHraded mind I 
I left thee frefh in life, in beauty gay ;, jO j[ 

Now find ttice cold, manimated cl^y I 
"What woes my wretched T^!Cfi of life attend ^ 
Sorrows on forrows^ never doomed to end I 
T^e firft lov*d confort of my v^in bed 
Before thefe eyes in fatal battel bled : j i# 

My three brave brothers in one mournful daj 
A)l trod the da^k, irremeable way : 
Thy friendly hand uprear*d me irom the plain. 
And dryM my forrows for a hufband flain i 



Ipeech (fays Dionyjiut of HalUarnaJfus) is not without its artifice v 
"While Brtfeit feems only to be deploring Patroelus, (he reprefents to. 
Achilles who ftands by, the breach of the promifcs he had made her, 
and upbraids him with the negleft he had been guilty of in refigning 
her up to Agamemnon. He^'aids, that Achilles hereupon acknowledges 
thfe iuftice of her complaint, and makes anfwer that his promifes 
ihdvld be performed: It was a flip in that great cricick s memory, for 
the verfe he cites is not in this part of the author, [^rip* i^%»7ftr«- 
Ti^fAWtfy, Part ^.J 

JcbfUi 



"K. 
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Aclnliei* care you proinis'd I (hoold prov^ 5L5 

The £rfl, the deareft partner of Hs lovc^ 

That rites divine fhould ratify the band. 

And* make me Emprefs in his nadre land. 

Accept thefe gratefiil tean ! For thee they flow. 

For thee, that ever ftlt aaother^s woe f 320 

Her Mer captiires echo*d groan for groan, 
Nor moamM Patrodus^ fortunes, but their own. 
The leaders prefsM the chief on ev'iry fide ; 
UmnovM, he heard thea, and with fight denyM.. 

If yet Achilles have a fsiend, whofe care f 2^ 

Ii bent to pleafe him, this reqaed forbear:. 
^Till yonder fun defcend, ah let me pay 
7^) grief and angaifh one ahfiemious day*. 



V. 3x5. Achilles*^ Mre Mir frmi^dy &c.] In thefe days when oaci 
aunnen are fo different from thofe of the andentt, and we iee none 
of thofe difmal cataftropbes which laid whole luoadomt wafte, and 
iub}e£ted princeffes and queent to the power of dk conqueror \ it 
will perhaps feem aftonifliing, that a princeft of BrijtiCt birth, the. 
very day that her father, hrothers, and hufband were killed by Acbit* 
Us% ihould fuffer herfelf to be comforted, and even flatter*d with the- 
hopes of becoming tbo-fpoufe of the murderer. Bat fuch were the 
manners of thofe- times, a» ancient hiftory teftifies : And a poet ie« 
picients them as they were f. but if there was a neceffity for jufBfying 
them, it might be faid that Havery was at that time fo terrible, that 
9) truth a princefs like Briftii was pardonable, to chufe rather to be- 
come Acbilleiz wife than his flave. Daden 

y. jaa. Nor mourn' d Pztrochxs* fortttna, but their ow«.] Homer 
adds this touch to heighten the character of Brifeit, and to fliew the 
difference there was between her and the other captives. Bnfeis, u. 
II well-bom princefs, really bewailM Patroclus out of gratitude ; but 
the others,, by pretending^ to bewail him, wept only out of imere/i* 
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He fpoke, and from the warriors turned his face : 
1[^ ftill die Brother. Kings of Jtrtus* lace, 3 39 

Neftor^ Idomtniui^ Uljiffes {^gtj 
And Pbcenixt ftrive to cahn his grief and rage: 
His rage they calm not, nor his grief controul ; 
He groans, he raves, he forrows from his foal. 

Thoa too, Patroclus! (thus his heart he vents) 355 
Once fpread th* mviting banquet in our tents ^ 
Tliy fweet fbciety, thy winning care. 
Once il^'d AchiUth ruihing to the war. 
Sut now, alas ! to death^s cold arms refignM, 
What banquet but revenge can glad my mind ? 340 

What greater foirrow could 9S^^ my breaft. 
What more, if hoary TeUus were dcccas'd ? 
Who now, perhaps, in Ththia dreads to hear 
His fon*s fad fate, and drops a tender tear. 
What more, (hould NtqptoUmus the brave 345 

(My only offspring) fink into the grave? 
If yet that offspring lives, (I di^nt hx 
Of all negledlfttl, wage a hateful war) 

V. 335. Thou to; Patrocloi! &c.^ This lamcntatjon is finely 
introduced : While the generals are perfuading him to take fome re- 
ixdhment, k naturally awakens in his mind the remembrance of 
Fatrocbts, who had fo often brought him food every morning before 
they went to battel: This is very natural, and admirably well con- 
•cealt the art of drawing the fubjea of his difcourfc from the thing? 
that prdeat themiiBlvcs. Sfondamu 

I cou'd 
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I couM not this, this cruel flroke attend ; 

Fate claim'd Achilles, but might fparc his friend. 550 

I hop'd Patrocius might furvive, to rear 

My tender orphan with a parent's care. 

From Scyros ifle condu^ him o>r the main. 

And glad his eyes with his paternal reign. 

The lofty palacr, and the large domain. 355 

For Peieus breaths no more the vital aii-; 

Or drags a wretched life of age and care, 

fiut *till the news of my fad hxt invades 

His had'ning foul, and finks him tXi the (hades. 

Sighing he faid : His grief the heroes jofti'd, 566 

Each dole a tear for what he left behihd. 
Their mingled grief the Site of heaVfa jfuhrey^d, 
And thus, with pity^ to his'blue-ey'd tntid. 

Is then Achilla now no more thy care. 
And doll thou thus defert the great in war ^ 5IS5 

Lo, where yon' fails their canvas wings exteiid^ 
All comfortlefs he fks, and wails his friend : 
E'er thirft and want his forces have oppreft, 
Hafle and infufe Ambrofia in his breait 



V, 351. / hop'd Patrocius might furvvve, &c.] Patrecku wal 
young, and Achilles who had but a (hort timfc to live, hoped that af- 
ter his death his dear friend would be as a father to bis fon, and put 
him into the polTcirion of his kingdom i Neojuokmus would in Ptf- 
troclus find Peiau and Achilles ^whereas when Patrocius wai dead, ht 
jnufl be an orphan indeed. Homer is particularly admirable for tbt 
=ments, and always follows naturct Dacier^ 



\ 
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He fpdke, and fuddcn as the word of yove 370 

Shot the defcending Goddefs from above. 
So fwift thro' aether the fhrill Harpye fprings. 
The wide air floaCing to her ample wings. 
To great Achilles flie her flight addreft. 
And pour'd diirine Ambrofia in his bread, 37 j 

With ncftar (Weet (^efedlion of the Gods \) 
Then, fWift aTtcndiug, Ibught the bright abodes. 

Now ifTued from th6 (hips the warrior train, 
And like a deluge p6ur*d upCh the plain. 
As when the piercing blaHs of Btreai blow, 380 

And {fatter oVr the fields the drivmg fhowi 
From dufky clouds the flebcy winter dies, 
Whofe fading hiflre Whitens all the (kles \ 
So helms focCeedirig h^s, (b fhields froAi Shields 
Gatch the qmck beams, and bnghten all the fields ; 3 8 j 
Broad glittVing brtafl- plates, fpliah with ]H){n(ed r^ys 
Mix in one ftreatn, reflediog bbti^ bn bh^sC : 
Thick beats the center as the courfers bt)und. 
With ^lendonr flame the fkies, and laugh the fields aroUfld. 

V. 3S4. So helms fucceeding bebu, fo fiietdi from ftneUi 
Cateb the quick hearts, and hrigbten all tbefields^l 

It is probable the reader may think the words, friningt JpUiiMd, and 
others derived frotn the luftre of arms, too frequent in thefe books« 
My author is to anfwer for it f bat it may be alledged in his excuie, 
that when it was the coftom for every foldier to ferve in armour, 
and when thofe arms were of brafs before the ufe of iron became 
common, thefe images of luflre were lefs avoidable, and more ne- 
cdBurily frequent io defcriptions of this aaturct 
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*F«11 in the oiidft, hightow^nng o*er the reft, 390 
iRvi limbs in arms divine JcbUles dreft ; 
Arms which the father of the fire beflow'dg 
Forg*d on th' eternal anvils of the God. 
Crief and revenge his f tirions heart infpire. 
His glowing eye- balls roll with living fire ; 395 

He grinds hirteeth, and furious with delay 
Overlooks th* embattled bofi, and hopes the bloody ixf. 

The .filver cuifhes firft his thigh infold : 
Then o*er his breaft was braced the hollow gold : 
The brazen fword a various baldrick ty'd, 40© 

Thaty (larr'd with gems, hung glittering at his fide; 
And like the moon, the broad refulgent fhield 
Slaz'd with long rays, and gleam*d athwart tiie fidd. 

So to night wandVbg failors» pale with fears« 
Wide o'er the wat'ry wafte, a light Appears^ 405 

Which on the far-feen mountain blazing high. 
Streams from fome lonely watch tow*r to the fky : 
With mournful eyes they gaze, and gaze again 1 
Xoud howls the ftorm, and drives them o'er the main. 



V. 390. Achilles armhg hitnfeffy Sec, There is a wonderful pomp 
in this dercription of ^cbiSeis arming himfelf; every reader without 
being pointed to it, will fee the extreme grandeur of all thefe images; 
but what is particular, is, in what a noble fcale they rife one above 
another, and how the hero is fet ftill in a ilronger point of light than 
before ; till he is at Jaft in -a manner covered over with glories: He 
is at firft likened to the -moon-light, then to the Aames of a bcacoo, 
then to a comet, and lailly to the fun itfelf. 



Next, 
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Next, kss high head the helmet graced ; behind 410 
Xlic fweepy cveft hui^ floating ia the wind : 
Like the red ftar, that from his flaming hair 
Shakes down difeafes* peftilettce and war; 
So ftreamM the, golden honottrs from bisi&eady 
Trembled the fparklii?^ pluxnes.aod the loofe glories fted.fii 

The chief beh<ikia hlmiclf with 4¥0iid*riBg ^^s ; 
His arms he foiiei, and hia motions tri^^; 

Saoy 'd hf fi>me kward force, he feems to fwim. 

And feels a pinion liftii^g ev'iy limb. 

And now he (hakes his great paternal fpear, 420 

Ponderous and huge I which not a Greek could r(Ar. 

From Peiion\ doud/ top an a(h iotire 

Old Chiron idVi, and (hap*d it for his fine ; 

A fpear which ftera Achilles only wields. 

The death of heroes, and the dread of fields : 425 

Auiomtdon and Alcimus prepare 

Th' immortal courfers, and the radiant car^ 

(The filver traces 'fweeping at dieir fide) 

Their fiery mouths refplendent bridles ty*d. 

The tv^iylkadd^ jein$9 return -d behind, 4}o 

Wav'd oVr their backs, and to the chariot join*d. 

The charioteer then whirPd the lafli aroimd, 

Ai)d(wift afeended at oneaAire bonad. 

Ail bright tn keaWnlir arms, above his fipure 

jkbilUs mount?! and lets the field dn ixti 435 

Vol. V, G Niot 
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.Not brighter Pbaehus in th^ sethereal way. 
Flames from his chariot, and reftores the day. 
High o'er the hoft, all terrible he (bnds; 
And thunders to his deeds thefe dread comsaands. 

Xantbm and Baltm ! of Podarges* drain, 440 

■(Unlefs ye boaft that heavenly race in vain) ' • 
Be fwift, be mindful of the load ye bear. 
And learn to make your mafter more your care : 
Thro' falling fquadrons bear my flaught'ring fword. 
Nor, as ye left Pathclus, leave your Lord. 445 

The gen'rous Xanthur^ as the words he faid, 

Secm'd fenfible of woe, and droop'd his head, 

Trembling he ftood before the golden wain. 

And bow'd to duft the honours of his mane. 

When, ftrange to teir f (fo 7»«^ will'd) he broke 450 

Eternal filence, and portentous fpoke. 

Jcbilles 

V. 450. When firang€ to tell! (fo Juno HvilPd) be bnke 
Eternal JiUnce, and portentous ffoke,"] 

It is remarked, in excufc of this extravagant fiftion of a horfe fprak- 
ing, thut Homer was authorized herein by fable, trjidition, and bHlory. 
Li^jy makes mention of two oxen that fpoke on different occafioos, 
and recites the fpeecii of one^ which was, Rom^ cave tihi, . PHry 
tells uSj thefe animals w^re' particularly gifted this way, /. 8. c. 45. 
£/} frequejts in prodigiis prifcorunty bavcm locutum, Befides Homer had 
prepared us for expe£ting fomething miraculous from thefe horfes of 
Achilksy by reprefenting them to be immortal. We have feen them 
already fenfible, and weeping at the death of Patroclus: And we muft 
add to all this, that a Goddefs is concerned in working this wonder: 
It is Juno that ddes it. Oppian iBludes to this in a beautiful paflage 
of his firft book: Not having the original by me, I ihall quote (what 
I believe is no leli beautiful) • Mr. FentotCi tranflation of it. 

Of 
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Achilles ! yes ! thi$ day at leait we bear 
Xhy rage in fafety thro* tlic files of w^{ 
Bat come it will, the Atal tho^ vbmSl coqi^^ ,. • r 
Nor ours the feult, h^t God d«cices thy do^j. 455 

Not thro' oar crii»e, pr flownefe in ihq coiwfe, ' 

Fell thy Ptf/r9r/tfj» biit by beav'ply force; 
The bright far-ftodtwg God iiKho gikbthc diy, 
(Confeft we fiiw him) toce his arms iway. ; . 

No — could oar fwiftnefs o'er the winds prevail* 460 

Or beat the pinions of the weilern^ gale* ;> ^ . r 
All were in vain -^^ the Fates thy death demand, 
Due to a mortal and immortal hand. 



of all thi prone creatioiif none dijp^ t 

A friendlier Jtnje of man i fuperior fway : 
Sonle in tbefilent pomp of grief complain. 
For the brave chief by doom of battel Jlain : 
And when young Peleus in bis rapid car 
RuJFd on, to rouxe the thunder of the nuar, 
fVitb buman voice infpir^d^ bis feed deplor'd 
tbe fate impending dreadful o'er bis I^ord, 



Spondanus znd Daaer f^ not to "bring «p Salaam's afs on this oc» 
cafion. But methinks the Commehts^o^sjire at too much pains to 
difcharge the poet from th; imputation of extravagant fiction, by ac- 
counting for wonders of this kind t' Tfem afraid, that next to the 
extravagance of inventing them, is that of endeavouring to recoocik 
fuch fictions to probability. Would not one general anfwer do better, 
to fay once for all, that the above-cited authors lived in the age of 
wonders : The taftc of the world has been generally turned to the 
miraculous j wonders were what the People would have, and what 
not only the poets, but the priefb, gave them* 

G z Thei 
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Then ccas'd for «irer, by the Fttria tfA^ 
His fate fal voice. Th* ifAi^d <hief rejfljXi 46 

With unabated fBge ^1^ it be! 

^rtents atid ptodfg^ ^aift Idft on int. 
Iknowmyfrcoc: To<^, toJfee«onM«e 
My much-lov'd'piMntB, itid my iiitive4ietie-~- 
Enough— ^lsiM«v%J0iiialnB, IMtiatights 1474 
Now periih friy/ he &id, «nl nfliM ibii^. 



V, 464. fhiftaAtfir tver, iy'the'finti tf% 

The poet had oflreaM afetiiift ptdltlUlity, jf faeind^na^^lMw tik 
away tbe voice \ for ^'m/m (which fignifi^ the abr) is the caufe of tin 
Toice« Befides, the Poet was willing to intimate that the priTatios 
of the voice is a thing fo dilmal and mdanchol]r» that none hot ti» 
Fwrwi can take upon tlKm lb t:niiiel to'emplbymeat* JSu/UubiMs. 
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The A R GU ME N T. 

The battel of the Gods, and the afts ©f 

Achilles. 

JUPITER upon AchillesV Yifutn to the battel^ calls a 
council of the Gods^ and permits them to ajjifi either 
party. The terrors of the comhate defcrihed^ tjuben the 
Deities are engaged, ^ Apolla encouragts ^nCas to meet 
Achilles^ jSfter a long coirvexfation^ thefe fwo heroes in" 
counter i iut Mneas is frefer<vid by the ajjiftance of t4cp' 
tunc. Achilles falls upon the refi of the Trojans, and k 
upon the point of killing Hedor, but^ Apollo conveys him 
anuay in a cloud. Achilles )>urfues the Trojans nvitb a 
great Jlaughter, 

TUe fcmt day coniivucs, The fcene is in the field hefk^ 
Troy. ]. 
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ll'Ofailx^ Ai/Zr wcfA fitry zjrt'aHeclor, w'/it^wt /u' w ufixn 1/ pcftnt 
witfi a Uiu k L Zni. / ./ ^m irru htm ftvm. i/h il D^ uurcf . " J}. J 4.1 J 
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THE 



TWENTIETH BOOK 



OF THE 



ILIAD. 



THUS round Pelidts breathing war and blood, 
Greece (heath'd in arms, befide her veffels flood ; 
While near impending from a neighb'rfng height 
^roy\ black battalions wait the fhock of light. 
Then Jo^e to Themis gives command, to call 5. 

The Gods te council in the ftarry hall : • 

Swift 



V. 5. Then Jove to Themis givet command, &c.] The poet is now 

to bring bis hero again into aSion, and he introduces him with the 

urmoft pomp and grandeur: The Gods are aiTembled only upon this 

account, and yufiter permits feveral Deities to johv-with the Trojans^ 

" and hinder jicbiUa from over-ruling defliny iticlf. 

G4 The 
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Swift o*€r Olympus* faundredbills ht fties» 

And furomoBS all the fenate of the fties. 

Thefe fiiining on, in long proceffioa coflM 

To y9*ve'i eternal adamantine dome. it 

Not one was abfent, not a rural pow>. 

That haunts the verdant gloom, or rofy bow*f. 

Each fair hair*d Dryad of the fhady wood. 

Each azure filler of the filver flood ; 

AW but old Ocean, hoary Sire! who keeps I J 

His ancient (eat beneath the facred deeps. 

On marble thrones with lucid columns crownM, 

(The work of Vukan) fate the Fowts around. 



TThe cifcumftancc of fending *Thmi% to afTemWe llie Godi it fcry 
fceawttful ; (he is the Go^dcfs of iuftice ; the Trwaiw by the rap* of 
i/irZfR, and by repeated pci juries having broken ner Iaws> fhe is the 
propereft meifenger to funimon a fynod to bring them to punifhinentt 

Pr&dua has given a farther explaoatieo of this. TbmnuoK.%^tt» 
(fays he) is made to afTemble the Gods round Jupiter, becauS it is 
from him that ail the powers of aatorc take thoic Yirtue» did 
receive their orders j and Jupiter fends them to the relief of both 
Parties, to ihcw that nowog falls one but by has permilTion, and 
that neither angels, nor men, nor the elements, a£t but according to 
the power whicf^ is givtti them. 

V. 15. j^U batt old Ocean. Y Eufiathius gives two reaibns why 
Oceanus was abfent from this anembly : The one is becanfe he is £ibled 
to be the original of all the Code, and it would have been ^ piece of 
indecency for him to fee the deities, who were all his defcendants, 
war opon one another by joining adverfe parties : The other reaibn 
he draws from the allegory of Oceanus, wh'ch fignifies the element ^f 
water, and confequently the whole element could not afcend into the 
^ther I but whereas Neptune, tho rivers, and the foootaiBS are iid 
to have been prefent, this is ao way impeffible, if we coaAder ic uk 
an allegoricai lenfe, whick implies, that the rivers, feas, and ^mm« 
tains fupply the air with n^oiirs^ to4 by that meant afoead into tW 
iEther. ^ 

Ev*n 
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^v'n * he whofc tridjqm fw^ the wat'ry rcigij^ ^ljl0^if^. 
IHeard the loud fummoi^v ^pi, foifQok the mf^^ SO 

^flum*d hi^ throne afl^4 the ty ight abodes^ 
^nd quellionM thiu the Sire pf Men «n4 God^ 

What moves the Qod who hec^v'a tm^ e^^ C0imp4|» 

And grafps the bonder in hi^ ^wful hwids, 

TliQs to convene the whole asthereal flate ? 25: 

Is Gneci and Trp^ the fubjedl in debate ? 

Akeady met, the lowering hofts appear, 

Aai^ death (laads ardent on the edge of waf • 
'Tift true (the doodcoo^ieUing pow^r r^ies)< 

This day, iVe call the cqundl of the (kies 50 

in care of human race; ev'n Jov^n own ^e 

Sees wkh regret ni^fappjf moftala die. 

Bar on Olympmi top in feciee flate 

.Ourfelf wiUf^ an4 Cfe the hand ^ Fate 

Wark out oor will. CeleiHal powers ! defcend, 35 

And as your minds dired, yocx fttcceur lend 

Ta 

V. ^5. CeJepialpow^rt defcenS^, 

And 01 your mndi direff, ^wrj^cwr Un^ 
To tith^r btfi^-^ — ] 

, MMjUttbiui infornu uv ttut Um; ^i^knts w«fe v^fy fiocb 4hriM nytnp 
|bi« pa0agc of Homer, Some bavc cnticiz*d iv 2ia4 oUi«rt ^vc 411- 
lirered their crIticiCn ; but be rmsts nptUog ixioie thaq th« «bjcc- 
liooy without traolnitting the anfwcs to ofk Tbofe who condemned 
MmtTy iaid 7^/^ wacfior the Troyav ^ ho £iw the Cm^ wero tho 
ftrongeil, fo permitted the God? to declare themfehrei^ and go to the 
battel. But therein that God is decelTed, tod does- not gain hit 
■eiat V for the Gods who favour the Greeh bong ftrosger than thofe 
^ ' C 5 wh« 
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To either hdft. Tr^ioon moft lie o'erthrown. 

If uncontrool^d AcbiUa tights alone : 

The^ troops hot latdy dnrft not meet his eyes; 

What can they now, if in his rage he rife? 4a 

Afifttiiemy Gods! or XV^/ir^s facred wall 

May fall this day, tho' Fate forbids the FaD. 

He 



vho favour the Trojamy Xht Greeks will iBU have the fame advantagf* 
I do not know what anfwer the partifans of Homer made, but for my 
part, I think this tfbjedion is snore ingeniooa than folid. y*fiur 
docs not pretend that the Trojans (hoold be ftronger than the Greeks, 
be has only a mini that the decree of deftiny flKwld be- ececuted. 
Deftiny had refufed to jichifUs the glory of taking Troy, but if Acbiiks 
fights fingly againft the Trajan's, he is 'capable of foruAg deftiny ; (as 
Homer has already. elTewhere iaidy that there had been brave n>en who 
had done To.) ^Whereas if the Gods took part, though thofe who 
followed the Grecians wore -ftronger tham-thote who were for the 7>a- 
jans, the latter would however be ftrong enough to fupport deftiny, 
and to hinder Achilles from .making himfelf mafter of Troy : Tmt 
was Jupiter t fole view. .Thus is this paft*age far from being blame- 
able, it is on the tontrai^ very beavtifu), aad infinitriy gldrieus fbt 

Aibilks, IXacier, 

,' ■ . . ■ '^.11* 

V.41. — *— — Qr l]ion** ficreJ wall 

May fall ibis day, tbo' Fate forbids the fallJ] 

Monf. de la Motte criticizes on this poftage, as thinking it abfurd an^ 
contradi^ory to Hotuer^t own fyftem^ to imagine that what Fate had 
ordained ftvould. not come to pafs. Jupiter here feemr to fear that 
Troy will be taken this very day in fpite of deftiny, vwtf fAopot. 
M. Boivin anfwers, that the explication hereof depends wholly upon 
the principles -of the ancient Pagan theology, and their doctrine con- 
~f#hing-Fitte." It is certain, according to Homer and yirgi/, tfi»t 
•what ^ftin'y had deseed did not conftantly happen in the |>rrctfe 
time marked by deftiny ; the fatal moment was not to be retarded, 
but might be haftencd : For example, that of the death of Dido was 
adfanced by the blow ihc gave hcrfclf j her hour was not then comei 

, . I . ^ ec fate, merrtd nee tmrte peribaf, 

^ ■ Stdmifera antis diem i 

Every 
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He faid, and firM their heavenly breafts with rage: 
On adverfe parts the warring Gods engage. 
HeavVs awful Queen; and He whofe azure roand 45 
Girds the vaft globe ; the maid in arms renown'd ; 



Every violent death was accounted tirt^ fAopop, that is, before the 
fated time, or (which is the fame thing) againft the natural order, 
turbato mortalitatis ordinc, as the Romans exprefTed it. And the fame 
might be faid of any misfortunet which men drew upon themfelves by 
tbeir own ill conduft. (Sec the note on v. 560. lih, 16.) In a word. 
It muft be allowed that it was not eafy, in the Pagan religion, to 
form the jufteft ideas upon a do£lrise fo difficult to be cleared ; an4 
upon which it is no great wonder if a poet Aould not always be 
perfe6tly confident with hiafelf, when it has puzzel'd fuch a nuBV>> 
ber of Divines and Philofophers. 

V. 44, On adverfi ftarts the warring Cods engage, 
Hea'v'ns awful S^een, &c.J 

Eujhtbius has a very curious remark upon this divifion of the 
Gods in Homers which M. Dacier has entirely borrowed (as indeed no 
commentator ever borrowed more, or acknowledged lefs, than flie 
has every where done fxom' Eujiathins.) This divifioh, fays he, ii 
not made at random, but founded upon very iblid reafons, drawn 
from the nature of thofe two nations. He places on the fide of 
the Greeks all the Gods who prefide oyer arts and fciences, to fignify 
how much in that refpea the Greeks excelled all other nations. Juno, 
Tallas, Neftmte, Mercury and Vulcan are for the Greeks ; Juno, not 
only as the Goddefs who prcfidcs over marriage, ,and who is concerned 
to revenge an inju!*y done to the nuptisrf bed, hot like wife as thfe 
Goddefs who reprefents monarchical government, which was better 
eftabli(hed in Greece than any where elfe ; Pallas, becauie being the 
Goddefs of> war and wifdom, flic ought to aflift thofe who are 
wrong'd ; bcfides the Greeks underftood the art of war better than the 
Barbarians ; Neptune becaufe he was an enemy to the 7rojans upoii 
account of Laomedons pcrfidioufnefs, and becaufe moft of the Cruki 
being come from iflands or peninfulas, they were in feme fort his 
fubje^s J Mercury, becauie he is a GoJ who prefries over ftratagems 
of .war, aud becaufe Troy was taken by that of the wooden horfe ; 
and laftly Vulcan, zs the declared enepiy oi Mars and of all aduherers, 
and as the father of arts. ; 

* HetftUJ, 
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Hermes^ of pro&aUfi tm Cbe 6r^ 

And FuUan, the bluck fav^vdgn ef ibf f ne: 

Thefe to ifaeiktt HfsAt with iRfttiu fiigjht ; 

The veflids mmbi« as^ (h^ <3<kU alight. 50 

In aid of Troy, Latona, PbaAus came, 

jlftfrj fiery helm'dy the laughter- lomg Dame» 

Xambm whole ftrttoM m goidea corrents flow. 

And the diafo hmtarefs of the filver bow. 

E*er yet the God^ their various aid employ, 5 5 

Each Argi<ve bofoxn fwell'd with manly joy. 

While great AchUieSy (terror of the pUiinJ 

Long loft to battel, ihone in arms again. 

Dreadful he (lood in front of all his hoA 1 

Pale Trey beheld, and feemM already lod ; 60 

Her braveft herpes pant with inward fear, 

And trembling fee another God of war. 

Bat when the powVs defcendrng fwell'd the fight. 
Then Tumult rofe $ fierce rage and pale afright 
Vary*d each face ; then Difcord founds abroM^ 65 

Earth echoes, aitd the nations ruih to arms. 



V. 5a. Man* fiery h(bn*d, the bughter-htnt^ Jame.J The rcafoa* 
yihy Man and f^eniis engage for the Trojans, are very obviotis ;. the 
point in hand was to favour raviHiers and debauchees. Bpt the fame 
fcafon, you will fay, does not ferve for j^j>oilo, Diana and hat^ma^ 
It is urg*d that ApoU* is for the Trojans, becaufe of the darts and 
arrows which were the principal iltength of the Barbarians^ and 
Diana, becaufe /he piefided over dancing, and thofe Barbarians were 
fjeat dancers t and Latona, as influenced by her children. Xantbtn 
being a Irojan iistx, is intercfted for his country. Bufiatbivs. 
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Now thro' the ucmblilig SaMuWnerva caVs,. 

And now (he thiUMlcip fsom thft Qr440n walb. 

Mars hov Ving 0:*ef hit Tro^ hi» tttfor (hrf iid$ 

In gloomy tfmpffti* «Mia. night tf doiidt^: 70 

Now thro^ each 7r§f€m' hom he fiay poora 

With voice dxm^inm UMs topnoA t0w'ir«. 

Now (hoati to SiMj, ftom her bem tc om hfllf 

The mountain Aook, the rapid ftream fiood taSL 

Abov^Q, the Sire of Gods his thandef foils, 7j 

And pcab on peals redoubled rend the polei. 



V. ye. Abw€, the Sim ofGMk^ &€•} << The imaget (%t £MfVMM> 
" which Homer gives of the combate of the GcNds, have in *efl» 
*' fomething proiigiottfly great aad nagnificeiit. Wt fte ia thefc 
" verfesy the earth opened to its very center, bell ready to difcloie^ 
** itfelf, the whole machine of the world upon the pomt to be 
'* deftroyed and overturned : To ihew that in fiKh a conAiA, hcavcA 
*< and hell, all things mortal and immortal, the whole creation in 
** (hort was engag|B4«n this battel, aad all the esttnt ef jntose if> 
•* danger."' 

lf§n fecu» at Ji qua fenitui vi terra debifcent 
Infemas referet fedes ^ regna^ recbtdat 
PalMda, Diit invifa, fuperque immmne barathrum 
Cernatur, trefidentque immijfo limine manes* 

Virgil 

Ma<J^ Dacier rightly obierves that this copy Is inferior to tbe on* 
ginal on tbis account, that yirpl has made a comparifon of that 
which Homer made an a£^ion. This occafions an infinite difli^tnce, 
which is eafy to be perceivM. 

One may compare with this noble paflTage of Homers the battel of 
the Gods and Giants in Hefiod^s iTfoogony, which is one of the fub- 
limeft parts of that author j and MtUon'a battel of the Angels in the 
Axth book : The elevation, and cnthuilaixB of our great countrynum 
ieems owing to this original. 

-.;' 2 . Beneath 
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Beneatby ftern Ntptum (hakes the folid gronnd ; 

The foreib wave, the mocmtains nod around ; 

Thro' all their fnmmits treaible ldd'% woods. 

And from their foaites boil her hondred floods. 80 

Tr^'s turrets totter on the rocking plain ; 

And the tofs'd nacTies beat the heaving mm. 

Deep in the difmal regions of the dead, 

Th' infernal Monarch reared his horrid head, 

LeapM from his throne, left Neptune*^ ahA fhonld ky 85 

His dark dominions open to the daf , 

And pour in light on Pluto's drear abodes, 

Abhor^d by men, and dreadful ev^n to Gods. 

Such wai th* immortals, wage : Such horrors rend 
The worW^s yaft concave, when the Gods contend. 90 
Firft fiivcr fhafted Phcebus took the plain 
Againft blue Neptune^ Monarch of the nrain: 
The God of arms his giant bulk difplay'd. 
Opposed to Pallas, war's triumphant maid. 



V. 91. Firji Jiher-Jhafted Phoebus took the plain, &c.] With wh«t 
art does the poet engage the Gods in this confli£l ! Neptune oppofes 
Apollo^ which implies that things moid and dry arc in continual dif- 
cord : Talla fighrs with Man^ which lignifies that rafhnefs and wiA 
dom always difagiec: "Juno is z^a'irtii Diana, that is, nc thing mor6 
differs from a mai liage ftate, than celibacy : Fulcan engages Xantbut, 
that is, fire and water arc in perpetual variance. Thus we have a 
fine allegory coaceal'd under the veil of excellent poetry, and the 
reader receives a double fatisfactlon at the fame time from beautiful 
verfes^ and an jaftruAive moral. Eufatbiuu 
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Againft LatoMa marchM tltt fon of May ;. ^^ 

The qaiver'd Dion, Met of the JHj, 

(Her golden arrows founding at her fide) 

Smiumia^ Msjeily of heav'n defy*d. 

With fiery Vulcan kft in battel (lands 

The &cred flood that rolls on golden fands; loa 

Xantbus his name with th(^e of heavenly birth. 

Bat call'd Scamander by tbe fons of earth. 

While thus the Gods in varioas league eogage, 
Athilles glowM with more than mortal rage : 
ileaor he fought ; in fearch of HeQor turn'd 105 

His eyes around, far Heiior only burnM % 
And burft like lightening thro' the ranks, and vow^d 
To glut the God of Battels with his blood. 

^neas was the firft who dar^d to ftay ; 
Jpolk wedgM him in the warrior^s way, 1 1^ 

But fweird his bofom with uqdaunced migjit^ 
Half- forced, and half perfuadod to thefighc. 
Like young Lycaon of the royal line. 
In voice and afpeA feem'd the pow'r di?ine ; 
And bade the chief refled, how late with fcorn 1 15 

In diftant threats he bravM the Goddefs-born. 

Then thus the hero of Amhifes^ ftrain^ 
To meet FiUdts you perfuade in vain.; 



Already 
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Already have I met^ nor vc^d of fea^ 

Obferv'd the fury of hj» flyif^ ^&m $ imp 

From I^a't wood^ k# ch^'d u? tQ th» fields 

Oar force he fcatter'd, and pqi herda he kiU'd : 

Ljmefus, Ftiafus in ^(bes U^y ; 

But (Jw/ aflifting) I fufviv'd ^e day. 

Blfe had I funk oppreil in fatal fi^ht^ ^^ 

By fierce Achilles and Minem/a^t might. 

Wherever he movM, the Godde(s ihone before. 

And bath*d his brazen lance la hoftile gore. 

What mortal matf AcbUlet ceo fiiftain? 

Th' immortals guard him thro^ the dreadful ph|in>» 1 30 

And fufier not his dart to fall in vain« 



1 



] 



V. 119. Already bmft I met, «k.] Mtt^iw ttiMrks that thm 

poet lets no opportunity pafs of inferting into his poem the aaioxur 
that preceded the tenth yeir of the wm, efpecially the aaions of 
Achilles the hero of it. In thi» glace he brings in ^meas extolling 
the bravery of hrs enemy, and confieffing hrm^f. to hare fionnerijF 
been vanquinied by him s At the fame time he prefenrcs a piece <£ 
ancient hiftory, by inferting into the poem the heroes oon^ueft oC 
fidajus and lymfjfus, 

r. 111. #V«» I^*i waA he tkm'd m » 

But Joy© a0i9g I fmnnv^d*\ 

It is remarkable that ^mas ©wed hit Ik&ty to hit flight fnm 
Aebilks, bot it may feem ftrangc that Achilh who was fo fam d for 
his fwiftnefs, fliould not be able to overtake him,, even with BGmroa 
for his guide. Eufiathius anfwers^ that this might proceed from the 
better knowledge Mneas might have of the ways aad defilet s AebiUer 
being a ftrangcr, and JEneas having long kept his fathcr*8 flocks in 
thofe parts. 

He farther obferves, that the word ^d^ difcowrt that it was i» 
the n^t that Acbilles purfaed Mneas* 

Ware 
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Were God my aid» tkts arm flloiM check his pow'r^ 
Tho' ftrong m battcLas abrtzen towV. 

To whoon ihe fon of J^rr. That God mqfioxt. 
And b^ what great jkbilks was bdbre; i5j 

From heavenly Fenm thoa dernr'ft diy ftraioy 
And he, bat fron t fifller of the mm v 
An aged Sea G«d» finber of his line» 
Sot y^v/ hifflfelf the ficrcd^ foorce of tUnt. 
Then lift thy weapon for % noUe Uqw^ 140 

Kor fear the vaoptiBg of a mortal foe* 

This faid, and fpirit breathed into hia breaft. 
Thro' the thidfi troops th* emboldened hero prcft: 
Ifo vent'roQs ad the whilea^unTd Qnecn fmrfey'd^ 
And thus, aflhnbKng all the pom^'r^ fiie fidd» 14 j 

Behold an adUoa^ Gods \ that dahni yoor om^ 
Lo great jEneas roflriiig to the war ; 
Againft PeltJa he direds his coorf(^ 
tbahus iaapelay and Pbabus gives hiai foree. 
itefbiun his bold career; at leaft, t* attend 150 

Oar favourM hero, let feme pow*r defcend. 
To^ goard his lik^ and add to his renown. 
We, the great armament of heav*n, came down. 
Hereafter let htm fdl, as Fates defign. 
That fpun fo ihort hia life's illuflrious line : 1 55 

But left fome adverfe God now croft hia wi^. 
Give him to know, what pow'rs affift this day : 

For 
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For how ihall mortal ftand the dire alarms. 
When heav*n*8 refulgenc hoft appear in arms ? 

Thus ihe, and thus the God wbofe force €»> make 1 60 
The folid Globe's eternal baits ihake, 
Againft the might of man, fo feeble known. 
Why Ihould celeilial powers exert their own ? 
Suffice, from yonder mount to view tfae.fcene; 
And leave to war the fates of mortal men. 165 

But if th' Armipotent, or God of Light, 
Obdrudl Achilles y or commence the fight. 
Thence on the Gods of Troy we fwift defcend : 
Full foon, I doubt not, (hall the conflid end^ 
And the(e, in ruin and confufion hurPd, 17* 

Yield to our conquering am»,the lower world.. 

Thus having (aid, this tyrant of the fea, 
Caruhan Neptune^ roie, and led the way. 
Advanced upon the field there fibod a mound 
Of earth congeiled, waird, and trenched around ; 1 7; 

la 



V. 174. Advancdupon the field there fio^d € mmnd, &c.J It ttmj 
not be unneceflfary to explain this paflage to make it underftood by 
the reader : The poet is very (hort in the defcription, as fuppofing 

• the fa£l already known, and haftens to the combate between Acbillet 
and Mnea%, This is very judicious in Homer not to dwell on a piece 
of hiftory that had no relation to his a£tion, when he has railed the 
reader's expe£lation by To pompous an introdu^on^ and made the 
Gods themfelves his fpe^ators. 

The ftory is as follows : Laomedon having defrauded Neptuna of the 
reward he promifed him for the building th^ walls of ^roj, Neptune 
icnt a monftrous whale, to which Laomedm expofed his daughter 

V* ■ Uefiomt 



1 
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In elder tinies to gtunxl Alcides made, 
(The work of 7V?f<»»/, with A^/«^rvtf*8 aid) 
>Vhat time, a vengeful monfter of die main 
Sivept the wide fliOre, and drove him to the plain.. 

Here Neptune^ and the Gods of Greece repair, 18a 

>Vith clouds encompafs^d, and a veil of atr : 
1"he adverfe pow'rs, around Apoffo laid. 
Crown the fair hills that filver Simois (hade. 
In circle clofe each heavenly party fate. 
Intent to form the future £:heme of Fate ; 1 9f 

Botjnix not yet in fight, tho* Jo^e on high 
Gives the loud fignal, and tlie heavens reply. 

Meanwhile the ruihing armies hide the groand ; 
The trampled centre yields a hollow (bond : 



He/tone : Bat Hercules having undertalben to deftroy the monfter> th» 
Trojans raifed an intrenchment to defend Hercules from bis purfuitt 
This being a remarkable p-ece of conduct in the Trojans, it gave oc- 
cafton to the poet to adorn a plain narration with fidion^ by afcri- 
bing the work to Pallas the Goddcfs of wifdom^ Eufiathius, 

V. 180. Here Neptune and the Gods, &c.} I wonder why Eufta^ 
tbius and all other commentators fliould be filent upon this Recefs 
of the Gods : It ieems ftrange at the firft view, that io many deities^ 
after having entered the fcene of a6lion, ihould perform fo fliort % 
part, and immediately become themfelves fpe^hitors ? I conceive the 
reafon of this conduct in the poet to be, that Acbilk* hat been in- 
active during the greateft part of the poem 4 and as he it the hero 
of it, ought to be the chief character in it: The poet therefore 
withdraws the Gods from the field, that Achilles may have the 
whole honour of the day> and not aA in fubordmation tO: the 
deities : Befides, the poem now draws to a conclufion, and it is 
neceifary for Homer to enlarge upon the exploits of Achilles, that he 
aiay leave « noble idea of his valour upon the mind of the reader. 



Steeda 
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Stcedt casM in mail, andcbicfe in armour briglil% 190 

The gleamy chaimpain.glows^k brawA ligHt 

Amid boch hoftt (ardrca^f^l ^pace) avfttst 

Time, ^jxuAck^UfhboUiJim4u^h9f€. 

Wk)i tow'ring ftfid^ft^ JP«#tf# fkA advaac -d f 

The nodding plomaie OH/ lia.lMlmctdaiie*d^ 195 

Spread o*cr his bra^ ibe ft^diig fticid he4»afe^ 

And, as he moy*<^ ki» jai^liii flam'^d befi>r^. 

Not fo Pi/iJes ; fariow t» eagage» 

He rufhM impetopaa. Sncb tkt luDaTa lage^ 

Who viewing firft U» foes widk leomM q^ aoft 

Tho' all in anpi the peq^ diy rife» 

Stalks carded on, with uiurcg{Mf4iag l^ni^i 

'Till at the length, by ibme bran^e joi^ itfjC^k, 

To bis bold fpcar th« iavage turns alone. 

He murmuia foiy with ao, boUow. gcoan^ 10 j* 

EFe grins, he Boasfa^^ he rolls his eyes. around; 

LafliM by hb tail his heaving fides refoand s 

H^ ealb irp aU hist rage i he griiMb his teeth, 

|Ufi>Iv'd on vengfaApe, or refoW'd oft death. 

$0^ fierce Acifilia cm Mnexu fli^ ;r 2 lo 

So flands jEneas, and his fotqe deifies. 

E'er yet the ftcm encounter join'd, began. 

The* feed 0^ %b*ih thus 10 Vtnin^ fooc 

Why 
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Why comes jEfuas thro* die tanks To far ? 
Seeks he to meet AchiBes* ann m war, 215 

In hope the realms of Friam to enjoy. 
And prove his merits to the throne of Ti-eyf 
Grant that foeteath thy hmce AthiVis dies. 
The partial monardiinay tefnfe the prize 1 
-^Sens he has many ; thofe thy pride mty qotil? 22# 

And 'tis faisfiolt to love thofe Tons too well. 
O, inrewandofthy vi^rioosliind. 
Has Troy proposM Tome fpatious traft <^ hitd ? 



V. ft 14, ftc. The ntiverfation «/* Achilles and Mnts^.l I ihall lay 
before the reader the words of &{/ftifi6/M]a)d«fiaceDf thkifMiffi^ 
which I confe(s feems to me to be faulty in the poet. The reader 
(fays he) would *]iitiaadly eatpcfl ibme ^reat aad terrihk «tchie¥e- 
snents Aould enfue from jicbiUes on his firft ^trance upon a£lion« 
The poet temi ta pt«|MR « lor it, %v his magnifitent mtrodulfti^ii 
of him into the field : But inftead of a ftorm^ we have a calm ; be 
follows the fame method in this book as lie did in the third> whete 
when both armies were ready to ens>ge in a. general conflift, he^nda 
-tire day in a lingle combat between two heroes : Thus lie always 
agreeably furprises his readers. Befidte the admirers of ^o«Mr, reap 'a 
mther advantage from this converfation of the heroes : There is si 
chain of ancient hiftovy as well as a feriss of poetical beauties. 

Madam Dader'% excufe is very little better : And to ihew that this 
is really a fault ^n 'the poet, I beliete I «may appeal to the tafle of 
«very reader who certainly finds himielf di&ppointed : Our expe^- 
tion is raifed to fee Gods and heroes iengage, when f^ddenly ft i\\ 
finks into fuch a combat in which neither party Toceives a wound t 
and (what is more extraordinary) the Gods are made the fpeClators of 
fb fmall an a£Uoa ! What accafion was there for thunder, earth- 
quakes, and defcending deities, to introduce a matier of fo little im- 
portance ? Neither is it any nocufe to fay be has given us a piece i>f 
ancient hiflory ; we expeded to read a poet, noc an hifhirian. In 
fliart, after the greataft preparation ibraftion imagijiflble, 4ie fnfpends 
^he whole narration, and from the heat-^f a poe^ cools at op«e into 
the fimpUdty of aa MAoriiui. 
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An airple foreft^ or a fair domaio. 

Of hills for vines, and arable for grain ? 225 

Ev'n this, perhaps, will hardly prove thy lot. 

Sjut can AcbiUes be fo foon fbigot i. 

Once (as I think) you faw this ^nuidifh*d fpetr. 

And then the great jEiteas^ k^d to fear. 

With hearty hafle from Ida's mount he fled, ^^ 

Nor, *till he reached Lyrneffusy turnM his head. 

Her lofty walls not long our progreis flayM ; 

Thofe Pall^f Jo'vft and we, in ruins laid : 

In Grecian chains her captive race were caft ; 

•Tis true, the great ^neas fled too fafl. 235 

Defrauded of my conqueft once before. 

What then I lofl, the Gods this day reflore. 

Go ; while thou noay'ft, avoid the threatened hxt\ 

Fools flay to feel it, and are wife too late. 

To this Anchifes" fon. Such words employ 2^0 

To one that fears thee, fome unwarlike boy ; 
Such we difdain ; the beft may be defy'd 
With mean reproaches, and unmanly pride : 
Unworthy the high race from which we came. 
Proclaimed fo loudly by the voice of feme ; 245 

Each from illuflrious fathers draws his line ; 
Each Goddefs- born ; half human, half divine. 
Ihetis this day, or Venui^ offspring dies. 
And tears fiiall trickle from celeflial eyes : 

For 
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For when two' heroes thus derived, contend, - 250 

*Tis not in words the glorious {Irife can end. 
If yet thou farther feek to karn my birth 
( ^ tale refounded ihro' the fpacious earth) ^ 

Hear how the glorious origin we prove 
From andent Dm^nus, ih^ firft from Jttve: 255 

Dardania\ s^PftHs hfi raised;; for liiony then, 
(The city fiQce of noiny-l^pguag'd men) 
^Was pot. The natives were content to dU • 
The fhady foot of Ua\ foimt-full hill. 
From Dardanusy great Erichthontus fprings, 2(i% 

The richeft, once, of Jfia\ wealthy King's ; 



V. 258. The nati'ves were eontent to till 

The Jbady foot of Ida'j fount-full bill. 

ATOC 10' virufeiot; uK60f 9roXyfl'»^<»«tf "l^ijf. 

Plato and Strabo underftand this pafTage as favouring the opinion that 
the mountainous parts of the world were firft inhabited^ after the 
univerfal deluge ; and that mankind by degrees defcended to dwell 
in the lower .parts of the bills (which they would have the word 
vicu^uok fignify) and only in greater procefs of time ventured irfto 
the valleys : Firgil however feems to have taken this wo» d in a fenfe 
fbroeching different where be alludes to this paiTage. ^if. 3. 109. 



-Nondum Ilium (sf arces 



Fergamea Jleteranty babitabant vallibus imis. 

Three 
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Tkree thoufand imares his fpockHis pftfturts bred. 

Three thoufaad foals befide their motion fed. 

Boreas enamourM of the fprighdy tnin. 

Concealed his godhead in a flowing naa^ 26$ 

With voice diflenibled to his lores hendgjh^d, 

And coars*d the dappled beamies o*cr liM tteads 

Hence fprnng cwdve others of onrivard haod) 

Swift as their mothermavcsy ^uid iiitktr wind. 

Theft lightly i i immi n g , iivhen they 4wepr the pl«» zfm 

Nor ply*d the grab, nor 'best tlw tender {^ini 

Attl 



V. 162. *rbnt thwfani mares, <ec.J The number of the hories 
and mares of Ericbtbonius may feem mcredible, were we not aflured 
by Herodotus that there were in the ftud of Cynu at one time (befides 
thofe for the (errice of war) eight hundred horfes acnd £x thoufand £z 
hundred mares. Buftatbim» 

V. 264. Boreas enameur'd, frc.] Homer has the happineft of 
making the letft ciccuniftaaee G9ttfidesable) the ful:je^ grows under 
his hands, and the plaineft matter (hines in his drefs of poetry i 
.Another poet wouJk) hare Aiid thefe liorte were as fiirift«» the wind, 
but Homer tells you that they iprung from Borea* the God of the 
wind $ and thence drew their fwiftnels. 

V. 270. Tbefe ligbth Jkimming, as tbef fweft tbeflmn.'] The poet 
Uluftrates the fwtftnen of <Siefe liorfts bydcicribiBg then at niani^g 
over the *ftanding corn, and forface of waters, without saakiag any 
impreffion. yirgil has imitated thtfe lines, aad adapta what Bomer 
fays of thefe faorfes to die fwiftnefs af-CamiJa. j^, 7. tag. 

i/la^nvl irtoSUe Jtgeiisper fumma voioKOt 
CramJM ; nee ttneras eurfu ie^ifet anfiasg 
Vet more fer medium, Jiuffu fttfptnja tumenti 
Ferret iter, celeres uee tingeret aquore fhutat* 

The reader will eafily perceive that Vtrgirt is almoft a literal tranf- 
lation: He has imitated the very ruo of the verfes, which flow 
^miiiilUy away in da^yls, and as fwift as the wind they defaibe. 

I cannot 
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And when along the level feas they flew. 

Scarce on the farface curl'd the briny de\i^. 

Such Ericbtbomus was : From him there came 

The fared Trw, of whom the Trojan name. 275 

Thfee A)ns renowned adorn'd his nuptial bed, 

JIus, JJfaracus and Ganymed: 

The matchleT^ Ganymed^ divinely fair, 

'Whom heav'n enamoured fnatch^d to upper air. 

To bear the cup oijove (xthereal gueft) 280 

The grace and glory of th* ambrofial feaft. 

The two remaining fons the line divide : 

Firft rofe Laomedon from Iltts^ fide ; 

From him Titbmus^ now in cares grown old. 

And Priam^ (Weft with HiSor, brave and bold :) 285 

Clytius and Lampus^ ever- honoured pair; 

And Hicetaotiy thonderbdt of war. 



I cannot bttt obferve one thing in favour of Homer, that there can 

no greater commendation be given to him, than by conHdering the 
condu£t of Virgil : Who, though undoubtedly the greateil poet after 
him, feldom ventures to vary much from his original in the paflfages 
he takes from him, as in a defpair of improving, and contented if 
he can but equal them. 

V, 280. To hear the cup o/* Jove.] To be a cup-bearer has in all 
ages and nations been reckoned ian honourable employment : Sappho 
mentions it in honour of her brother Labichus, that he was cup 
bearer to the nobles of Mitylene^ The fon of Mevelaut executed the 
fame ofBce ; H^he and Mercury ferved the Gods in the (ame ftatioa. 

It was the cuftom in the Pagan worfhip to employ noble youths to 
poor the wine upon the facrifice : In this ofBce Ganymede might pro- 
bably attend upon the altar of Jupittr^ and from thence was fabled 
to be his cup-bearer. Euftatbiuu 

Vol. V. H . From^ 
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From great Affaraais iprung Caftys, He 

Begat Amhifesy and Anchifcs me. 

Such is our race: 'Tis fortune gives us birth, 290 

But Jo've alone endoec the foul with worth : 

He, fource of pow'r and mig^t! with boundkfe ftwiy, 

All human courage gives, or takes away. 

Long in the field of word« we may contend. 

Reproach is infmite^ and knows no end, 295 

Arm'd or with truth or felfitood, right or wrong. 

So voluble a weapon is <he tongue ; 

Wounded, we wdond ; and neither fide can fail. 

For every man has equal ftwngih to rail : 

Women alone, when in the ftreets they jar, 300 

Perhaps excel as in this wordy war. 

Like us they iland, «t|compaf5*d with the croud. 

And vent their anger impotent and loud. 

Ceafe then-^ — Our bufinefs in the field of fight 

Is not to qiteftion, bnt io prove oar might. 305 

To all thofe infults thou hail offered here. 

Receive this anfwer : 'Tis my flying fpear. 

He fpoke. With all his force the jav'hn flurrg, 
FixM deep, and loadly in the bockler rung. 
Far on his out-ftr£tch*d arm, FtUdes held 310 

(To taect the thundVing lance) his dreadful fliield^ 
That trembled as it ftuck ; nor void of fear » 

Saw, e'er it fell, th' immeafurablc fpear. 

> His 
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His fiavsvnre Tail ; nUfmkewMtAtrmi 
-Secured the temper of th" aitherd^l ^nMs. 3 r^ 

Thro* two ftroi^ plates the poiftt its plil&ge^ bftki, 
ButftoppM, aodieftdd, by the third fepell'd ; 
Five plates of Vffrioas metal, various fn^Id, 
Composed fhe^lbitld, of Ijrafs^ each Outward fold. 
Of tin each inwafd, and the middle gold : 320 

There ftuclc the lance. Then rlfing e'er he threw. 
The forceful fpenrof great Jehi//es flew. 
And pierc'd^e%0^ir^» field's extretii^ boand. 
Where the (hciU brafs Ketum'd a^Hifti^r Ibund: 
Thro* the thin verge the P^/tan weapon glides, 325 

And the flight cov^rii^g of .texpaaaled -indes. 
Mneas his contrasted body bends. 
And o'er him high the riven targe extends, 
<SeeaiihiK>* its p tfting, ptotes, the^pper «ir, 
And at liis back pecceives the qulv 'ring fpear : 3 30 

A fate fo near hitt^, chills t^is foi^I \Vitb fright. 
And fwims before bis eyes the many-cblout'd light. 
Achilles rufhing in with dreadful cries, 
Drawritisiiroad blade, and at ^ntas ifiies : 
jEntas jQuzing as the ibe came on, 335 

(With force collected) heaves a mighty Hone: 
A mails enormous ! which in modern days 
No. two ^f earth's degenerate foas coald raife. 

Hz £ut 
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But Ocean*s God, wfaofe earthquakes rock the ground. 
Saw the diftrds, and mov*d the pow'rs around. 340 

Lo f on the brink of fate jEneas (lands. 
An inftant vidtim to Achillei hands : 
By Fhabus urg'd 5 but Fbofbus has beftowM 
His aid in vain : The man o^erpowVs the God. 
And can ye lee this righteous chief atone 345 

With guiltlefs blood, for vices not his own ? 
To all the Gods his conftant vows were paid : 
Sure, tho* he wars for Utoyy he claims our aid. 
Fate wills not this ; nor thus can J(yvt xefign 
The future father of the Dardan line : 3 ^o 

The firft great anceftor obtained his grace. 
And fUU his love defcends on all the race. 



V. 339. But OctaiCt G16/, ftc] The condud of the p6et in making 

JEn»ai owe his fafety to Neptune in this place is remarkable : Neptune 
IS an enemy to the fTrojans, yet he dares not fuffer Co pious « man to 
fall, left Jupiter ihould be offended : This fhews, fays Eufiathiux^ 
that piety is always under the protc£lion of God ; and that favours 
are fometimes conferred not out or kindnefs, but to prevent a greater 
detriment 5 thus Neptune prefervcs JEneaiy left Jupiter fhould revenge 
his death upon the Crecjans. 

V. 345. j^fid can you fee this righteous chief, &c.] Though ^neas 
is reprefented a man. of great courage, yet his piety is his moft ihining 
character : This is the reafoii why he is always the care of the Gods, 
9od they favour him conftantly through the whole poem with their 
immediate pro.t^£^ion. 

*Tis in this light that Vtrgil has prefentfd him to the view of the 

' reader : His valour bears but the fecond place in the ^nai* In the 

llias indeed he is drawn in miniature, and in the Mneii at full length ; 

^ut there are the iame features in the copy, which are in the odginal, 

and he is the fame Mneai in Ron c as he was in Troy, 

For 
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Por Priam now, and Priam\ faithlefs kind. 

At length are odious to tV all feeing mind ; 

On great jEneas (hall devolve the reign, 355 

And fons fuoceeding fons the laftiog line fuilain. 

The 



V. 355. On great JEntzi Jball devolve the reign, 

jtnd fons fucceeding Joni the hfiing line Jvfain^ 

The ftory of Mnea^% founding the 'koman empire, gaye Virgil the 
fiheft occaiion imaginahle of paying a complement to Augujlus, and ^ 
hi6 countrymen, who were fond of being thought the delccndanta 
of Troy^ He has tranflated thefe two lines literally, and put them in 
the nature of a prophecy $ as the favourers of the opinion of JEneat'% 
(juling into Italy, imagine Homer^s to be. 



^AtniM9 €in T^uiffffif ufdiu 



Jfia) va4^ii veck^biv roixtv furofr^c^t yna^natm 

Hie domut i£nese cunBis daminaUtur oris, 
Et nati natorum & qui najcentur ab illis. 



■ Therft has been a very ancient alteration made (as Strata obfenres) . 
in thefe two lines, by fubftituting irourto'cri In the room of TpcSio-o't* 
It is not improbable but yirgil might give occaiion for it, by his 
eunSfis dominabitur oris, 

Buftatbius does not intirely difcountenance this ftory : If it be un ' 
dcrftood, fays he, as a prophecy, the poet^xnight take it froih the 
Sibylline oracles. He farther remarks, that the poet artfully inter- . 
weaves into his poem not only the things which happened before 
the commencement, and in the profecution of the Trvjan war : bi^t 
otheir matters of importance which happened even after that war was 
brought to a conclufion. Thus for inftance, we have here a piece 
t)f hiftory not extant in any other author, by which we are informed 
that the houfe of JEneas fucceeded to the crown of Troa, and to the 
kingdom of Priam, Eujiatbius, 

This paflfage is very conliderable, for it ruins the famous chimaera . 
of the Roman empire, and pf the family of the Ca-fars, who both 
pretended to deduce their ori£,inal from P^enus hy Mneas, alledging 
that after the taking of Troy, Mneas came into Italy: and this 
pretendon is hereby aAually deftroyed. This tcftimony of Homer 
H J . ought 
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The great earth ihakes thus : To w)loifrx«e^Mir 
Th* imperial Godd^ with th^ radiaae eyesi 



w^t to be looked vf on « an 9uthepiack aA, t la>fid qi ky watnt^tf 
thereof cannot be queftioned. Neptune, as much an enemy as be is 
Xft the Trojans, declares that Mneas, and after himJiis pofterity, fhall 
reign over the Trojans* fVould Homer have put this prophefy in Neptune' % 
mouth, if he had not known that Mneas did not leave Troy, but 
that he reigned thtroy aai if he bad not (ees- iir hk} ti«9er tifc de^ - 
icendants «f that Prince reign tbeie likewife? That poet wrote two 
hundred and fixty years> or theteatx>ut8 after the taking of Troy ^ 
and what is very remarkabj^y he wrote- in.(bni& ofr tlK, tomis oi^ 
Jonia, that is t& fay, in the neighbourhood ofPheygia, (or that the; 
lime and place give fiich a weig)^ to his dq>QiHipn|, that nothing 
can invalidate it. AH that the hifforians have written cnncemmg. 
^neaC% voyage into Halyy ought to be confidcgfid a» » RoQiaoce^ . 
made on purpofc to deflroy all hiilorical truth> for the nsoft andest 
is pofterior to Homer by feme ages. Before Dioryjius €ft JUgiifgrnMS^tf 
iotne writers being fenfibic of the ftrwigth of this pa0agc of Homer, 
undertook to ezpliin it fo as to reccnrile It with this fable ; and they 
, faid that ^poast after having been in Italy returned USTf^, and left 
his fon Afcanius there. Dionyfius of Halicamajfus, little fatisfied with' 
this folution, which did not ieem to him to. be probable, has taken 
another method : He would have it that by thefe words, ** He ihall 
** icign over the Trojans,^^ Homer meant. He ihall reign over the 
Trojans whom be fliaU carry with hin^ intalrtf^ " For it it not 
'< podible, iays be, that Mneas ihould reign over the Trojans, whom- 
« he had taktot with him, though fettled elfewhere ?'' 

That biftorian, who wrote in Rome itfelf, and in the very reign of 
jiugujius, was willing to make his court to that Prince, by explain- 
ing this palTage of J?om^, fo as^ to fkvour the chimsra he was pof- 
fe^d with. And this is a reproach that may with fome jufllce be cai( 
on him ; for poeti may by their 'fi£lions flatter Princes and welcome : 
'Tis thefr trade; But for hiftorians to corrupt the gravity and fe- 
verify of hiftory, to fubftitutc fable in the place of truth, is what. 
ought not to be pardoned. Strabo was much more fcrupulous, for 
though he wrote his books of geography to>yards the beginning of 
Tiberiuit reign, yet he had the courage to give a right explication 
to this-paffage-of ifoitfrr, and to aver, that this Poet fald, and meant, 
that Mneas remained at Troy, that he reigned therein, Priam's whole 
race being extingoiAied, and that he left the kingdom ta bis chiK 
dfen after hifai, lib, 13. You may fee this whole matter difcufTcd 
in a letter from Af; Bochart to M. di Sagraisf who has prefixed it to 
his remarfcs uyon the tr^niJatJon of P^irp'l, 



Good 
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Good as he is» to imnolace or fpare 
The Dardan Prince, O N^ptum be thy care; 560 

Pallas and I, faji a& that Gods cao^binc^ 
Have fworn deilriidion to the Tr^am kmd-; 
Not ev'n an inAMK to protra^ tliek late; 
Or fave one member of the finktiig flate ; 
TillherlailiUaefaeqimcb*awicfehirlaftgOft, 365 
i^nd ev'n her crambHog nrinrMtae norei 
The King of QotaB iattefigktdefiMBdi^ 
Thro' aU the wUftlaqi dbfta hkioanfeiha bend^. 
Swift interpofr^dl between the i wii oiB ttn, 
Aad cafts thick dariraefs ^^9cAtMU^ eyu. ^^ 

From great JEneas^ Ihield the fpear he drew. 
And at its mafter'f feet liie we^ii threw* 
That done, with force divine he fnatcL'd on high 
The Dardan Prince, and bore him thro' the iky» 
Smooth gliding without Hep, above the heads 375 

Of warring heroes, and of boundhig fteeds. 
Till at the bafit^'» iittodftrvai^ thty li{^ 
Where the flow Caucans dofe the rear of figfit : 

The 



V. 57S. Wbert the flow Caucans clofr the, rettr,"] The Caucones 
(&y5 Euftaihius) were of Fapblagonran extra£t : Anii this pcrhapfs 
was the reafon why they are not diftinrftiy mentioned in the cata- 
logue, they bcing^ included under the general name of Pafblagonians : 
Though two lines are quoted which are faid to have been left out 
by fome tranfcriber, and immediately followed' this^ 
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The Godhead there (his heav'nly form confeis'd} 

With words like thefe the panting chief addrefs'd. 3 So 

What PowV, O Prince, with force inferior far 
UrgM thee to meet Achilles arm in war? 
Henceforth beware, nor antedate thy doom. 
Defrauding Fate of afl thy fame to con>e. 
But when the day decreed (for come it muft)^ 385 

Shall lay this dreadful hero in the du^ 
Let then the furies of that arm be knov^. 
Secure, no Greciam force tranfcends thy own. 

Witl) that, he left him wondering as he lay. 
Then from Achilhs chasM the mlfi away : 390 

'^ 

Which iTcrfes arc thefe, 

KauVflwaj air iyt v^XuxXi^ vio^ 'AfAilfAm. 
Or as others read it, "AftiiC^. 

Or according to others, 

Kocrx ^oSfMtr' ivuiov. 

Yet I believe thefe are not Homer's lines, but rather the addition of 
' fome tranfcriber, and *tis evident hy confulting the paflfage from 
which they are faid to have been curtailed, that they would be abfurd 
in that place; for the fecond line is aflually there already ; and as 
thefe Caucons are faid to live upon the banks of the Partbcnius, fo are 
the Paphlagoniam in the above-mentioned paiTage. It is therefore 
more probabk that the Cauconx are included in the Papblagomam, 

Sudden, 
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Sadden, returning with the ftream of ]igbt» 

The fcene of. war came rufiiing oa his fight. 

Then thus, amaz'd : What wonden flrike my mind I 

My fpear, that parted on the wings pf wind, 

Laid here before me ! and the Dardan Lord 39 j 

That fell this inilant, vanifh'd from my fword f 

I thought alone with mortals to contend. 

Bat powVs celeitial fare thb foe defend. 

Great as he is, our arm he fcarce will try. 

Content for once, with all his Gods, to fly. 40Q 

Now then let others bleed — This faid, aloud 

He vents his fury, and inflames the croud, 

O Greeks (he cries, and ev'ry rank alarms) 

Join battel^ man to man, and arms to arms \ 

'Tis not in me, tho' favoured by the (ky, 405 

To mow whole troops, and make whole armies ily ; 

No God can fingly fuch a hoft engage. 

Not Mars himfclf, nor great Miner<ua\ rage. 

But whatfoe'er Achilles can infpire, 

Whate'er of a6Uve force, or adling fire, 410 

Whatever this heart can prompt, or hand obey > 

All, all Achilles^ Greeks / is yours to-day. 

Thro' yon wide hoft this arm fhall icatter fear. 

And thin the (quadrons with my fingle fpear. 

He faid : Nor lefs elate with niartial joy, 41 j[ 

The god like He&or warmed the troops of Troy, 

H5 Trojans 
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Trojans to war ! Think HeSor leads you on; ^ 

Nor dread the vaunts of Peleui^ haughty fon. 

Deeds muff decide oar fate. Ev'n thofe with words 

Ififult the brave; who tremble at their fwords : 420 

The weakeft Atheill- wretch all heav'n defies, 

But ihrinks and (Hudders, when the thunder flies. 

Nor from yon' boafler (hall your chief retire. 

Not tho' his heart were fleel, his hands were fire ; 

That fire, that fted, your HeSor (hou'd withftand, 425^ 

ifnd brave that vengefur heart, that dreadful hand. 

Thus (breathing rage thro' all) the hero faid : 
A wood of lances rifes round his head, 
Clamours on clamours tempeil all the air, . 
They join, they throng, they thicken to the war. 430 
But Thcehus warns him from high heaven to 0iun 
The fingle fight wuh ^htis" god-like fon ; 
More fafe to combate in the mingled banc^. 
Nor tempt too near the terrors of his hand. 

He hears, obedient to the Cod of Light, 43^ 

And plung'd within the ranks, awaits the fight. 
Then fieJ-cc Achilles, fhouting to the fkieS, 

On Tr^'s whole force with boundlefs fury flies. 

Firft falls Ipbytion, at his army's head ; 

Br^ve was the chief, and brave the hofl he led, 440 

From great Ottynttm he deriv'd his blood. 

His mother was a itdu of the flood i 

Beneath 
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Beneath the (hades oifmolus, crown'd with fnow. 

From Hyde*s walls he ruPd the lands below. 

Fierce as he fpiings, the fword his head divides; 44J 

"ilie parted vifage Ms on equal fides r 

With load-refouflding arms he (Irikes the plain ; 

While ^Mz^cbilks glories o'er the flain. 

Lie there Otryntides ! the l^rojan earth 
Receives thee dead; tho' Gyga boaft thy birth ; 450 

'Thofe beauteous fields w&ere Hyllus" waves are rolled. 
And plenteous Hernms fwelb with tides of gold. 
Are thine no more— Th' infulting hero faid. 
And left him fleeping in eternal fhade. 
The rolling wheels of Grtece the body tore, 455 

And da(hM their axles with no vulgar gor^. 

DemoUon next, Antenor^ offspring, laid 
Breathlefs in duft, the price of rafhnefs paid. 
Th* impatient fted with full-deicending fway 
Forc'd thro* his brazen helm its furious way, 460 

RefiifUeis drove the battered fkuU before. 
And dalhM and mingled all the brains with gore. 
This fees Hippodamasy and feizM with fright, 
Beferts his chariot for a fwifcer flight : 
The lance arrelt^s him : An ignobie wound 465 

The panting 7roJ4^ rivets to the ground. 
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He groans away his foul: Not loader roars 

At Neptunii Ihrine on Heliu\ high Ihores 

The vidim bull ; the rocb rebellow roand. 

And Ocean lidens to the grateful found. 470 

Then fell on Polydore his vengeful ragje. 
The youngeft hope of Priam^^ ftooping age : 
( Whofe feet for fwiftnefs in the race furpafl) 
Of all his fons the deareH, and the lad. 
To the forbidden field he takes his flight 475 

f n the firil folly of a youthful Knight, 



V. 467. Not louder roars 

At "Sc^tunt^sjbn'ne on Helice'i highjhores, &c.] 

In Helice, a town of Acbaia, three quarters of a league from the 
gulph of Corintby Neptune had a magnificent temple where the lonianr 
offered every year to him a facrifice of a bull ; and it was with thcfe 
p:ople an aufpicuous fign, • and a certain mark, that the facrifice 
would be accepted> if the bull bellowed as he was led to the altar. 
After the Ionic migraticn, which happened" about 140 years after the 
taking of Troy, the Jonians of AJki affembled in rfie field* ©f Priene to 
celebrate the fame feftival in honour of Heliconian Neptune ; and as 
tbofe of Priene valued themfelves upon being originally of Helice, they 
chofe for the King of the facrifice a young Prienian. It is needlefs 
to di(pute from whence the poet has taken his compariibn ; for as he 
lived ido, or 121 years after the Ionic migration, it cannot be doubted 
but he took it in the Afian Ionia, and at Priene itfelf ; where he had 
probably often aiiifted at that facrifice, und been witneit of the cere- 
monies therein obferved. This poet always appears ftrongly addifled 
to the cuftoms of the lonians, which makes fome conjcAure that he 
was an Ionian himfelf. Euftathius, Dacier, 

V. 571. Then felt on Polydore bis vengeful rage.'] Euripides in his 
Hecuba has followed another tradition, when he makes Polydorus the 
fon oi Priam and oi Heeuka, and llain by Polymnejior King ofl^race^ 
after the taking of Trey ; for according to Homer, he is not the fon 
of Hecuba, but of Laotboe, as he fays in the following book, and it 
flain by jichillts* Virgil too has rather cbofcn to follow Eurifidet 
thaa Homer . 

To 
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To vaant liis fwiftnefr wheds arovmd the piatn. 

Bat vaunts not long, with all hk fwtftneft flain. 

Strack where ihe croffiog belts unite behind^ 

And golden rings the double back-plate joinM : 480 

Forth thro' the naval burft the thrilling ileel; 

And on his knqes with pierdog (krieks he feU; 

The rnfliing entrails pour*d upoiP the ground 

His hands collect ; and darkneis wraps him round. 

When Hc^or viewed, all ghaftly in his gore 4I5 

Thus fadly flain, th" unhappy Polydorei 

A cloud of forrow overcaft his light. 

His foul no longer brook'd the diflant fight. 

Full in Jchil/es^ dreadful front he came. 

And (hook his javelin like a waving flame. 490 

The fon of Peleus fees, with joy pofTef^, 

His heart high bounding in his riiing bread : 

And, lo f the Man, on whom black fates attend ^ . 

The man, that flew JchUles^ in his friend ! 



V. 4S9. Full Iff AcbiUes* dneu^ firwt ht cam,"} The gicit 
judgment of the poet in keeping the charaAer of his hero, is in this 
place very evident : When AcbiUis was to engage Mnetu, he holds a 
long conference with him, and with patience bears the reply of 
Mruas: Had he purfued the fame method with Heffor, he had de- 
parted from his chara^er. Anger is the prevailing paDion in AchUjks : 
He left the field in a rage againft Agamemnon^ and entered it again to 
be revenged of HeHor : The poet therefore judicioufly makes him 
take fire at the fight of his enemy ; He defcnbes him as impatient to 
kill him, he gives him a haughty challenge, and that challenge is 
comprehended in a fingle line : His impatience to be xcvcDged, would 
not fiifiei; him to delay it by a length of words. 
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No more fhdl HtSi^'i and FeUdei^i^^x 495 

Turn from each other m the waBo of war— • 
Then with revengeful eyes he (canM him Q^tti 
CiMie, and itceivt thy fete ! He fpake no more. 

HeQvr^ undamited^ thus. Such words employ 
To one that dreads t)iee> fome unwarUke boy : 500 

Such we could gire, defying and deQr*d, 
Mean intercourfe of obloquy and pridel 
f know thy force to mine fuperior ^ ; 
Bat heav*n alone confers fuccefi in war : 
Mean as I am» the Gods may guide my dart, $05 

And give it enthmce in a braver heart. 

Then parts* the lance : But Pallas' heavenly breatii 
Fttr from Acbilh's wafts the winged death : 
The bidden dart agam ta HeSor flies. 
And at the feet of its great mailer Hes. 5 to 

Chillis clo&s with his hated foe^ 
His heart and eyes with flamibg fury glow: 
But prefent to his aid, J^Uo ihrouds 
TM fkvour*d hero in a vc3 of doocb. 

TbntB 



V, crj. But frtfint to Bis atd, ApoITo.] It is a common obTervab- 
^on, tnat a' God fhould never be introduced into a poem but where 
lis prefence is neceffary. And it may be afked why the life of He&or 
h of fuch importance that j^IJo fhould refcue him from the hand 
af AcbilUs here, and yet fuffer him to fall fo foon after ? Euftathitn 
anfwers, that the Poet had not yet fufficiently exalted t]ie valour of 
Achilles^ he takes time to enlarge upon his atchievements, and rifes 
>y degrees ia his charadcrj till he completes both his courage and re- 

fcatneac 
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Thrice ftruck Pelides with ifldignant heart, 515: 

Thrice in impaflive air he plang'd the dart : 
The fpear a fdurth time bur^/d in the cIoud» 
tik ^ams with fury, and exclaims dbadl 

Wretch ! thou hall^fcap^d again, 'onte more thf^gKt 
Has fav'd thee, and the partial God of Liglit. 520 

But long tho\i fhalt not thy juft fate witH^hd,^ 
If any power dS^Sk^ AcBiWes* Band". 
Fly then inglorious f but thy iight this day ' 

V^ole hecatombs of "Tro/i;* gh'olls {hall pay. 

With that, he gluts h1srag6 on iiumBcis flktif: jaj 
Then Dryops tumbfed tb tli*^ enfahguih'd plain, ' ' 

Pierc'd thro* the neck : He left him panting there; ' ' 

And (to^p*d Demuchuj, great Thiietor\ heir, ' 

Giganticl«<*ief f'dttfii gAftli tll*^ ehdrftlOUs Mi&, ^ ' ' 

And for the fouKan anopte palTag^ OT^^K. ' ' ^ ! ^^^^ 

Laogonui and Dardanus expire. 

The valiant fons df an unhappy Are ; ^ " 

Bodi in one inftant from the chariot hurPd^ 

Soak in ooit ihii£aat ta tke jDihh«r w^rld^ 

Wis diffY^Cift Q^ ■ fjj; 

That dntf "rtie QjfWir' dteffirby^d, aildotte liHf Atoil^* 



ftotment at onfr hhw irt tfcr dteafft of-H^m ' Aft* the Pw«J aM# 
he, pays a grtat co i ft p>h jiei<t't» birfatiMritecotmtfyitMr, by ftttria^ 
that nothing but the intervention of a God could hare favtd JBmm^ 
aod HeSior from the hand of Asbilh% 
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Nor Icfe UDpity'd young Alajior bleeds , 
In vain his youth, in vain hb beauty pleads : 
In vain he begs thee with a fuppliant's moan. 
To fpare a form, an age fo lijce thy own ! ^J^Q 

Uiihappy boy ! no pray V, nopovingart, 
£*er bent that fierce, inexorable heart ( ^ , 

While yet he trembled at his^ knees, and cryM, 
The ruthleis falchion ope*d his tender iide; 
The panting liver pours a flood of gore 54^ 

That drowns hxjs boibm till he pants no more.. 

Thro' Mulius* head then drove th* impetuous ijpe^. 
The warrior falls, transfixed from, ear to ear. 
Thy life, Ecbedus! next the fword bereaves. 
Deep thro* the front the pondVous faulchion cleaves ; 550 
Warm'd ii^ the br^ia the fino^g lyeaiMOo lies>^ ^ 
The purple death co^es floating o'er his eyes. 

.' "^-^ ■ ^'>': ^-"•^- ■> . 

V. 541. N o pray r^ nowtovingart, . .,, 

E^erbfnt that fiercty inexorable heart ! 

I confefs it is a iatisfa^on to me. to pbfenne with what art the 
Poet purfucs his fubjcA; The opening of the Pbem ^tohSta to treSrtf 
of t]^ anger of AcbiUa \ that anger draws oq, aU the.gre?it events of 
th6 ftory : And Homer at every opportunity 'a w^'ehs th£ r6a<!^ to an 
attention to it^ by meqtioi^g the ef^e^a of it :^ So that wh^we fee 
in this place the hero deaf to youth and compaiTion, it is what we 
expe£^ : Mercy in him would offend, becaufe it is contrary to 4ii8 
chara£ler. Homer propofes him not as a pattern for imitation ; but 
the m^ral of ^the Poem whfch be defigned the reader. fiiould.draw^ 
from it, is, that we ihould avoid anger, fiace it is ever pernicious in 
tiie event* 

Theft 
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Then brave Deucalion dy'd : The dart was flung 

"Where the knit nerves the ph'ant elbow ftrang ; 

He dropt his arm, an unaffifting weight, 555 

And flood all impotent, expecting fate : 

Full on his neck the ^ling faulchion fped. 

From his broad (houlders hew'd his crefted head : 

Forth from the bone the fpinal marrow flies. 

And funk m dufl, the corps extended lies. 560 

Rhtgmus^ whofe race from fruitful Thracia came, 

(The fon of Pireus^ an illuftrioas name,) 

Succeeds tb fate : The ^pear his belly rends ; 

Prone from his car the thund'ring chief defcends : 

The Squire who faw expiring on the ground 565 

His proftrate mafler retn*d the deeds around , 

His back fcarce turn*d the Pelian jav'lin gor*d ; 

And flretch*d the fervant o'er his dying Lord. 

Ad when a flame the winding valley fills. 

And runs on crackling flirubs between the hills ; 570 

Then o*er the flubble iip the mountain flies. 

Fires the high woods, and blazes to the ikies. 

This w", and that, the fpreading torrent roars; 

So fweeps the hero thro' the waded fliores; 

Around him wide, immenfe deftrudlion pours, ^575 

And earth is delug'd with the fanguine fiiow'rs. 

As with autumnal harvefls coverM o'er. 

And thick bedrown, lies Cens* facred floor. 
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Wheii rouod asid round, with never- weary *d paia» 

The trampling fleers beat out th' un-numberM grain ; 580 

So the fierce courfecs, as the chariot rolls, 

Tread down whole ranks, and crufh, out Heroes fouU. 

Dafti'd from their hoofs while oe'r the dead they fi/ji^" 

Black, bloody drops the fmoaking chariot dye; , > 

The fpiky wheels thro' heaps of carnage tore ; .5S5; 

And thick the groaning axles dropp'd with gorc 

High o'er the fcene of death A^hilks flood, _ 

All grim with dufl, all horrible in blood : .'^ -» > 

Yet flill infatiate, full wiili rage ZZ fJmiiC;. 'if^>r>? 

Such is the Lufl of never dying Fame! - ,;^- ^^^ ^90 



V. 580. The tfamfHug ftttri beat out' th" un-^mttiAer* d mm.] In 
Gretce, inftead of thrafhing the corn as we do, they cauled it to be 
trod out by oxeo^ this wavlikewlie praiHfed in yuditOy at it feen by* 
the law of God, who forbad the Jeius to muzzle thp ox who .trcd 
out the corn. NotfUgatU ari&vk Hrentk ttt ama\fiiigti Mnm 0hi«i^ 
XXV. Dacier, ^ 

The fame prafticc is ftill' preferved among tbeTVri^ saA moderar 
Cruks. 

The Jimiles at the tntL} k '» Wual with du« atttbor to heap kir 
fimiles very thick toge her at the concfufion of a book. He has 
done the fame iir the feventeenth : *Ti6' thenitttrai di£:hargeof» 
▼aft imagination, heated in its progrefs, and giving itfelf vent in this 
croud of images. 

I cannot clofe the notes upon this book, without observing the 
dreadful idea Qf Achilles, which the poet leaves upon the mind of the 
raader. He drives his chariot over ihields, and mangled heaps of 
flkin; The wheels, the axle-tree, and the horfes are ftained with 
blood, the hero's eyes bwra with fujy, nnd his hands are red with 
daughter. A Painter might form from this pafl'age the pifture of 
Mars in the fullnefs of his terrors, as well as Pi&></Mi is fcid co hava 
drawn from another^ that oi Jupiter m all his majefty. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The battel in the river Scamander. 

n^HE Trojans fiy before Achillea, fome towards the tonvn^ 
others to the rimer Scamandei* : He falls upon the latter 
nvith great Jlaughter^ takes t'wek}e captives ali^ve, to /a- 
trifiee to theflmde o/"Patroclas ; and kills Lycaon and Aflc- 
ropaius. Scamander attacks him with all his m/av^s; 
Neptune and Pallas <j^ the Hero i Simois joins Scaman- 
«ter ; at lengtB Vulcan, by the inftigation of Juno, almofl 
dries up the rin)er» 7'his combate tnded^ the other Gods en- 
gage each other. Meanwhile Achilles continues the Jlaugh* 
ter^ dri'ves the reft into T toy: Agenor only makes a ftand^ 
and is conveyed anvaydn a cloud by Apollo \ who (to delude 
Achilles) takes upon him hgtnox^ s/hape, and while he pur- 
fues him in that difguife^ gives the Trojans an opportunity ff 
retiring into their city, 

The fame day continues, The fccnc it on the banks and 
in theftream of Scamander. 
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AN D now to Xantbus" gliding dream they drove, 
Xantbusy immortal progeny of Jove^ 
The river here divides the flying train. 

Part to the town fly diverfe o'er the plain. 

Where 



* This book is intirely diiFerent from all the foregoing : Though 
it be a battel, it is intirely of a new and furprizine kind, diverfified 
with a vail variety of imagery and defcription. Tne fcene is totally 
changed : he paints the combate of his hero with the rivers', and de- 
fcribes a battel amidil an inundation. It is obfervable, that though 
the whole war of the Iliad was upon the banks of thefe rivers, Ho- 
ftur has artfully left out the machinery of the River-Gods in all the 
other battels, to aggrandise this of his hero. There is no book of 
the poem that has more force of imagination, or in which the ^reat 
and inexhaufted invention of our author is more powerfully exe.ted. 
After this defcription of an jjiundfitioo, there follows a very beau* 

tifol 
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Wbcre \M their troops trramphant bore the %hc, 5 

Now chas*d, and trembling m ignoble flight : 
(Thefc with a gathered mift Saturnia&ifoVB^z, 
And rolls behind the rout a heap of doods) 
Plut plunge into the Hream: Old .A^/z^^oirSy 
The flafhing billows beat the whiten'd fhores : i o 

With cries promifcuous «I1 the l^nks refound. 
And here, and there, in eddies whirling round. 
The flouncing deeds and (briefing warriors drowned 
As the fcorch'd Locuils from their fields retire. 
While fail behind th^m runs the bloxe of fixe', 15 

Driv'n 

tiful contraft in that of the drought : The part of Achilles is admi- 
rably fuftained^ and the new ftrokes which Homer gives to his pi^ure 
are fuch, as are derived from the very fource of his chancer, and 
£nifh the intir« draught of this hero. 

4lQi«r)far«]l that appears wonder&l.orextfav^gant in this Epifode, 
may be reconciled to probability, truth and natural reafon, Mrill be 
confidered in a diflin£t note on t^vst head: Tiie reader mvf find it 
on v. 447. 

V. 2. Xanthus, imimrtat progeny o/*Jbvc.] The river is here fkid 
to be the fon of Jupiter^ on account of its b^ing fupplled with wa- 
ters that fall from Jupiter^ that is, from heaven. Euftathius, 

V. 14. As the fcorcFd Locujis, &c.] Euftathius obferves that fe- 
veral conntries have been much infefl.d with armies of locufts ; and 
that, to prevent their deftroying the fruits of the earth, the coun- 
trymen by kindling large fires drove thfim from their fields; the lo- 
cufts to avoid the* intenfe heat were forced to caft rhemfclves into the 
water. From this oblervation the Poet draws his allufion, which is 
very much to the honour oi Achilles, fince it reprefencs the Trojans 
with rcfpe£t to him as no more thSn fo many infetts. 

The ^me commentator takes notice, that becaufe the Ifland of 
Cyprus in particular was ufed to priftife this method with the locufts, 
iome authors have conjei^urfed that Homer was of that country. But 
if this wore a fufficient reufon for fuch a fuppolition, he might be 
faid to be born in almoft all the countries of the world, fince he 
.^aw« his obIervati(7ns from the coftoxiis of thetn all. 

Wc 
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3>riv'n from the landliefdre the fm oaky ^lood, 

rFHe cludVing legions rufh into the flood : 

So plang'd^ Xanthus by ASilUi foittt^ 

Roars the relbaftding fnrge with men «id faorfe. 

flis bloody lance the hero cafls aflde, 20 

("Which fpreadiug Tam'ciiks on the margin hide) 

Then, like a God, the rapid billows braves, 

Arm'd with his fword, high brandiih'd o'er the waves : 

Now down he plunges, now he whirls it round, 

I>ccp groan'd die waten with the dying found ; 1^ 

Repeated wounds the red'ning river ^y^^^ 

And the warm purple circled on the tide. 

Swift thro' the foamy flood the Trojans fly. 

And dofe in rocks or winding caverns lie. 

So the huge Dolphin tempering the main, 30 

In fhoals before him fly the fcaly tram. 



We may hence account for the innumerable armies of thefe locuAs, 
mentioned among the plagues of ^gypt, without having recourfe to 
an immediate creation, as fome good men have imagined, whereat 
the miracle indeed confifts in the wonderful manner of bringing them 
upon the Mgyiptiant* 1 have often obferved with pleasure the fimi- 
litude which many of Homer t expreflions bear with the holv fcrip* 
lures, and that the moft ancient heathen writer in thesvrorla, ofWh 
fpeaks in the Idiom of Mofes : Thus as the locuils in Exodus are 
faid to be driven into the Jea, fo in Htmer they are forced into a 
river, 

V. 30. So the huge Dolphin, &c.] It is obfervable with what juft- 
nefs the author diveriifies his comparifons according to the diffisrcAt 
(«enes and elements he is «ng8ged in : AchiUu has been hitherto on 
the knd, and compared to land-animalt, a lion, ^c» Now he is rm 
the water, the Poet derives bis ionages from thence, and likens him 
to a dolphin. Eujhtbiut, 
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Confusedly heap'd they feek their imndl /paves. 

Or pant and heave beneath the fioatipg warea. 

Now tirM with {laughter, from the Tr^anhm^ 

Twelve chofen youths he drags alive to land ; j^ 



V. 34. Now tird with Jlaugbter.} This i; adfiirab^ weU fiuted 
to the character of AcbilUi \ his rage bears him headlong on the 
enemy, he kills all that oppole him» andftops^aoty *tlU nature idcjf 
could not keep pace with his anger j he had determined to referv^ 
twelve noble youths to facrifice them to the Manes of Patroclut, bat 
his refentment gives him no time to think of them, 'till the hurry 
of his pafllon abates, and he is tired with (laughter : Without this 
circumftance, I think an objedtion might naturally be raifed, that in 
the time of purfuit Achilles gave the enemy too much leifure to 
efcape, while he bufied himfelf with tying thefe priiinners : Thougk 
it is not abfolutely neceflary to fuppofe he tyed Uiem with his own 
hands. 

V. 35. Twelve chofen youths."] This piece of cruelty in Achilks 
has appeared Hiocking to many, and indeed is what I think can only 
be excufed by confidering the ferocious and vindi£live fpirit of thiis 
hero. It is however certain that the cruelties exercifed on enemies 
. in war were authorifed by the military laws of thofe times j nay, 
religion itfelf became a fan£lion to them. It is not only the fierce 
AcbilleSy but the pious and religious MneaSy whofe very chara^r is 
virtue and compalfion, that referves feveral young unfortunate cap- 
tives taken in battel, to facrifice them to the Manes of his favourite 
hero. A£n. 10, v. 517. 

_ Sulmone creatos 

^atuor hie juvenes, totidem quos cducai XJfens 
Viventes tapit j inferias qum tmmolet umbrisy 
Captivoque rcgi ferfundat f anguine f^ammas. 

And Mn, 11. t. 81. 

Vinxerat ^ poji, terga manus, quos mitteret umbris, 
Jnferias, cafo fparfuros /anguine Jiammam. 

And (what is very particular) the Latin poet exprefTes no difappro- 
bation of the a£liun, which the Grecian does in plain terms, fpeak- 
ing of this in Iliad 23. v. 176. 
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With their ikh bdti dieir capdve ariiu cobftnins 
(Late iMr prood ^orpunents, but now their chai«s.) 
Thefe his ftttendantt to the fluptconv^jr^d^ 
UA Yiaiiiisl deftinM to PairoeM flude. 

Thettt asoQce noie he |^gM amid the floods 40 
The jfOOQg 4f^«Mi hi hit paflage flood I 
The fim «f Pi^40H» whom the hiro*i lumd 
Bat late Biade captive in his fttber^i land, ' 

{A^ from a^Tycanioret hb Jbundii^ fled 
Lopp'dthegreqianiistolpokeachariotwheell 45 

To iMnr^i iffle he &ld the rojral flavc^ 
Where 719^*8 ibti the firice demanded gave ; 
Biuiuiidi^>iV«;ioaehingoiithelhore» . 
Hie ranfom'd Fdnce to fiur i^Sr^ bore. 
Ten days werepafti "iinGe in his ftther*s re%a 50 

U^ &k the fw^Bets^of liberty igaiot 



V. 41. 9%r jpowi^ Lycaon, ^eJ\ Rmer hai t wonderful art ani 
judgment in contriving Aich incidefits at fet the tbaraAeriftiek qua- 
lidet of hit hctoet in the higheft poi|it of li|^t. There, it hardly 
any in the whole IHad more proper to move pity than this circum- 
ftance of tycoon ; or to raifc terror, dun thit view otAcbiVes, . It 
it alio the fineft pi^ure of them both imaginable s We fee. the diiFe- 
rent attitude of their ^et^Mn, and the difierent paffions which ap- 
peared in their countenancet : At firft AcbiUes ftandt erefl^ with fur<« 
prize in his lookt at the fight of one whom he thought it inipoiltble 
to find there j w}n}ft Lyc^ion is in the poflore of a fuppliant^ wttk 
lookt that plead for compafltoh ; with one hand holding the faero*t 
knoe, and bit knee with the other: Afterwards, when at his death 
he iett go the fpear, and places himfelf on his knees with his armt 
extended, to receive the mortal wottnd> how lively and how drongly 
it this painted ? I believe every one perceives the beauty of this paf* 
iage, and aUowfr iklit poetry (at kaft 'mHmtrJ ia truly 4 peaking 
pi^re. 

V»u V. I The 
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The lexti tbtt Obd" wboni mek Iti vkm wirfifiioid; 
Gives bie ikme yotitk \6 the' fame conqa'rih^ lii^d*;' ' 
NownevertarettimfM^ch)(im*atbgo ' "^ ** '* 
A fadder journey to The fliadcsbdow." ' ' ' - ^J 
fife welf-^nown fice whc» great -if^ASR/ejr*d;^ »" * ' 
(The hHm and vifo^ he hjntcaft^Me^- ' : ■ •' 

With wild aflright; knrfd3r6p'da]poft thftfcM^ -^ r.. :. r 
His ufelefi lance aktf ariaVailiii^ Afeid'.V ^ ' '-' "r, :. .: : 3 
As trembling, pantfebg; «-om tlife'ftleafe fie'fl^/ "" ^ 
And knocked h^fatift^infetnces/thelieAriBtid. ^ 

Ye mighty Gods ^ what wonders fHkrmy view t 
Is it in vain our conqoMng arms ftibdaef^ ' 
Sure I (hall fee yon'^heaps of fVojuns MW^ ^ ^ 
Rife from the (hades', and bravemcm tHe'fidrfr ^5 
As now the ^ti^e, whomf/Iate i boimd "^ 
And fold to temms, (blks'Qn t^an giDimdf ^ 
Not him the fca's unmeafur'd deeps detain, 
Thtt Iwr fiichnumbcm ficm their nativcpIwtiL,: , 
I4Q ! he returns. Tijr dicn, my flying fpor? ' ' 70* 
Tr)^, if the grave can held the wanderer; 
If Earth at length ^is a£bive Prince eafi:£eiEC^ 
Bacth, wbofe ftrong grafp hm held down Bsrcukf* 

Tho^ while, he fpakei thc.T'r^'a^ p|ite W«h fears 
ApprpacbM, and* fought his knees with fl]|>pUant tetrssTj 
Loth as he was ta yield his youthful breath. 
And his< fpuL fliiv^riag^at tk' spproacii o£i49adi. 

. . AtUllit 
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Achilles raisM tke ^^^ ptep^Vlicy womld % . 

He kifi^ &i8 ftdt, e^m^ded mi^ tke gt^mid : ^^ 

And while abovd'tti« fffear Ai^nded ftoodf^ ^ 

*^ngii^ to dip its' dih^ poMt in XSk^^ ^ 

One hand embracVi ^eiti ddb, oheft^ the darts ^ 
While thus thefe meAxtg wim& ammpT 1^ heart. 

Thy well.kn(mmdi9lW^'^giiii.^M^/7 M 
Once more t£^iiMitMyne»arth}rfiiMt % 

fbasffpity to a S»n^i«tttVifniiCiflt<lli 
t^^ho (hflKd'.thb gUts aEr Oa icc tUy^ ikm^\^ 
^hom late thy conqu^dg aiWtd^^^Mir^^bcAV^ ^ 

Far from his fath^r^ fllidn^ wtvuAmiSMiX '< 

A hundred oxen were hirpriqv tUt dm^' • ^. -^ ^ 

-Now fums immenfe thy mBtt)b ftaltrepif . 



any thing, to be better imagined than thefe two (peeches : that of 
Lycaon i^dioting znA coiApaflloflat^;- thsft a^- Amim haiighty ai^ 
dreadful $ the one- pleads with the utmoil tendernefs, the other denies 
with the tftmdrt ikr^tttH Ontr wbuM tifiillt it itrlpolflbhf W atoiafa 
fa many moving arguments in fo few words. a»thofe of Lvcaon: He 
tbrgets no circumftance to fofken his enemy^s anger^ he natter^ tfte 
memory of Patroelm,4s afiraifi of beiag, thought' too neaily r^ated 
to HeSoTy and woutd willingly put himfeli^ upon him as a fuppfiant, 
and confequently as amtiiviohrblepcrftn-: 'B^^fjMiHa it immove^J|y 
his refentment makes him deaf to intreaties, and it muft be remem- 
bered that anger, not nktcfi i$ kSfr dH(#aa*n : F 
I muft confefs I could have wiih'.d AchillM had fpared hini : ^Thos 
are fo many circufflftimces^ that* fpeat in hif favour, t*at he 'deiSfvW 
iusJife, had he not aik^d it in terjps aJiijtIf too abjcft^ w' ■ ' ^ 
^ There is ah ai^ of greatne(s in the cdnclufioti of tlfe* i^Medi of 
JicbilUst which ifrijus fne vety-riiuch: He fpeakt very unconcem^ 
edly of his own death, and upbraids his enemy fbr afkihg lifV fo ear* 
Aeitly, a life tbat^wat lof io nmch left iflip«rt9iiet than Jiis«wn, ' 
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Sc^ ..reTpked from woet I yet appear. 

And fcarce twelve moniiDg funs have feen me here; 

Lol 7«v» ag^rn fobmits me to thy hand^ 

Again, her vidim amd Fate demands ! 9^ 

I tgifwag from Prf Mr, and LaotbSii &ir« 

(OU Jhi^ daughter, and Liiegia'% heir $ 

Who held m P^V^ his fiunM abode. 

And mlM the fields where filver So^hm flow'd) 

Twofons (ahs! nnhappy.ibiis) flwbocc; too" 

For ah! one %>ear Audi drinbeadibrother^sgoie, 

And I fnceeed to flaug^*d fdyJore. 

How from that arm of tenorlhaB I £7? 

Some Daemon ui^gesl *dt my doom to die! 

If ever yet foft ip^ tooch'd thy mind, i ^ 

Ah! think not me too much of Hf^^*s kind! 

Kot the fiune mother gave thy (bppliant breadi. 

With his, who wrought thy lovM ?atr9clmi deaA. 

Thefe words, attended with a fliowV of tean^ 
The youth addreft to unrelenting ears: ita 

Talk not of Ufe, or ranibm, (he replies) 
fatr9€lms dead, whoever meets me, dies: 
In vain a fingle Trajan fues for grace; 
Bat leaft, thefons of PHom's hateful race. 
Die then, my friend! what boots it todeplorr? 115 

The great, the good Fatreclus is no more ! 
He, far thy better, was Ibredoom'd to 4ie» 
«; And thou, doftthou, bewaa»onaliQrr 

«ie*t 
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See^ft thoa not me, whom natih'e^ gifb adorh. 

Sprang from a hero, from a Geddds txtfn ; tzo 

The day (hall come {whkh nothing can avert} 

When by the fpear« the arrow, or the dart. 

By night, or day, hf force, or by defign. 

Impending death and tertaio fate afe mine. 

Die then— —he (aid; andnit the word he fpoke is; 

The fainting dr^Aiq^ iitii^ b^oie the firoke : 

Hit hand forgot its grafpv and left the f pear : 

Ij^hile all hit trembliog'fomie confeft hn fear. 

liiidden, dihilles Us brbad Tword di^ky^d, 

^ttd buried in hb meek Ihrreckkig blade. 150 

Prone fisU the youths and pantiog o» the landp 

The gofliing purple dy^d the thiiHy (and: 

The viAor to die (beam thetarcaCi gsve^ 

And that ia&lfii him» 8oatmgi>n the wove. 

Lie there^ hff^iml let the fiih furroand l^ 

Thy Uoated €or(e, and fiick thy goary wound; ' 

There no fad mother (hall thy fan'rals weep. 
But fwifi Seamander roll thee to the deep, 
Whofe ev'ry wave fome wat'ry monger brij^s 
To feift onpnniihM on the fitt of kings. 14^ 



ffHHH by thenar, the arrow, or the JariJ] 

This ii not fpoken at random, but with an air of fuperiortty ; whea 
jkbittn fayi he fluU fall by an arrow, a darx, or a fnear, he iaft* 
Auatet that no man will have the courage to approach him in t ckde 
ight» orenga^BhiniJmpAw^isiidr St^0thiuH i vj 
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^f^ ruin theira^ il^ f|H^ fCCV^Nlftilil 9NM k a *i - 

What boots ^c ng^^S^amnder'p jm^^piMmA ; 

Hiscarthjy tonflilWrWdinwofl^jl-WiWl.; . ; y r 

In vain your hnirK)tefB4 balfa^aiseiOijiii' ,- n^ ,- 14^ 

Youf Uymg cooK(m^i»iUfl galphsii£;ytiV:t ■ 

TbMs he rcMfwdg yon, >Htb jj^isjbittfir /ate ; 

I'lius, '^ill t^ Grefhrn vengeanpe is compltati 

Thus is aton'd P^^yK^'iianoair'd Aade* . 

And the {bort-.abfe8fie. of J$hUki paid. : ^ 1 . 150 

Thefe boaftfi^ ;tw»c|s pnoyoke ^ jkfpag tSod > . 
>V^J^ fury fwells. the ?«!i^tted4ood./ . .: . : 

What mean^UiKyliatiBay jret tiif pMfV^MDl4of» 
To check ^fi&/7/«f^ sttd^tOMfoiit Tf^f : : 
Mrahwluld t|te h^?|prtfis>^in4ilaHr 40 daae ' <5 i 

1 he great Jfterjifem^X^mim/tA^smtt ,f '^ 



V. 146. Vour Ihnng rourfers ^hf^Y gutflbt in ^n,J' It wall am 
ancient cuftom to ^aft Jivip^bprfcs jmo |4ie/jKi, aod uito njfiu, tf 
honour, as it vftte, by ^efe viaim^, the rapidity of their f&eams. 
This praaice continued a 1«^ t^^ aj<^#i^<V¥ %p^es m$ yf^i^a 
amples of it: Auretius ViSior fays of Pomjf>ta the younger. Cum man 
feliciter uteretu^, lib^ufii (fifiMmtmf^fu^^fi^.tm^fm b^^surtttia df 
equo placawt. He offered oxen in Sacrifice, a<^d threw a living jioijQi 
ioto the iea, as appears ftom Dion, w4uch It <pei4e6ly «OBfenna^lc 
to this of Homer, Eufiatb, Dader. 

V. 152. With fury fwelh the violated foodA The poet has been 
preparing us for the epifode «f -the ivMr Xdmbus tier 6a» the be- 
ginning of tiic Uft boc{!i( ; ;uxd ho^ h^ ^^ y< iu» account why the 
river wars upon AcbilUi : It is not only becaufe he is a river of froasj^ 
but, as ^JMiitt remaikc, becaule it is in defence of a naa that 
was deiccnded ^rom a brother River Cod : He was angrv too with 
jicbilUs OB anodMT Account, becaufe be bad thoalcfd ^f bis ctmneqC 
with the bodies of hit co^oynien, tfaeT>^<Mf. 

The 
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Thefoa^fff/<^<?if> 4whofeJ(oftyJiiie' :->:.'. '" 
Flows from the fource of Jlxiui^ fii^eaoi diyine^ j 
iFfir P^r/3^a*s Jove the Qod bad ^mwnldy , ., 
With all his reflueait w^f^Br^tCM^piMt^'oan^i . ., >^ 

On \i\aiAchtUHti^K:A\ ^^i^\^9(0&^ ■ ; . - 
And (hook twQ| ^pir^i^ . ftdT»ficmg frofi , Ae Aa^di 
The 9^ ilAfdlM hisi/ ^ AOa^rr i^^ 
.T* avenge his waloriditek'd Wi^ hdip»<»rittd» 
Nearfiteth0/4rew»Hi^dMCri^thia8'bcgftft. 1^5 

Who, orfrolBildieiutcrf Uahipp^iittltfSik^p 

Whofe fon jtectfuatm ttir fefiftkft jpt;. 

•^ : p fon of Film I wbtt iavaib to-ttaoe 

(Reply'd the warrior): ^ar.itt<ift{iiQtf9 \v^i i J«> 

From rich.Aoflii;^^ vialte^ JiOQiMPiwi 

Arms with ^90Md«d^elsv fln^ natnre banil 1 

^ .V. 171. Fiw» r/Vi& Paroiua*j«*»^^/.] 'In the CatalcfKue Pyr/Rck^ 
fimi it iaid to be commander of the PaonianSf where they are de- 
icribed M bow-mea } buc heie t4kgr ivc faid ^o he acuaood with (fwa, 
and to have Jijieropaus for their general* Eujfatbius tells us, fomo 
critieks affeited thaBt:xfais line in the Cat, t« J5j^ 

followed 

i|fiif^'leeBor9^a^rTnc1i^^4^^^ Hom^ has e^reQy told as 

|n t^s ijjeyh Qi^t U waa hut leg ^vi^ ^W he came to the aid of 
jtrfS'i Bc imght pe mde een(MraI,f»rtne Pdwtiartt upon the deadi of 
gX^^k^ ^^ ^^^ 25 <:hf $^(mish book. "Why 9!^ m'^ 

0f tbe MW wd ttte IpMr? . ^ ^^^ 

.i- I 4 
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Now Ciinct the tendi bright noorning fince I came 

Id aid of /2wi to die fidds of fiune: 

Axtm^ who fwdb widi dl the neighboring rSk^ i ^ 

And wide around the floated region fills. 

Begot nay fire, whofe ^pear fuch glory won: 

Mow lift thy am, and try that hero's Ton! 

Threatening he faid: The hoftile chiefs adnmce; 
At once ^^iri^^m/dtfchaigM each lance, i^ 

(For both his dext'rooa hands the hace coold widd) 
One firack, bat piercM not the FuUamaM fludd; 
One nz^dJiM/ts* hand; the fpooting blood 
Span forth, in earth the Men'd weapon flood. 
Like lightning next the Pi&'nM jav'ltn flies: ite 

Ju erring fary Ufs'd along the ikies : 
J>eep in the fwelling bank was drhr^h the fpear, 
£v*n to the middle eanhM ; and quiverM there. 
Then from hb fide the fword Pe/idej drew. 
And on his foe with doubled fary flew. I9f 

The foe thrice tugg*d, and fliook the rooted wood; 
Repulfive of his might the weapon flood : 

V. 187. Dtep in ibtftoetting lank wot dnv\ the Jjpear, 
^ > B^^HHtbtmiddkHtt^b'd, ] 

It was inpoflible for the poet to pre us t abater idea of the ftieni^ 
of AebiUi, than be has by this circumftance : His fpear pierced io 
4eep into the ground, that another hero of great ftiength could not 
difengage it by repeated efforts j but immediatelv after, j/itbltln dxaun 
it with the utmoft eafe i How prodigious was mt fdrce of that aim 
fj^. could drive at one throw, n fpear half way into the earth, aad 
nSk with a touch lelcaie it .^«. 

The 
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The foarth, he cries to break the ^peir in vaini 

Bent as he ihuods, he tomblei to the plain ;^ ' - 

His belly 0|pen'd with a ghafUy wound, * l^j; 

The reeking entrails pour upon the ground* 

Beneath the hero's feet he panting lies. 

And his eye darkens, and his fpirit flies: 

While the prood vidor thus triamphing (aid. 

His radiant annonr tearing from the dead : «o# 

80 ends thy glory ! Soch the fate they prove 
Who ftrive prefumptuous with the Tons of yove» 
Sprang from a River didft thon boaft thy line. 
Bat great Sidumim is the (borce of mine. 
How durft thoa vaunt thy wat'ry progeny } 205 

OlPdtMSt jEdiou, and Jew, am I; 
The race of thcfe iupenor far to thofe, 
jb he that thunders to the flream that flows. 
What rivers can, Scamandtr might have fliown; 
Bat J^mi he dreads, nor wan againft his ion. aio 

EvVi JekiUitt might contend in vain. 
And all the roaring billows of the main . 
Th* eternal Ocean, from whofe fountains flow 
Thefeas, therivers^ and thefprtng^below^ 
The thaad*riag voice of Jovi abhors to-hcUp zt^ 

Mad in his deep abyfles fliaket with fear. 

He (aids then from the bank his jav^Sn tors^ 
And lefi the hrathlefi warrior in his gpre» 
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The floating tides the bloody catca^ lave. 
And beat agaidft it, ^vavefuCceeding wave; ** 220 

''Till rollM betweeh the banki, k Kes the food • ^ 
Of curling eels, and ^(hes of the flood.*'^ '' ' ' 

All fcatter*d roond'the ftream {their nughtieft (hin) 
Th* ama^'d P^onians fcoor along the plain : 
Pe vents his'fai'y on the flying crew, * 225 

^irafius^ Jftyfylus^ zsA Mnefustv^f \ 
Mydon^ TherfildchuSf with ^m'xrj fell ; • ' 
And nui&bers more his lance had plungM to hell ; 
But from the bottom of his gulphs profound, 
Scamaftder fpoke ; the fliores returned the found. 230 

O firfl of mortals f (for the Gods are thine) 
In valour matchlefs, and In force divine 1 
If yiw/ have giv'd thee ev'ry TroJaM head, 
'Tis not on A6 thy rage fliould heap the dead. 
Stel my ichoakM'tlreams no more their couHb can keep, 235 
^l4br roll thelk* wonted tribute to the deep. ' 
Ture then, impctooiisf from our injured llodd : ' ' 
Content, thy flau^htcrs could amaze a'Cod. ' ' 

In hnmaVifortn confefsM before his ejes" 
The river thfis ; and dius the Chi^ replies. ' 240 

<6HtLcrtd ItMtti I thy word we fhall obey f 
But not *iill fr^the defltnM vengeance pay, ' 
J^ot 'till WTtfein her tow'rs the peijlir'd train 
Shall pant, andtronble at our innv agains^ - 

'^■^ ' Not 



y Google 



JB<iak JCKI. BQ ME ICi\ ILTAB. w^ 

|<9ot ^tiM proad; ttif 0v #Mrdiaii 4>f her MH, 345 

Or iliin tlBfriitt^ or fiM illriw2^i M. 

He faiS'i andidboi^e withJfmx on the to^ . 

Then to the QoliMUtdf ^iiyerboir . ' r. 

The yellow Fkidd bcpii.: Ofosof >«»/^ 1 ^ 

Wjtf not the owariartr of the Sire abeve \ .'^5^ 

Full and exprefs \ tM ^^^ ihoidd cniiiloy:. ^ ;^' ^ 

His (acred arrows Jb defake of ^^ 

And mate' Mr ooo^QCffy ^1^11 JfypiHm^ &V < 

In awful da^tteit hide Ae £k» of ail ? 

He fpoke in ^rain*^— *febe chief wkhoot difaej^ 855 

Ploughs thro* the boiling fwge his defp^rate wajr.* 

Then aifing in his lage abore the ihorety 

From all his de^ tfaelbelloimg fivei roera^ 

Huge heaps of flain difgorges on the coaft, 

'Andrpund tfae^banks The gfaafliy dead sire toft; 26# 

•While all h^Sm^^ the biliowe lAsg'd oin hi^ 

t< A wat*fy bulwark) ikreen the bands who %» 

.fHom Iwftiog on- hi$ hea^ w\th ttkund'rii^ .&i»d. 

The ftUtog delate whelms the heto round : 



V.s^. N9w*iurjlmg <m bis b$mt, Kee.] That km^rmkm^ 
ia. tbe 'verfificatioii of this whole poflagff io Bonurr. Some.<of cly! 
f^Sa vMk ^oa^r f^ t/^^ foeoroov like the toncot thqr dciqribe$ 
•then by their' broken cadeoces, and fudden Hops, iiosige the diflU 
cttlty, labour and interruptton of the heroes xnaith agsdnft it. Tito 
-fiSi of the elm, the teartilg up of th« bank/ die Mfliioe of the 
branches in the water; are aH pas into futeh wwiM, thae klmaft 
cirery letter corrd^ads ia its fomi, mimkmt9 ths tmA, oimA 
ftrtKuhr. 

z »» 
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HisloidcdihicIdbeMlttotlleJaAngtide^ 365 

Hkieety apborsyicirce die ifwg flood dnyc^' .:*r^ - 

Slidd*riiig» and fisfS'riog. Ondiebocdkrfioo^ 

Ji ^reading dm, that ofcriiong the fioodf 

He frn'd'^A bctodiog hoagb, his ftept to flayi 

Tht plant oprootcdto hit weighi fare wif, 170 

Heavbg the baok» ond^imdcramiDgjdl ; 

Loud flafii tbe watoy to die mfluDgiiiiB 

Of the diick fdiage. The Jarge tnmfc ^piaf *d 

BridgM the roagh flood aciob^ The hero flairVI 

On this hia weight, and raised opoii^his hand, '-^7$ 

LeapM from the chand, and legainM the bod. . 

Then bltckenM the wild wares ; the monntar rofit ; : . . 

The God parfacsy 9 hager h^w throwt. 



V. A74. BfiJ^U ibi nugb fmi lur^-^-^^} If we had bo other 
accooDt of the river Xantbus but this, it wtre alone jfofficient to fliew 
tlat the anne»t could not be very wide; for the poet here &yt that 
the.dh& ibetched from bank to bsu^, and as it were made a bridge 
•Mr its The foddcaaelt of this immdatioii pcrfeftly wtB^agrtes 
inth ^aairow river. 

V. ^76^. Legfdfhm the chamei.'} Emjtatbhu recites a critic i fin on 
ffttt verit \ in the original die word Aif4»i| fignifies Stspum^ P^ht, 
ttfimiding water I now this is certainly contrary to the idea of a river, 
which always implies a current: To folve this, fays that author, 
ibmc have fappofed that the tree which lay acro(s the river ftopped 
the lloMr 'of the waters, and forced them to ipread as it were into 
• pool. Others, difiatisfied with this folotion, think that a miftake 
if crept into the Text, and that inftead of ix Atfinjc, ihould be 
iaierted f« AtiiK* But I do not fee the neceflTity of having recoarfie 
to cither of thefe folutions } for why may not the .word Aiftim fig- 
^ here the cbawel of the river, as it evidently doe^ in the 317th 
wtie? And nothing bein^ mere oommon than to fubftitute a part 
§M the whole, why may not the chanct be i«ippoied to imply the 
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JivA borfls die btafc, ■■i>iricim:te dcflroy 
TheiDiiiwlio<eFiiiyistk»Fi^of 7i«^»> ^< : ^tftpit 
^e, like the. wiirl&e a^ ipecds bit pic^ 
(Swiftdl and ft|Ppog«ft 0f tb' aciM nee) 
Far at a fpear cattily, ^ii^fpnag^ 
At ev'iy bound % bit cbmgiog armoar riag^ 
Now bere, now tbtse, ba lataa on ev*iy fid^ ^t^ 

Aod windt bit coorfit jbcfbie die foBo«fii^'Cid«i ' 
Tbe warct flow after, , wbereToe^er, be wbcelt. 
And gadier fi|ft, and mormar at bis hfid^ 
So wben a pcji^ to bit garden l^gp 
Soft rills of water (torn tbe bubbling -^'ags, ' • a^ 

And callt tbe^Aoodt from big^, to bleft l|iabow*ft 
And feed witb pregnant ftreams t)ie pbmtt and ipw^m 
Soon as be dears wbate*er tbeir paflage iUid, 
And marks tbe futore carrenr witb bis fpad^ 



. V. 089. S» mfbmafeafm t§ hisgarde9 hriwp, Ac.] This thm^^ 
gifig of the character is ▼ery beaatiful : No poet ever kaciv^ iiiot 
tUmer^ to oaft from die Tenement and the ncrvooty to the {pntJe 
and agreeable ; fuch tninfitionfl^ when properly made, give a ^rngmlit 
pleafore, at when in mufick a mafter paflet from the rough to tti« 
tq^er. Dtmetrius Fbskrtui, who only prailes this comparifon for 
its cleamefty has not fufficiently recommended its beauty and v^j^ 
Firgil hat transfer^ it into hit firft book of the GnrgUh^ ▼<v^o6» , 

DaxJe fatis Jhnnttm indudt, rtuoffui fepienieti 
Et cum exuftut oner witruMtibu*' gt/hut btrhn^ 
Ecee fvfercilh cliv^ tramtU undam 
Elicits Ills iadtiu rmam fer Uvim mmwtut 
isxg dtt, fmubriffm srmm itmftnt «rcw« 
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Swift o'er the re(^lftg |)*Uei,' ^(mh Ait ^ifis' 295 

cLouder and loud^ puH dM^dUng^riUs, ' - 

Before him fcaMTfi^, tbef pi^^riem^^ pi^ 
And (hine in maz^ ^UrMdViiig^ oW ^ ^lain^ ^ - 

Still flies Jcbilles^^ boihtlhftt kis eyea ^ , . . 
Still fwilt Sctmdndtr TtXk^'httet\x he lies : . 360^ 
1^^t an his ^peed efcapM ^ rapid floods; • 
The £rft #f nieQ« but not a match for Gods. 
Oft* as he tortfd the torrent to opp^JTe, '- 

And bravely try if all thcT)oNprV8 Were Ibes j •" ^ 
So oft* the furge, in wat*ry moantftins f^read, 305 

i^t on his back, or barfb upon his head. - 
Yet dadntltfs ftifl the adrerie Hood he braves^ 
And ftil( indignant bounds above ihe wav^ 
Tir*d by the tides, his knees .relax with t<rfl ; - 
Wafh*d from beneath him Aides the iltmy foil; -310 

When thus (his eyes on heavVs expanfion thrown) 
-Fevth burftB tfte hero with an angry groatil 

II the«e no God JchiiUs to befriend, 
No pow*r t* avert his miferable end ? 
Prevent, oh Jonje! this ignominious date, 315 

And mike my future life the fport of Fate. 
Of all hea?r'a'8 oracles believ'd in vain, 
But mod of Theth^ muft her fon complain ; 
By Vhoehui^ darts ihe propbefy*d my fall» 
In glorious atms before the TVfl/W wa»r 32a 

^ > I Ohf 
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<}h ! had I 6fA in fidHf of battdwAroi^ 

StretchM Itkeakero/ by afaero'^sarmf. ^ 

Idight HeUor's fpcar this daundefr bofem tcncf, . - 

^AtA my fwift foul oTcrtske inyfladghtCT'd fticniff 

Ah no! -r/r^///«incct^afhaiiicftillfatc, - '325 

Oh how unworthy of the brave and great! 

V. 321. Oi& bfd I d^d infields of battel warm I &c.] Nothing 
as fore agreeable tfaim ^9 »r«k «• 8he lieMick^4Sktfadcr.|>eiAs»^^ 
Glory is his prevailing paffion j, Jic^i^eve* not that he nyift die) b^t 
that he ihould die uiffike a nian of honour. ^r^7 has made vie of 
the fame thought in ihe feme circumftapoe, where 4^S:«^i is in dai»» 
ger of being drowned, Mn, x. v. 98. 



-0 ter^e quaterque heati. 



^ueis ante or a fairum Trojae fiA mtenthit ahh 
Contigit ff^enl ihnam Jmrfimi gnth. i 
^ydid^ mene lliofh occumkere camf'is 
Nonfdtuijpit tuaqueanimambanc effunderedextraf * 

Lucan in the fifth book of his Bbarjatia, rcprefenting Cajar in the 
fame drcumftance, has (i thinkO carried yet farther the dnmiaer of 
ambition^ 9^ a boundlefs thirfl of clory, |n his hero; vAeo, after 
he has repined in the fame manner vniti AcbiVet, he acquiefces at laft 
inihe ftfleaion of tJlic gleagr he ha4 i^Wafl^ tfiuiMj 



Fe/Hn^tta dies fofis, fat majpia per^i^ 
Arfioas domui gentesi Inimica fuhegi 
Arma manu. : Vidit ^Magnum mihi Roma fttuttdttm. 

And only WJAes that his cbfcure fate might be concealed, in'the vifw 
^ aU the wpii4 i^i^t ^ ^ »i^ {xpe<i him. - 



-Launm retrmti \ead»veff 



Fhdibus in mediixi d^nt sfihi hyfia, rpgufqtu^ . 
bum metuar fem^er^ tethraque exfUmfab mni^ " 
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XSkt ((mt Tile fwftiii, whom on a niny day, 
Croffing a ford, the torrent fweeps away, 
Ao aarcgarded carcafe to the Tea. 

Nf^mm aad Pallas hafte to bis relief, 3 39 

AoA thus is human form addreft the chief: 
The pow*r of Ocean firft. Forbear thy fisar. 
Oh {oaUPeliu*! Lo thy Gods appear! 
Behold! fiom 7^^ ^^^^^g ^ thy aid, 
PrqMtioiit Niphmi, and the falue-eyM maid«, . 33J; 

Stay, and the furioas flood (hall ceafe to rave: 
*Ti8 not thy fate to g^ot his angry wave. 
But thou, the counfel heav*n fuggefts^ attend ! 
Nor breathe from combate, nor thy fword faQtend, 
Till Tfvf recdre her flying fens, *tiIlaU 340 

Her rooted fqaadrons pant behind their waU: 
HiSor alone fluU ftand his fttal chance, 
And HiSor't blood fliall finoke upon thy lance. 
Thine is the glory doomed. Thus ^pake the Gods: 
Then fwift afccnded to the bright abodes. 345 

Stoi^ widi new ardonr, thos by heaven impelled. 
He i^rings impetuous, and invades the field: 
O'er all th* expanded plain the waten fpread ; 
Heav*d on the bounding billows dancM the dead» 
Floating *midft fcatter*d arms ; wUIe caiques of gett 3^ 
And tnm*d npbodden glitter'd as diey rolPd. 
High o*er the furging tide, by leaps and bounds 
He wafa, mid moanlsi the pasted wave reCoosdi* 



Met 



dbyGoogk 



Book XXL HOMER^i ILIAD. ac^ 

Kot a whole rhrer flqps the liero^s coorfe* 

Whlk PalUu fillt him with iomortal fbtce. 3 55 

With equal rage indignant Xamthus roan, 

/nd lifts hit billows^ and o^enthdnw his ihores. 

Then thus to Simois: Hafte, my brother Aood ! 
And check this mortal that controuls a God ; 
Our braveft Heroes elfe fhall quit the fight, 36^ 

And liiou tumble from her tow*ry height. 
C^ then thy fubjed ftreams, and bid them roar. 
From all thy fountains fwell thy wat*ry (lore« 
With broken rocks, and with a load of dead 
Charge the Uack furge, and pour it on his head% 36$ 
Mark how re£(Ue(s thro' the floods he goes. 
And boldly bids the waning Gods be foes I 
Snt nor that force, nor form divine to fight 
Shall ought avail him, if our rage unite: 
Whelmed under our dark golphs thofe arms fliall tie, 37^ 
That blaze fo dreadful in each Tn^ eye ; 
And deep beneath a (andy mountain hurl*d, 
ImmersM remain this terror of the world; 
Soch ponderous roin (hail confound the place, 
^o Greek fhall e>r his periih^d relicks grace, 37$ 

No hand his bones (hall gather, or inhume ; 
Thefe his cold rites, and this his wat*ry tomb. 

He (aid i and on the chief defcends amain. 
Increased with gore, and fwelling with the ilain. 

' >^ ' Thctt 
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Then iDurinVingdmai>fait i»6s».'fae^Us, ktikms^ . ^$h 

^qdafoam whiMM6n:diefiiri>l»i«rtet: ; " 

At ev*ry ftep, b^te»i^ft&ijU^ ftonl 

The cnmC»» £<tg4»; n^iAM^A bun ;iriik'Uobd. 

Fear to|Cb'«tltW.iC^tfeA]C»f.4iieav?n-: Ske/tw, <Bfiiia^U 

£hecairdalQ(4;>and:(iiifn«»Qnl4r4/a^ 51% 

c ^ ilife to the ^par f th* mfukiiig'flobd tequircs.' 1 

Thy wafteful arm t AfiemU« att^thy fires ! 

While to,<|i«ir. 4k),: ty:oiH'<9i||lim<|iin>^ - J 

Ra(h the fwia jei^fWmi^4;.i%e 

Thefe from (^ Qcfianat giy wprd ihall'bk^w, 390 

^rthe.fodiocrr^it^oii Ae^Vy.-fee/: • ) 

Corfes and arifM 10 ^ne fcrig^ xvUn-m^^ 

AndhiffingrivtotPi*Qi:^lfMiP0i«m. : 

Go, mighty iq th)r oigaj :dir|ik|r.thy:ppr*< 

Drink the whole A90d« iht cuifiktkng ifttiikirodr, 99$ 

£corch all the banks 1 «id (*i!iUoiir voice aadaim) 

Exert th' unwearyV] foriet of tK& darnel 

The Pow'r Jg^nipoteiat .iicr #^ord obeys : 
Wide o*er the plain be poors tba b^DnMeis biasci 
At once conOsm^ tbe dead# and dries the UAi 400 

And the (hrunk watens in their cbanel boU : 
As when autamnal B^tbos iweeps the tfltj. 
And inftant blows che watered gardens ^ : 



S# 
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While Vu/can brcafh'd the^ fiery klafk arpiu^r ; * -fpj 
Swift on tjif feidgy x^ds; the tuin pr^i: .v ; . ' . :. 
Along the margiii wli^^ the nynio^bl^i^^ 
The trees in flaming rows to »(kes Xiitt, . i cc. 

Tb^ Aow'ry Lofos, and th^ T^fiflc bum. : .1: 

Broad elm, and cypreis riling in 9 fpirei ^ '>4lf| 

The watVy willows hift before the fif^ , ,7. 

Now glow thf AY^yfJs, ;the <fl^c? i^rtriiajf.br««b* ; : i 
Theeels^ieuviftJQgln^bep^ga.oCieatfcjt ; l.L .j; \ 
$Io|^ flounce aloft, jaow dive the fcaly ifryi , . j ,- '' 
Or gafping, tui>i U»eir beUie9 to ib^Jkyp . . ' 4^f 

At length the 9ver feajr'd his languid bfifA, ^ . 
And thus, ihort-j^^jg, >o. AeQodibfeftid^ r:: o / : 
Oh r^^/c/m/ 0])! what p»vVrefiftt^:il]|btf 
^ |(i^nt, I fink, mquai td^J|Kbl^<Tv-«*<^ 



©riginal, v. 355. • 

The epithet ^nm t9 Vuicam in this >ferft <v 'weU at in "the 3<7th9 
\Hf0fri^i« iroK^poro?, has no fort of aUufion to the aftion d^crib'd { 
For what has his tvifdm or knowledge to do Mfith burning up the ritre^ 
Xantbus f This is wfual in . our autbor> and much ^claimed againft 
by his modern antagonifts, whom Mr. Boileau very well ai^fwers. 
** It is not fo ftranft m M^mr to give tbefe epithets to perfons upon 
" occ»fions which s^ have no reference to thenj j the fj^me is frc- 
" qucnt in modern languages, in which we call a man by the name 
** of S^imi, when me fpcak of any aiSboa of his that hat «ot tliB 
<* kaft fe^md to hit fimffiiyt At when we fsLj, for t 
** St. Faui held the ^mtamU of tho£i «l«> 4oacd &L i 
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lyidd LctJZmr/all; if Fate decree 42P 

Ak«— bend no more thy fiery arms on me ! 

He ceas*d ; wide conflagration blazing roond ; 
The bobbling waters yield a biffing found. 
As when the flames beneath a caldron rife. 
To mek the hx of fonie rich facrifice. 
Amid the fierce embrace ofcirding fires 
The waten foam, ^ heavy fau)ak afpjres : 
80 boils the impriibn^d flood, forbid to flow. 
And choak*d with vapours^ feds his bottom glow. 
To Jum then, imperial Qaeen of Air, 430 

The bonung Rifer ionds hi» eameft pnyX 

Ah why» Saiurma! mofl thy fon engage I 

Me» only me^ with an his wafleful rage ? 
On other Gods hb dmuifal arm employ, 
FormughtierGodsaflertthecaofeofTfvf. 435 

Subfflifllve I defift, if thoa command. 
But ah ! withdraw thb all deflroying hand. 



V«4a4. ^ when the fmm hemath m tMm rifi.'J U k m» 
•oflible to render literally fach pa^et with tny tolerable beairtyi 
Tbeic ideas ;eaa never be made to fliii^ mEngijb^ hmns ^mtia^ 
Untm cannot be orefenred ; but the Creek lanyay pvei them bJtn^ 
t^ wordt are aobie and Inufical. , .^ 

*n$ ^1 Tupn^ ^frlv^cy iTeuyofAtfOf wtft ve^Xy^, ' .,, 

narroOir afi^cXa^y vttq ^ (liXei mdyxcua aiiVdu. ^. 

All therefore that can be c^eded from a trmflater is to prefab 
the meaning of the fimile, and enbeUi& it with f<bae wordt t^ 
affinity that carry nothing low in the knk^mismaA. ; w -i> .mj; 

Hctf 
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JHear then my folemn oath, to jrield to Fate ^ . , 
Unaided JZrmr, and her deftio'd ftate, ,, .^ . 

*Till Greea ihall gird her with deflniaive flaair, 44« 
And in one ruin fink the Tr^Mn name. 
His warm intreaty touched ^aAifniM*s ear: 

She bade tb* Ignipotent hn mge fofbear» 

Recall the flame, nor in a mortal cudp 

ItiM. a God: Th' obedient flame wididiaws: 445 

Again, the branching flreamt begin to %ead. 

And foft re-mnrmor in their wonted bed. 

Wha« 



V. 447. jM ftft rt-murmur in ihmtr vtot$Ud M.] Mc«e «n<lt the 
-t^fode of the rvvtr-frbt ; and I moft here lay before the ise^der my 
thoughts upon the whole of it : Which appears to be in fait an al- 
Icgorvy and in part a true hiftory. NpthLig can (tve a beuer idea 
4>f Amer\% manner of ealivening his insmimate machines, and of 
making the plaineft and fimpleft Incidents aoUe and poetical, than 
to confider the whole paiTage in the common hiftorical icafe, which 
I fuppofe to be no more than this. There happened a great overflow 
of the river Xantbus during the £ege, which very much inccmmode4 
the Aflailants : This gave occafion fgr the fiAioa of an engagement 
between Atbti&s and the River-God : Xanthut calling Simois tf afiift 
him^ implies that thefe two neighbouring rivers joined in the inan- 
4ation : Psltas and Neftum relieve Acbi&s ; that is, P^ffas, or the 
vtifiem of Acii/les, found fome means to divert the waurs, and turn 
them into the^af ; wherefore Neptune, the God of h, is feigned t» 
aiSa him* Jufiter zmijuno (by which are underltood ^aerial 
regions,) content to aid AcbiUa \ that may £gntfy» that after this 
great flood there happened a warm, dry, windy feaiba, which af- 
^ag^ the waters, and dried the ground : And what makes this H 
a Jhanner plain, is, that J^miw (which fignifies the tdry (>romifcs to 
lead die mtib and wep windi to diftrefs the river. XBtttbut being 
coniumed hjyukan^ that is, dried up with heat, pr^ to Jtino to 
relieve him:: What is this, but that the drought tiavmg drunk up 
luslbeams, he has recouirfe to the ii/> for rains to re-fupply his cur- 
itat? Or, perhaps the whole may fignify no mor% than thitAciiOH. 
being on the fnrther iide of the river, plunged himfelf in to pwrfue 
thccaony | that ia thit adTcatace he rua the nik of being drowimd^ 
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WhUc thefef^by TWw's Witt tke ^ffe refign, ^ 

The warring Gods iii»t«^ iMMMIitfoft Joiiii > 
Itef kindliig mge^ch hetr^nliK brettH i^rms ; - 450 
With horrid clangor Ihock'd dt* a^difereal ^hm ^ 
Hetv'n in lood'^^ttrodte bids die thittipet (bond; 
And wide beneath them grp^ the rencBnj^groamf, 
J9ve^ as hit fporty thedreadM fcene dbftarib, 
9Ud views contending Godr ^^WHn cardeft eyer. 45$ 



t^it to fave himfclf Kc faid hold oft a fallen tree, wMch Served to 
Ibatp Him a-float ; that he was ftill carried down the ftream to the 
f lace where was the confluence of the two rivers fwhich is cxp ie fl ed 
by the one calling the other to his aid) and that whei^ ^ came n^^itr 
the fea \N^ne\ he fotmd^ means' by his prtd^ce [P^/^M^'to £ive 
ki^felf m>m his daitger. 

If the reader ftfU ftooM think, the fiAlon of riVer^ peaking and 
flgfating is tok> hdid/ the objedHch will vaniih by cohfidering how 
much the heathen mythology aiithoriacs the repreferitition ofiJtrets at 
peribos-: Nay, even in old biAorians nothing is more comm«n than 
Hories of rapes committed by RIver^Gods ; and. the fiAion wras no way 
unpreceden^, after one of the fame nature fo wdl knolfrn^ as the 
^ngagenkent bletween HhruUt and the river Acbehmx, 

■* * 

V. 454. Jove, asbhfidrt, tbtdnadfvl fiene defirioy 
jinii views conttnding Cods with c4weUp ^«»]i 

I 'was at a lofii for the reafon "why Jupiter is faid to (mile at thf 
Jifcord of the Gods, till I found it in Sufiatbius ; Jufiter, fays he^ 
who is the lord of nature, is well pleafed with the war of the Cods^ 
that is, of earth, fea, and air, &c. becaufe the hamnony of all beings 
arifes from that difcord; Thus earth is oppofite to water, air toeart^ 
and water t« them all ; and yet from this opppfition arifes that dil- 
jcordant concord by which all nature fubfiffs. Thus heat and €olc(^ 
fnoift and dry, are in a continual war,, yet upon this depends %^t fer« 
tility of the earth, and the beauty of the creation. So that Jufiter, 
who according to the Cneks is the foul of all^ may well be iaid tf 
^fiaik at this cootcntion. 
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ThtpowV-of battckis6iMs:bm»enffitiMr» * 

And firil afiaults th9'MdiA«C<]i^tn of Wm, . :../..* 

What moY^.lbjiLq||d«#(^i .thitt^^qtd^f-i^itiK 
Ethereal minds, aqi mte aU hcay'o Ufc^ht? i \ 

What wgikforthts^ wbea iftthy franticb mood ^^ 

Thou drov^il: a mortal to infult a God; t «&;; ^ o JJbc J 
Thy impious hand 7y<//Vr/ jav'lin boie,-. n V^cioi'i ^j'T 
And madly bath'd it in celeftial gore. ; . *- * /v '*} f. : A 

He fpoke, and fmbte the loud -refunding (hield, ' I 
Which beari y^me't thunder on its dreadful field ; ^^ 
The adamantine j^gis of her Sire, 
That turns the glancing bolt, and forked fire.' -im :>? ^tm 
Then hjcav'd the Goddefs in her mighty hand : -trfVi^-X 
A flonc, the limit of the neigh b'ring land, ^.^^^y^ ^ •i--^ * 
^ ft-tr ^•nn^.n?^ -fill : ...H-)^ ->«"«; 

V. 456. *Tbe pGWer of haitels^Scc,} The combate of Mars and 
Pailas is plainly allegorical : Jufticc and Wifdom demanded that an 
end fliould be put to this terrible war : The God of war oppofes 
this, but is worfted. Euflatbius fays that this, holds forth the op- 
pofition of rage and wifdom j and no fooner has our reafon fub'iucd 
one temptation, but another fucceeds to reinforce it, a 9 Femt fuc-i 
tours Mars, The poet feems farther to infinuate, that Reafon when 
irrcfifts a temptation vigoroufly, eafily overcomes it : Su it is with 
the utmoft facility, that Pallas conquers both Mars and Fenus, He 
adds, that Paiks retreated from Mars \n order to conquer him : this 
fliews us, that the beft' way to fubdue a temptation is to retreat from 
it. 

V. 46S. Then beav'd the Goddefs in her mighty band 
^^ Apne.Scc.J f 

The poet has dcfcribed many of his heroes in former parts of His 
poem, as throwing ftones of enormous bulk and weight ; but here 
be fifes ia his image : He is defcribing a goddePs, and has found a 

way 
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Tkere fixM firom ddeft dmes; Uidc, craggy, vift : 470 

Tkk, It the hciv'nly komidde Ae caft, 

Thand*ring lie ftlk; a umIs of monAroos fist. 

And fev^n brbad acKi co<vcn as he Hei. 

The ftamiin^ firoke fait ftobbom serves mrixmnd; 

Load o*er the fields his ringing ams leibiBid : 475 

The foornfol Dame iKfconqo^ views with faiie% 

Jkod ^orying thus, the prpftrate God levila. ' 

Haft Ooo not yet, Infiuiate fiiry ! known 
{Sow tu jamtr^d'ifosct tranfoendn thf own ? 



wty to flttke thtt Moa excel aU hiMMa length, and be cqiial to t 

^f'm? has imitated this ipifTa^ ik hit tKcelfth book, and applied 
•it to Tmrmtti but I can*t lielp tkiolcJn| that the a^ion in a mortal is 
fomewhat extravagantly iflBagrned 1 Ww principally rehden it fo, is 
an addition of two lines to this fimile wluch he borrows from ano- 
ther part of Homer, only with this ^flerence, that whereas Homer 
fxjft no two men coold railc ibch a Hone, Fir^l extends It to tweWt. 

S axum eirfumfficit ingem, 
Saxum, antiquum^ ingem, <ampo quod fartf jacclatg 
Limfis Mgro fofius^ Utom nt difiemeret arw, 

-^There js a beauty in the repetition of faxum itigem, in the lecond 
line ; it makes us dwell upon the image> and girfs us kifure to 
confider the vaftaeis of the .ftonc :) The other two lines 41c as 
ibilowj 

Vix illud, le&i hU fm <€r9U* fiihirmiiy 
Slualia nunc bominum firoduck wrfwr^ teUia, 

May I be allowed to thmk too, they are not fo well introduced in 
yirgil? For it is juft after Tumus is defcribed as weakenM and 
oppveiTed with iears and ill omens | it exceeds probability j and 
liumutf roethinks, looks more like a knight-errant in a fomanct^ 
than a hero in an epic poem. 
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ytma, whomthoorebdilioiiadar'ftwithftand, 480 

Correfls thy folly thus by Pa/ias' lund ; 
Thus meets thy broken faith with juft difgrace, 
Amd partial aid to Troy's perfidious race. 

The Goddefs fpbke, and tum*d her eyes away, 
Tbatbetming roOTid, diffused cdeftial day. ^g- 

7jwe^s Cjfprian dsiaghter, ftooping on the land, 
Cent to the wounded God her tender hand : 
Stowly he rifcs, fcarcely breaths with pain, 
And^ropt^on her fair arm, forfafces the plam. 
This the briglrt Emprefs of the hear'ns foirey'd, 490 
An4 fcoffiog,^ Aus, to War's viaorioua makl. 

Laf what an aid on M/^r/s fide is feen ! 
The Smiles and Loves unconquerable Qgeen f 
Mark with what infolencei in open view. 
She moves : Let Pai/as, if fhe dares, purfoe- 495 

ikf/w^rvtf fmiiing heaid, the piwr oe'rtook, 
Aiid ilightly on Jxer breaft the wanton ftrook : 
She, unrefiftiog, feU; (her fpirits fled) 
On WHthtogetficr lay the lovers fpread. 
And like thefe heroes, be the fate of all fo©. 

(Minerva cries) who. guardthe Tr^n wall f 

To Gr^r/W Gods fuch let the P;Sr)^^//»» be, 
So dread, £0 fierce, as rewsis to me; 

Then from the loweft ftone ihaU Trof be mov'd— 

Thus flic, and Jnw with a fmUe appiov'd. 505 

>^°^^- K.^ Meantime, 
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ai8 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book XXI. 

Meantime, to mix in more than mortal fight. 
The God ^f Ocean dares the God of Light. 



V. 507. The God of Ocean dares tbt God of Light, 1 The interview 
between Neptune and Apollo is very judicioufly in this place enlarged 
upon by our author* The poem now draws to a condufion j the 
Trojans are to be punifhed for their perjury and violence : Homo" ac- 
coniingly with a poetical juftice fums up the evidence againft them, 
and reprcfents the very founder of Trey as an injurious pedTon. There 
have been federal references to this ftory fince the beginning of the 
poem, but he forbore to give it at large till near the end of it | that 
it might be fre/h upon the memory, and ihew, the Trojans deierve 
the punifhment they are going to fuifer. 

EuftatLius gives the reafon why Apollo afllfts the Trojans, tho' he 
had been equally with Neptune dSixontt^ hyLaomedon: This proceeded 
from the honours which Apollo received frcm the poftcrity oi Laome- 
don i Troy paid him no left worflup than CiHoj or Tenedes ; and by 
thel'e me;ms won him over to a forgivcnefs : But Neptune ftill was 
flighted, and confequently continued an enemy to the whole race. 

The fame author gives us various opinions why Neptune is (aid to 
have built the Trojan wall, and to hive been defrauded of his Wages : 
Some fay that La^medon facrilegioufly took avfy the trcafures out of 
the temples of Apollo and Neptune, to carry on the fortifications ; 
from whence it was fabled that Neptune and Apollo built the walls. 
Others will have it, that two of the workmen dedicated their wages 
to Apollo and Neptune ; and that ha^medon detained thetn : fo that he , 
might in fome lenfe be faid to defraud the deities thcmfelves, by 
with-holding what was dedicated to their temples. 

The reafon why Apollo is /aid to have kept the herds of Laomedou^ 
IS not fo clear. Eufiathius obferves that all plagues firft feife upon 
the four-footed creation, and are iuppofed to arife from this deity ; 
Thus Apollo in the firft book fends the plague into the Grecian army ; 
the ancients therefore made him to prefide over cattel, that by preferviog 
them from the plague, mankind might be fafe from infedlious difeafes. 
Others tell us, that this employine|it is afcribed to Apollo^ becaufe he ' 
fignifies the fun : Now the fun cloaths the paftures with grals and 
herbs ; fo that Ap^lh may be laid himfelf to feed the cattel, by fap- 
plying them with food. Upon either of thefe accounts L^emr^/off mw 
be faid to be ungrateful to that deity, for raifmg no temple to his 
honour. 

It is obfervable that Homer, in this ftory, afcribes the building of 
the wall to Neptune only : I fhould conjefture^ the reafon might be, 
that Troy being a fea-port town, the chief ftrength of it depended 
upon its fituation, fp, that the fea wa$; ip a mannier a w^ to it : 
lipon this account Neptune may not improbably be faid to ha^e built 
the wail, y . - . t 

I What 
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What floth has feiz'd us, when the fields around 

Ring with confli£ling powVs, and'heav'n returns the found ^ 

Shall ignominious we with fhame retire, 510 

No deed perform 'd, to our Olympian Sire ? 

Come, prove thy arm ! for firll the war to wage. 

Suits not nay Grcatnefs, or Superipr age. 

Rafh as thou art to prop, the Trojan throne^ 

(Forgetful of my wrongs, and of thy own) 515 

And guard the race of proud Laomedon ! 

Haft thou forgot, how at the monarch's pray V, 

We ihar'd the lengthened labours of a year ? 

^roy walls I raisM (for fueh were J<^t\ commands) 

And yon proud bulwarks grew beneath my hands : 520 

Thy ta(k it was to feed the bellowing droves 

Along fait AiW^s vales, and pendent groves. 

But when the circling feafons in their train 

Brought back the grateful day that crown'd our pain ; 

With menace ftern the fraudful King defy'd 525 

Our latent Godhead, and the prize deny*d : 

Mad as he was, he threatened fervile bands. 

And doom'd us exiles far in barbarous lands. 

Incens'd, vye heavenward fled with fwifteft wing. 

And deftin'd vengeance on the perjur'd King. 530 

Doft thou, for this, afford proud Ilion grace. 

And not like us, infeft the faithlefs race ? 

Like us, their prefent, future fons dcftroy, i 

And from its deep foundations heave their Troy ? 

K 2 Afollt* 
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4iao HCMER^s ILIAD. Book XXI. 

JfdUbfiim: To cMibtCie for iMnkiad 55^ 

JU fuits the wifdom of celeilial miod : 
For wh^t is man ? Calamitous by birth, 
Th«y owe their life and nourifiunent to earthy 
Like yearly leaves, that now, with beauty crownM, 
S^ile on<the fun; now, wither on the^ground : ^4a 

To.their own handfr commit the framick fcene. 
Nor mix immoflftlsin 1 caufe fo meao. 
Then tarns his faciQ, Ar beaming Jmav <A])r im, 
And from the Senior Pow*r fabnuis Tftirfg; 
Him, thus retreating, Jrtems upbraids, 545 

The quiverM huntrefs of the Sjhfan.ihs^t. 

And it it thus the youthful Phtghm fBes, 
And yields to Ocean's hoary She the prize? 
How vain that martial pomp, and dreadful ihow 
Of pointed arrows, and the (ilver bow ! j j;0 

Now boafl no more in yon' celeftial bowV, 
Thy force can match the great Earth- ihakmg PowV. 



V* 537* ^^^ w***^ " ««•' *C'3 The poet is very happy k ior 
^er%eriing bjs ptienii with moral iemtenoes f ia this place he fteab 
away his reader from war and horror, and gives him a beautiful ad^ 
JBonitioA of his -own frailty. '< Shall I (fays j^UoJ contend with 
" thee for the fake of majs ? man, who is- no more thanaisaf oC:^ 
" tree, now green and flouriihing, but (bon withered away and 
'* gone ?" The foa of Stracb has an ezpreflion wluch vci^ nwcb te- 
femblcs this, Ecchtt, xiv. 18. As the green Jeaves upon a thick tretp. 
Jome fall, and Jome grvtv, /<? M tie .generoHon of fi*fh and bloody om 
eonutb to an end, and one is born* 

V. 544. And from the Senior Potvr, fuhtifs retires.J Two things 
hinder Homer from making NcPtune and Apollo Agbt> Firft, be^aufe 
haying already de/cribed the fight between Vulcan and Xantbus, he has 
nothing farther to (ay here, foe if is the fame conflict between humi- 
dity and drynefs. Secondly, Apollo being the fame with Deftiny, and 
the ruin of the Trojans being confiittded u^on and. decided^ that God 
van 00 longer defer it. Dacier, 

Silent^ 
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Silent, he heard die Queen of Woods upbraid : 
Not fo Saturnia bore the vaunting maid ; 
But furious thus. What infolencc ha^ driv'n ??? 

Thy pride to face th^ Majefty of Heav'n ? 
What tho' by yo<ve the female plague dciign'd. 
Fierce to the feeble race of woman- kind. 
The wretched mati^u feels thy piercing dart j 
Thy fex's tyrant, with a tyger's hearti ^Co 

What tho* tremendoos in the woodland chafe^ 
Thy certain arrows pierce the (avage race? 
How dares thy ralhnefi on the powVs divine 
Employ thofe arms, or match thy force with mine? 

Learn hence, no more unequal war to wage • r6(r 

She (aid, and feiz'd her wrifts with eager rage j > 

TheTe 

V. 557. 1 be f male plague — • 

^ Fierce to the feeble race of fwoman-klndf &c.] 

The words in the original are, rho' Jupiter has made you a lion to 
women. The meaning of this is, that Diana was terrible to that fex, 
as being the fame with the moon, and bringing on the pangs of child- 
birth: Or elfe that the ancients attributcj ail fuddcn deaths of women 
tothedart8ofi),;a«a, as of men to thofe oi ApoHo t which opinion 
u frequently alluded to in Homer, Eujiathius, 

V. 566. Sbe faid, and fei^^d ber wri/is, &c.] I muft confefs I 
an at a lofs how to }nMy Homer in every point of thefe combats with 
the Gods : When Diana and yum are to fight, Juno calls her an 
impudent bitch, xvlv ol^hh : When they fight, fljc boxes her found- 
ly, and fends her crying and trembling to heaven : As foon as Ae 
comes thither, Jupiter falls a laughing at her : Indeed the reft of the 
deities feem to be in a merry vein during all the aftion : PaJlas beats 
Mars and laughs at him 5 Jupiter fees them in the fame merry mood : 
yun0 when flie had cuff'd Diana is not mote ferious : In fliort, un- 
less there be fome depths that I am hot able to fathom. Homer 
never better deierved than in this place the cenfure paft upon him 
by the ancients, that as he raifed the charaacrs of his men up to 
Cods, f9 heXaok thofe of Gods down to men. 

^3 Yet 
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The^e in kcr left Im^ lock'd^ her rig^t umy*d 

The bow, the quiver^ atii its flumy pH<le. 

4bout her temples Aies the boiy bow ; 

Now here, now theM, Ihe wiods her from the Mowr^; $7^^ 

The fcatt'riog srvows rattling from the tafe^ 

Prop round, and idty mafk the dofty place. 

Swift from the field the b«fEed hoRtreuffiety 

And fcarce retrains Uie torredt M h^ e^ei : 

So, when the ftdco^ wings her w«f idyjivi^/^ " ' jj75 

I'o the cleft cavern fpeeds the gentle dovt, 

(Not fated yet to die) there fafe retmt^; 

Yet &SSL her heart againft the marble hreatt. 

To her, I/r/pvMrhaftesik^ lender care; 
Whom H^«»it viewing^ thus dediftes the wa*^ ' - *- J6tr 
How (hall I face the dame, who gives delight 
To him whofc (hnnders blacken heav'n with night i 
Go matchlefs Godde6 ! triumph in the flaes^ 
And boaft my conqueft, while I yield the prize. 

Hcfpoke; andpaft: tatma^ (looping low^ 58$ 

Colleas the fealtcr'd fiiaft^. and faliea bow. 



Yet I think It biit vttXbnthM to ertfrtlode, frWift t»e 1tfjrifcfttf«itt 
•f all this, (foppofiiig it had no hidden meaning or alkudfy^ th* 
fhere nmft therfcforc ccitainly be fome. Nor do 1 think it any in- 
Icrtnce to the contrary, that it l« too bbfctirc for ns to find ooCt 
The rerootenefti o£ our timei MUk neceffiirily dai kto yet more Md 
inof e fuch thiogs as were myfteriea at firft. Not that it i» u all 
iinpofltblc, notwithftandiag their piefent darfcriefe, lut they might 
then have beeft very obvioa&$ 98 it it. certaioy AUcgori»on|^t to bs 
diiguifed, but not obfcured : Aa allegory iioald be like a veil over i 
beautiful face, fo fine and tranfpardit, as to tew the very chaimi 
it covers. , 

V. 580. fnmUtrmH viewing, tkug dmhna tbt vutrA Itit M^ 
~")le thait Mtrcury Should eoopuater Latoim; Such » DftioB wooM 



be unnatural, he being a planet, and ihe reprefentiflg the night ^ 
for the the planets owe ail thdc k^e to the ibadei of Uie JUg/iiV "^ 
than only become vitiblc to ihc wodd, Eujhtbfut. 

That 
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That glittVing oa die duft; hy hot tad there ; 
I>i!lionour*d f elicks of Diak^ vrttr. 
Then fwift purfiiM bcf ttr her Wdt abbde. 
Where, all codbi'd, flie feoght Ae 8oi^%ft God ; f^ 
Weepiofg fhe graff'd hfe fenee^: TheailibMfiri teA 
Shook with lieffigbs, tnd ptnHA Oft herbrdtfl. 
' The Sive^ fnperior fmil*d ) slid \mAtf het Hum ' 
What heavenly hand had cairs'd hfr Ata^hieirV ihti- 
Abafh^d, fhe inixktis his own ItitptM Ijpottfe) ^ ' $95 
And the pale crefcentAdestil^hfeffciWt,' ' 

Thus they above: WhHe fv^iWy gMing doW*, * 

jfpoi/o enters /jfew'is faettd loini s . 
The Guardian God now trembled for her wall^ 
And fear*dfhe.Gr^i^rtho*£ate forbid her idl 60^ 
^itdkVifOfprffifs, from ^ wi^'s tkraif; v 

Itetarn the ihining, bands of Gods in arms ; ^ 

Some proad in triumph, feme With mge iM froi ' 

And take tl^ir thrdnes ;u-ound th' Cereal Stire: . 

Thro* blood, thro^death^ Jehiit^ iB p6tdbSb, 6t>^ 
O'er flaiight(¥*4 heroes and <^'ier roSiig ftpeds^ ./ 
As when avenging flames with fury driv'n . < 

On gjail^ tpw» exert (be woth oJf i^Vn^ ^ ^ , 



Tin 



Oh guHiy nhioftt txert ibe ivrdtb ^f, beMPiti} 



"This uwiSgc may' be (hc^hnticd tw6 wsys, ^atn vtty rtmrlklft]))^ 
F!rlf, tjr taking tWs Rfc for a rtaf ftrfr, fertt froih hette* W puiiNk 
ft crhhittal city, of which ire ferte feoiihpit in holy Ifrrlt. HeiMe lit 
find that Hwrf^r had a nethm of dlis grtat fnitK, that Ocni fonw- 
tfmei exert» his }adgment» on fi^^ cities in thid fi|^K and ftf^lblB 
ihatiiier; Or if we take H m the other fenftr, Amply a« a ihe thmnii 
Into a town by the enemies who aiTaisk it| ^nd only eirpt^flMI tMis 
by the author in the Aune maoner as J^rtmy makes the city of Jeru* 

faltm 
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The pale inhabitantSy fome fall^ fome fly; 

And the red vapoars purple all the iky. 6io 

So rag'd Achilles : Death and dire difmay^ 

And toils* and terrors, fiird the dreadful day. 

High on a turret hoaiy Priam flands^ 
And marks the wafte of his deftrudive hands ; 
Views» from his arm the Tr^ans fcatter*d flight, 6i 5 

And the near hero rifing on hb ^ght I 
No. flop, nojcbeck, no aid! With feeble pace. 
And fettled forrow on his ag^ hictf 
Taft as he could, he fighing qaits the walls; 
And thus, defcending, on the guards he calls. 620 



fatein Cay, when the ChtUteans burnt the temple, The Lord fiom 
sbvut batbfentfre into mm b9ne$, LamfB^ i.^ 13. Yet ftill thiis much 
will appear un4erftood by Horner^ that the fire which is ca/l into 

• city comes not, properly fpeakiftg from men, but from God, who 
delivers it up to their fury* Dacier, 

V. 613. High m a turret hcary Priam, &€."] The poet *ftill raifes 
the idea of the courage and ftrength of his hero, by making Priam in 

• terror that he (hould enter the town after the routed troopc : For 
if he had -not furpafled all mortals, what could have been more de- 
itreable for an enemy, than to have let him in, and then deftroyed 
him? 

Here again there was heed of another machine to hinder him from 
•Bteriog ^e city; for AchiUa being vaftly fpeedier than thoTe he 
purfued, he muft necefTarily overtake fome of them, and the narrow 
gates could not let in a body of troops, without but mingling with 
the hindmoft. The ftory of Agenw is therefore admirably contrived, 
and AfoUo (who was to take care that the faUl decrees Ihould be 
pttoQually eiecuted) interpoies both to iave Agemr and Troy ^ for 
AchiUes might have killed Agenor, ahd ftill entered with the troops, 
if ApoUo had not diverted him by. the purfuit of that phantom. Age^ 
nor oppofed himfelf to Acbilies only becauie he c^nld not do better | 
for he fees himielf reduced to a dilemma, either inglorioufly to p^- 
jiih among the fugitives, or hide himfelf in the foreft ; both which 
were equally unfafe : Therefore he Is purpofely infpired with a gene* 
rous refolution to try to iave his couatrymeo^ and as a reward of that 
iervice, is ai laft faved himfelf. 

You 
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You to whdfc care cnrxity rgtftes ht1m%9 
Set wide your pottaU to ithe ftying diMng. . 
For la ! he tomes, jmi^ mnr^HKd ^fwa^r j 
He comes, and DefolAdoDiDarks kis iHiy f 
Jut when wkhm the wi^ our trooffc (xk^^A^th -525 
Lock faKl the brAsen hn^ ami (but t>ut d^tfth. 
Thus charged the revVend Monarch : Wide were flung 
The opening folds; the founding hinges rung. 
Phoebus rufh'd forth, the flying bands to meet, 
Strook flaughter back, and cover'd the retreat. '630 

On heaps the Trajam crox^A to gain the gate, V', '.'•* 
And gladfome fee the lafl: efcape from Fate : * 

Thither, all parch'd with third, a heartlefs train, 
Hoary with duil, they beat the hollow plain , 
And gafping, pandag, fainting, labour on • €-35 

With heavier fir ides, that ^lengthen towVd the town. 
Enrag'd Achilles follows with his fpearj 
Wild with revenge, infatiable of war. '* ' ''' 

Then had the Greeks eternal praife atquirM, ^ 

And Troy inglorious to her walls retir'd ; ^646 

But » he, the God who darts asthercal flame, • Jfulh^ 
Shot down to fave her, and redeem her fame. • * ^ ^'' 
To young Agenor force divine he gave, ' *' ^>^^ 

( Antenor\ KMz^xm^, haughty, bold and brave) *^■'T^■ 

In aid of him, befjde the beech he fate, 645* 

And wrapt, in clouds, reflnainM the hand of Fate. . ^ 
When now the genVous youth Achilles fpics, ' '^^J^f 

Thick beats his heart, the troubled motions rife, 'f'UK 
(So, e'er a ftorm, the waters heave and rolf) 
He Hops, and ijueflions thus his mighty foal. 650 

What, 
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What, fliall I fly this terror of the plain? 
Like others fly, and be like others flain ? 
Vain hope I to fhun him by the felf-fame road 
Yon' line of flaughterM Trojans lately trod. 
No: with the common heap I fcom to fall — 655 

What if they pafs'd me to the Trtjan wall. 
While I decline to yonder path, "that leads 
To ZjJa's forefts and furrounding (hades? 
So may I reach, concealed, the cooling flood, - 
Prom my tir'd body wa(h the dirt and blood, 660 

As foon as night her dufky veil extends. 
Return in fafety to my Trojan friends. 
What \(l — But wherefore all this vain debate? 
Stalid I to doubt, within the reach of Fate? 
Ev^n now perhaps, e'er yet I turn the wall, 665 

The fierce Achilles fees me, and I fall : 
Such is his fwiftnefs, *tis in vain to fly. 
And fuch his valour, that who (lands rauft die. 
Howe'er 'tis better, fighting for the (late, 
Here, and in publick view, to meet my fate. 670 

Yet furc He too is mortal 5 He may feel 
(Like all the fons of earth) the force of (Icel ; 
One only foul informs that dreadful frame; 
And Jove^z fole favour gives him all his fame. . 



V. 651. Wbcay Jball J fiyf &c.] This is a very beautiful foli- 
loquy of Agenoti fuch a one as would naturally arifc in the foul of A 
brave man, going upon a defperate enterprize : He weighs every thipg 
in the balance of reaibn ; he fets before himfelf the bai'enefs of flight, 
and the courage of his enemy, 'till at laft the thirft of glory prc^ 
ponderates all other confiderations. From the condufion of this 
fpeech it is evident, that the ilory o{ Achilles' z being invulnerable 
except in the heel, is ait invention of latter ages 5 fdr had he' been £0, 
there had been nothing wonderful in his chancer, Eufiatbius, 

He 
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He (aid, and ftood, coUeded in his might; 675 

And all his beating bofom claimed the fight. 
So from fome deep grown wood the panther flarts^ 
RousM from his thicket by a ilorm of darts : 

Untaught to fear or tiy, he hears the lounds. 
Of fhoutlng hunters, and of clamVous hounds; 680 

Tho* ftruck, tho' wounded, fcarce perceives the pain, * 
And the barb'd jav'Iin flings his bread in vain : . . *' 
On their whole war, untam'd the favage flies; ' - i 
And tears his hunter, or beneath him dies. '"- i • ' 
Not lefs refolv'd, Jntenor's valiant heir * 585 

Confronts Ji: hi lies y and awaits the war, ''^♦' 

Difdainful of retreat : High-held before, " •. 'A' 

His (hield (a broad circumfereuce) he bore ; 1 ' ^ • 

Then graceful as he ftood, in ad to throw "^ ' '•* 'M 

The lifted jav*lin, thus befpoke the foe. 690 

How proud Jchilks glories in his fame ! 
And hopes this day to fink the Trojan name «'V"'^" ^»»- '- 
Beneath her ruins ! Know, that hope is vain ; 
A thoufand woes, a thoufand toils remain, - •> 

Parents and children our juft arms employ, 695 

And ftrong, and many, are the fons of froy. 
Great as thou art, ev'n thou may 'ft ftain with gore 
Thefe Phrygian field?, and prefs a foreign (hore. ^ ' 

He faid : With matchlefs force the jav'lin flung ^ 

Smote on his knee ; the hollow cuiflies rung 70* 

Beneath the pointed fteel ; but fafe from harms -^ 

He flands impafCve in the a:thereal arms. 
Then fiercely rulhing on the daring foe, 
His lifted arm prepares the fatal blow. 
But jealous of his fame Jpolio ftirouds 705 

The godlike 7*ma» in a veil of clouds : '"'' 

Safe 
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Safe from purfiiic* li^dibut from, mortal view, 

Difmifs'd with fame, the fiivoar^d youth withdrew. 

Meanwhile, tiie God». to.coVer their dcapc^ 

AiTumes Jgenor^s. h9bi(>. vokfi, and ihape, 710 

Flies from the ftujpus chief in this, difgai^ 

The furious chi^ Hill, follows wlief« he flies: 

Now oc^'r. thA fields tl|^. firfetph witii lengtben*d. ffirides^ 

Now urge the courfii whei« fwift Scamandtr glides: 

The God now dif)ao( fc^rcc: a, ftrjdi^ bjBfore» 715 

Tempts his parfuit, aod whc;iDlt;abQ«t tfaefhore: 

Whilp all the flying t^opps thoir. fpip^ employ^ 

And pour on heaps into, the wall^/ of Tr<7)v 

No flop, no ftay ; DO.tho^g)lt to aikk ortoU^. 

Who *fcap'd by flig}it,, 01^ who.by batti^ felL yza 

Jfwas tumult all*, a^d; vjolenqe^ of iHghl^' 

An^.iudden joy confus'd, and mix'd affright : 

Pale ^roy again ft Achilles ihuts her gate ; 

And nations breathe, delivered from their fa^e. 




V. 709. MeatnohiU the God, to cover their efc^e, &<i.] The Poet 
makes: a double ufe of' tHM.fi6lioii.of .^H^^'^^'^'^^S AebiUtt ia 
the fhape of Agenor j b^ diefe means he draws him from the par- 
foit, and gives the' Tfojans time to enter the city, and at the fame 
time brings ^4tf!^r hapdibmely off from the connate* The^ moral ^t 
this fable is, that Dcftiny would not yet fuffer 7V^ to fall. 
. Eufiatbius fancies that the occafion of the fi£tion might be this : 
jigenor ^ed itqf%jt^ekille9 to th« bankt o( Xawtifus, and might there 
conceal himftlf from the puyfuer behind fomc covert that grew on 
the fliores ; this perhaps m^ght be the whole of the ftt>ry. So plain 
a narration would have palled in, th^ mouUi of an hiftoriao* butthe 
Poet dreffes it in fi£tion, and tells us that Afcl/o (or Deftiny) con- 
cealed him in a cloud from the light of his enemy. 

The fame author farther obfervcs, that .AA/Zfci by anunfeafonn 
able piece of vain-glory, in purfuing a fingle enemy, gives time to 
a whole army to efcape : be neither kills Agenor nor overtakes the 
*Trojam, 

the END of Vol. V. 
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